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Palestinian stabbed in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) _ A Palestinian 
was slightly wounded on Wednesday after being 
stabbed in the back by an unknown attacker in an 
tiltra-Orthodox district of Jerusalem, police said. The 
injured man was treated at a medical centre while 
police searched for the attacker. He is the fourth Pales- 
tinian to suffer an attack in the Mea Shearim district, 
but no-one has yet been arrested 
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Five SLA militiamen wounded in attack 

MARJAYOUN fAFP) — Five militiamen from 
Israel's allied South Lebanon Army were wounded 
late Wednesday in a Hizbollah guerrilla attack in the 
occupied border zone in south Lebanon, security 
sources said. Tbe militiamen were injured when guer- 
rillas fired rocket propelled grenades and machine- 
guns on an SLA post near the village of Tair Hurfa in 
the western sector of Israel's self-declared '"security' 
zone," the sources said. A spokesman for the Islamic 
Resistance. Hizbullah's military arm, confirmed the 
attack, saying guerrillas opened fire on an SLA patrol 
entering the tair Harfu post. Hizbollah spearheads the 
guerrilla war to force Israel out of southern Lebanon, 
where ii maintains a so-called "security zone" to pro- 
tect its nonhem territories from cross border attack. 
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King, Danish prime minister 
discuss stalled peace process 

‘Palestinian leaders are operating with almost impossible conditions ’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor on 
Wednesday wound up a 
three-day official visit to 
Denmark and left for 
Tunisia, the third leg of a 
tour which took them to 
Germany and Denmark. 

At a meeting with Dan- 
ish prime mini ster, poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen, attend- 
ed by His Royal Highness 
Prince All and the accom- 
panying Jordanian delega- 
tion, King Hussein told a 
press conference in 
Copenhagen that the 
European Union should 
play a stronger role in the 
peace process to support 
tbe main sponsor, the U.S. 

The King stepped up 
pressure on Israel ahead of 
talks between U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 


Albright with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
London next week. 

“The London meeting is 
a very crucial step in the 
peace process. In case of 
failure, the development 
will be very serious.” AFP 
quoted the King as saying. 

Stressing the need for 
Israel to take advantage of 
the present opportunity to 
establish regional peace. 
King Hussein said: “I 
believe it is easy to make 
impossible demands but it 
is much more worthy of 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and the Israeli government 
to realise that it is time to 
give.” 

“We are approaching a 
crossroad and I hope that 
we will take the right 


course, the right path to 
continue the peace 
process.” the King added. 

Noting that the Pales- 
tinians have done all they 
can to rescue the peace 
process, King Hussein 
voiced hope that things 
will change, saying: “I 
honestly cannot see what 
more Palestinians can do 
or give.” 

“Palestinian leaders are 
operating with almost 
impossible conditions,” he 
said. 

The King’s talks with 
the Danish premier 
focused on the peace 
process and ideas to 
bridge the gap between 
the Palestinians and 
Israelis. 

In addition. King Hus- 
sein and Mr. Rasmussen 
stressed the need to put an 


King congratulates Regent, 
Jordanians on Hijri new year 

AMMAN t Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday sent a cable to His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, in reply to a cable the Crown 
Prince sent to His Majesty on Lhe occasion of the new 
Hijri year. King Hussein congratulated the Regent and 
Lhe Jordanian people on this dear occasion. 


end to the suffering of the 
Iraqi people and to avoid 
any attempts to create a 
new crisis. 

The King also visited the 
parliament where he was 
received by Speaker Evar 
Hansen and representa- 
tives of Danish political 
parries. 

King Hussein briefed 
party leaders on the peace 
process, and the obstacles 
facing it, particularly on 
the Palestinian-Israeli 


Arafat accepts U.S. compromise 


GAZA CTTY (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat 
sapped op die pressure on 
Israel Wednesday by accept- 
ing a U.S. compromise pro- 
posal for West Bank troop 
withdrawals which Prime 
Minister Benyamiir- 

Netanyahu has defiantly 
rejected. 

Ml Arafat confirmed for the 
first time that Washington's 
package peace proposal would 
require Israel to withdraw 
from an additional 13 per cent 
of the West Bank and said be 
accepted this. 

• The Palestinian leader said 
his decision marked a major 
compromise since his reading 
of interim peace accords 
signed with Israel should have 
required it to withdraw horn 
another-40 per oent of the West 
Bank by this stage of the 
process. 

“Under the agreement, the.- 
redeploymeni was supposed 
to be from 40 per cent of tbe 
West Bank. Then it was low- 
ered to 30 per cent, then to 13 
per cent,” Mr. Arafat said dur- 
ing a press conference with 
visiting Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

“We have accepted this, 
weddng from a positive posi- 
tion. Wfe don't want to leave 


any chance for [Netanyahu] to 
escape implementation," he 
said. 

Details of tbe U.S. plan have 
been -widely Jeaked, although 
Washington -has carefully 
avoided making it public since 
'das^wo^be vridely seen as 
putting pressure on Ml 
N etanyahu’s government. 
Israel has categorically reject- 
ed the 13 per cent pullback fig- 
ure. 

Ml Arafat said for the first 
time las week that he wel- 
comed die U.S. proposals in 
principle, but made no men- 
tion the scope of tbe mooted 
troop withdrawal 

Wednesday’s statement 
increased the isolation of Ml 
N etanyahu ahead of separate 
meetings Monday in London 
between tbe two leaders and 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine AIbnghL • 

U.S. special Mideast envoy 
Dennis Ross has held five 
meetings with Ml Netanyahu 
since Saturday but has felted to 
persuade him to accept the 
US. [dan and Israeli media 
reports said their talks have 
been increasingly tense as the 
London meeting approaches. 

Ml Ross met with Palestin- 
ian negotiators Wednesday 
afternoon and was due to see 


ArafaL 

U.S. Vice President A1 Gore 
will add his weight to die 
negotiating effort when be 
arrives in Israel Thursday to 
attend celebrations marking 
the 50th anniversary of Israel’s 
creation. 

The U.S. package would 
link a staged Israeli withdraw- 
al firm the West Bank to spe- 
cific Palestinian steps against 
Islamists and to a slowdown in 
Jewish settlement building in 
occupied areas. 

Once this was agreed, the 
two sides would launch long- 
overdue negotiations on a final 
peace agreement which 
according to tbe Oslo interim 
accords should be concluded 
by May 4, 1999. 

Ml Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government has reportedly 
offered to yield another 10.S 
per cent of tbe West Bank at 
tins stage but only on condi- 
tion that Ml Arafat first meet a 
long list of security demands. 

Mr. Netanyahu is also insist- 
ing thar Palestinians agree to 
forego a second troop with- 
drawal which Israel is sup- 
posed to cany out later this 
year under a U-S.-brokered 
January 1997 interim peace 
accord. 

The Israeli leader wants this 


pullback to take place only in 
the framework of a final peace 
accord but the Palestinians 
have refused and Washington 
is backing them. 

Mr. Netanyahu responded 
defiantly to the growing pres- 
sure to accept the U.S. com- 
promise, which is fiercely 
opposed by hardliners in his 
government. 

T f I don't capitulate to these 
demands will I be branded on 
obstacle to peace?... Of course 
I will. So what?'* Mr. 
Netanyahu declared Tuesday. 

“We’re willing to be flexible 
in areas that are difficult for us. 
but it cannot be that Israel is 
expected to do things that will 
sacrifice and endanger its 
security." he said. 

“We’ve stretched ourselves 
to the limit beyond our limit" 
he said. 

Ml Netanyahu's outburst 
came after he travelled to 
Cairo Tuesday in an unsuc- 
cessful bid to enlist Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak's 
help in convincing Mr. Arafat 
to accept a smaller interim 
withdrawal 

Ml Mubarak told him the 
U.S. plan was the only way to 
advance. 


Saddam examines U.N. ties 
after renewal of sanctions 

iwghdad tun-ta UNICEF warns sanctions harming children 




BAGHDAD (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein chair ed 
a meeting of the Iraqi leader- 
ship on Wednesday to examine 
ties with the United Nations 
after its renewal of economic 
sanctions, tbe official news 
agency INA said. 

The meeting, which grouped 
the decision-making Revolu- 
tionaiy Command Council 
(RCQ and the ruling Baath 
Party, discussed the Security 
Council’s decision on Monday 
to keep the sanctions in place. 

On April 16, the Iraqi leader- 
ship called for an imnvyfiare 
lifting of tie -sanctions and 
warned that Baghdad's 
patence was running out with 
the embargo, which has been 
in force since tbe 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait 

INA. said the new meeting 
was called to discuss a report 
from Foreign ' Minister 
Mohammad Said A1 Sahhaf 
who held an informal meeting 
with the Security Council 
members during their review 
°f tiie sanctions. 


PARIS (AFP) — UNICEF warned Wednesday 
that continued sanctions against Iraq could harm 
the health of its dtfldnsn. Carol Bellamy, execu- 
tive head of tbe U.N. agency, said at a jxess con- 
ference that in Iraq “the health condition of chil- 
dren has deteriorated dramatically during the 
course of the sanctions.” *Tbat being said, how- 
ever, [the sanctions] can be used by die govern- 
ment to not respond” to health problems, she 
added. “The government has a responsibility 


too. The government can’t hide behind saying: 
“It's ad the fault of the sanctions.” “In New' York 
the UN. Security Council on Monday extended 
tbe almost eight-year sanctions against Iraq 
which can only be lifted when all Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction have been eliminated. The 
council acknowledged progress in the nuclear 
area, but said that Iraq’s disclosures on its bio- 
logical and chemical weapons programmes 
were still incomplete. 


An official Baghdad news- 
paper; Al Thawra, on Wednes- 
day criticised tbe renewal of 
sanctions but steered clear of 
making threats of-a «w .crisis. . 
in ties with U.N. weapons 
inspectors. 

“Member and non-member 
countries of the Security 
Council have a moral respond- 
bifity to oppose any new unjust 
stand” against Iraq, said Al 
Thawra, the Baath ' Party’s 
newspaper 

In New York, Mr. Sahhaf on 
Tuesday also stopped short of 


cooperation with weapons 


inspectors of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
which is in charge of disarm- 
ing Iraq before sanctions can 
be lifted 

“They should take seriously 
the statements issued by the 
leadership of Iraq” he said. 
“Our demand is lifting sanc- 
tions now, if there is any justice 
in this Security Council 1 ’ 

Last Thursday, the Iraqi cab- 
inet warned that a decision to 
prolong sanctions would lead 
to “a new situation... and foe 
international community must 
assume its responsibility." 

But asked whether Iraq was 


p lannin g any retaliatory mea- 
sures, Mr. Sahhaf struck a con- 
ciliatory lone. 

The foreign minister pledged 
that Iraq world provide “mere 
facts and figures to the interna- 
tional community’' on pro- 
scribed Iraqi weapons pro- 
grammes to speed up the sanc- 
tions lifting. 

The Security Council review 
followed a report from 
UNSCOM chief Richard Bur- 
ls- that ''virtually no progress” 
had been made over the past 

six months, a period of crisis in 

relations between die two 
sides. 


track. 

He called for intensify- 
ing all efforts to put the 
peace process on track 
again. 

Upon departure from 
Copenhagen. King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor were 
seen off by Queen Mar- 
garethe II and her husband 
Prince Henrik, royal fami- 
ly members, Mr. Ras- 
mussen, and cabinet min- 
isters in addition to senior 
Danish officials. 

Musa says 
Netanyahu 
using security 
issue to block 
peace process 

GAZA CITY I AFP.) — 
Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa accused 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu Wednesday of 
using arguments about 
Israel’s security concerns 
simply to avoid the 
painful decisions needed 
to make peace. 

“This argument about 
security' has become an 
argument that is increas- 
ingly unacceptable to 
many countries in the 
world because we all 
know that security comes 
only with peace." Mr. 
Musa said at a joint press 
conference with Palestin- 
ian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

“W’e all know that secu- 
rity comes only with 
peace. The absence of 
peace means the absence 
of security.’’ he said. 

Mr. Musa was respond- 
ing to Mr. Netanyahu’s 
refusal to accept U.S. 
compromise proposals 
aimed at ending more 
than a year of deadlock in 
peace efforts and getting 
Israelis and Palestinians 
to begin negotiations on a 
final peace agreement. 

Mr. Musa also threw' his 
support behind threats by 
Mr. Arafat to unilaterally 
declare a Palestinian state 
if negotiations with Israel 
remained deadlocked by 
the time the Oslo interim 
peace accords expire on 
May 4, 1999. 

“President Arafat is 
right to say that at a cer- 
tain moment a Palestinian 
state will be declared.” he 
said. “History tells .us 
there are things you can- 
not stop." 

Mr. Netanyahu warned 
on Monday that Israel 
would respond with its 
own unilateral moves if 
Mr. Arafat tries to declare ; 
a state. 

He did not elaborate but 
the threat was widely 
seen to imply Israel 
would reinforce its hold 
on or simply annex parts 
of the West Bank. He also 
warned that a unilateral 
Palestinian declaration of 
independence wrould "dis- 
solve the Oslo accords.” 



THE HAJJANEH BRING TRADITION TO COP EX: Units of bedouin troops on 
camels (Hajjaneh) taking part in a show during the two-day military exhibition, 
COPEX on Wednesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

Kingdom marks Labour Day 

Regent discusses workers’ 
concerns with union leaders 


AMMAN t Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
received at the Royal Court 
Wednesday a delegation 
representing the profes- 
sional and labour unions 
and extended his good 
wishes to them on the occa- 
sion of Labour Day. 

At the meeting, which 


was attended by Minister 
of Labour Mahdi Farhan, 
the chairman of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try'. Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
and the chairman of the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce, 
Haidar Murad, the Regent 
and his guests discussed 
workers concerns and pro- 


posed solutions to labour- 
related problems. 

The discussion also dealt 
with developing coopera- 
tion between employers 
and employees, amending 
legislation related to labour 
and increasing production. 

Jordan is marking Labour 
Day today which is a pub- 
lic holiday. 


JTC, FLAG to sign accord this week 

4 Linking Kingdom to fibreoptic 
highway should be within a year’ 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — After four years 
of negotiations and ironing out 
political obstacles, the Iordan 
Telecommunications Company 
(JTC) and Fibreoptic Link 
Around the Globe Limited 
(FLAG) are expected to sign an 
agreement in the first week of 
May to link the Kingdom to the 
Fibreoptic super highway. 

According to JTC director 
general Mamoun Balqar. JTC 
had entered the final stage of 
negotiations in mid-April with 

FLAG'S two representatives, 
General Council Stewart Rubin 
and Treasurer Larry Barista, 
and that current reviews of the 
contract were centred round the 
“period of implementation." 

Project implementation, he 
said, “should not be mare than 
a year." 

Sources that asked not he 
named, told the Jordan Times 
that the project implementation 


includes the installation of 
equipment that would link 
FLAG'S Fibreoptic cable link- 
ing southeast Asia with Europe 
through the Suez Canal via a 
branching unit in the middle of 
the Red Sea to .Aqaba. 

Sources added that Lhe JTC- 
FLAG contract was worth SIS 
million and that operational and 
maintenance costs would reach 
SI million annually for unlimit- 
ed traffic. Fibreoptic cable car- 
ries dam-communications 
transmission, phone calls and 
television and radio broadcasts. 

The branching unit, linked to 
FLAG'S cable which rests on 
the Red Sea bed. lies 175 kilo- 
metres south from Aqaba. 

The deal also involved Egypt 

as the 28 ,IXX>- kil omerre cable 

from London to Tokyo passes 
through Egyptian territorial 
waters. 

"His Majesty King Hussein 
is working towards making Jor- 
dan a regional communication 
hub and this project [the FLAG 


landing] is (he tool by which 
the Kingdom will be linked to 
the world's super highway" 
former minister of post and 
Telecommunications. Bussam 
SakeL told the Jordan Times. 

"Reducing the political 
obstacles that were present was 
essentia] to the project's 
launch," he noted. 

FLAG is owned by Bell 
Atlantic t U.S. i, Dallah Al 
Barakah Group (Saudi Arabia). 
Telecom Holding Co. (U.S.). 
Marubeni Corporation (Japan), 
Asian Infrastructure Fund 
tHong Kong) and Gulf Associ- 
ates Incorporaicd (U.S.). 

Moreover. FLAG has fibre- 
optic landings in: Saudi Arabia. 
Egypt, the United Arab Emi- 
rates. the United Kingdom, 
Spain. Italy. India. Thailand, 
Malaysia. Hong Kong. China, 
Korea and Japan. 

In addition to the proposed 
landing in Aqaba, a second 
landing is under work in Saudi 
.Arabia. 


U.S. hails relief shipment to Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House hailed the 
delivery of tbe first shipment of 
US. humanitarian aid to sanc- 
tions-hii Iraq Tuesday but said it 
was “deeply disturbed" with 
Baghdad’s interference with 
UN. aid programmes. 

Tbe mission., reflects tbe 
concern of the government and 


the people of the United States 
for the welfare of the Iraqi peo- 
ple," the White House said in a 
statement. 

The U.S. charity AmeriCares 
delivered some 35 tonnes of ted 
to ease the effects of the embar- 
go sbpped on Iraq for its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The aid, which included 


mostly medical supplies for 
children’s hospitals, was flown 
to Iraq under a U.N. exemption 
to an air traffic embargo which 
forms pan of the sweeping 
sanctions. AmeriCares says it 
received assurances from Iraq 
that only needy civilians would 
receive the ted' and the military 
would not benefit 
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Iran told U.S. it would back Israeli 
pullout from Lebanon — Beilin 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Iran has 
discreetly told the United 
Stales it was ready to back 
Israel’s proposal to withdraw 
its forces from the buffer zone 
they occupy in south Lebanon, 
an Israeli opposition leader 
said Wednesday. 

Yossi Beilin, a former minis- 
ter from the Labour Party, told 
Israel Radio of the purported 
Iranian stance after meeting in 
Washington and New York 
with U.S. Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright and U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan. 

He provided no further 
detail s. 

The Israeli government this 
month adopted a 20-year-old 
U.N. resolution, number 425. 
calling for it to withdraw its 
forces from Lebanon. 

But it conditioned the pull- 
out on Lebanon agreeing to 
guarantee the security of 
Israel's northern border from 
attack by Islamists and others 


who have been battling Israeli 
occupation forces. 

Lebanon and its Syrian 
patron have rejected the pro- 
posal saying Resolution 425 
requires an immediate and 
unconditional withdrawal 

But Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi said last week that 
he would be willing to negoti- 
ate security arrangements for 
south Lebanon with the United 
Nations, though not directly 
with Israel. 


Revolutionary Guards chief threatens 
to crack down on liberal dissent 


TEHRAN I AFP) — The 
commander of Iran's Revolu- 
tionary Guards, General 
Yahya Rahim Safavi. has 
threatened to crack down on a 
wave of internal dissent and 
criticism saying it jeopardised 
the country’s security, news- 
papers said Wednesday. 

“Newspapers are published 
these days which are threaten- 
ing our national security. They 
contain the same materi al as 
American newspapers,” said 
Gen. Safavi in a public speech 
Monday in the holy city of 
Qom, central Iran. 

“Liberals have entered the 
foray with cultural artillery. 
They have taken over our 
universities and our youth are 
now shouting slogans against 
despotism.” he was quoted as 
saying by Jameeh and 
Hamshahri. both moderate 
newspapers. 

“We are seeking to root out 
anti-revolutionaries wherever 
they are.” the general added. 
“We have to behead some and 
cut off the tongues of others. 
Our language is our swotd 
We will expose these cow- 
aids.” 

The general was referring to 
the new open atmosphere 
prompted by the election last 
May of President Mohammad 
Khatami. The new govern- 


ment has allowed a record 
number of independent publi- 
cations and some expression 
of dissent in the street 
He notably criticised Cul- 
ture Minister Ayatollah Moha- 
jeranl a reputed moderate, 
and the interior ministry, 
which is also of headed by a 
liberal-minded reformist 
“I spoke to Mohajerani and 
told him his way was threat- 
ening the national security. Do 
you know where you are 
going?*’ Gen. Safavi repeat- 
edly said. 

Ayatollah Mohajerani said 
in a public meeting on Tues- 
day that “no one has the right 
to suppress a thought just 
because be is opposed to it 
Human beings are bom to 
think.” 

The general also linked the 
interior ministry to a wave of 
strikes in a central I ranian 
town in recent weeks protest- 
ing against die house arrest of 
dissident cleric Ayatollah 
Hussein Ali MontazerL 
The general also criticised 
Mr. Khatami for calling for 
dialogue with the West and for 
pledging to work ease tension 
with the outside world. 

“Can we withstand Ameri- 
can threats and domineering 
attitude with a policy of 
derente? Can we foil dangers 


coming from America 
through dialogue between 
civilisations?" Ire asked. 

'“Will we be able to protect 
the Islamic republic from 
international Zionism by sign- 
ing conventions to ban prolif- 
eration of chemical and atom- 
ic weapons?" Gen. Safavi 
added. 

An abridged version of his 
speech published in newspa- 
pers on Tuesday did not con- 
tain these direct attacks. 

Salam. an Islamic leftist 
newspaper, did not publish 
Gen. Safavi 's remarks, but 
warred that they amounted to 
‘ taking sides in the country’s 
political developments.” 

The armed forces are 
banned under the constitution 
from interfering in politics. 

But the genera] said the 
Revolutionary Guards had 
had a political and ideological 
agenda since its creation after 
the 1979 Islamic revolution to 
safeguard the regime. 

Mr. Khatami's landslide win 
has sharpened the dispute 
between the conservative fac- 
tion and a reformist coalition 
of Islamic moderates and left- 
ists. 

The president vowed last 
week to defend the right to 
freedom of expression, “even 
that of my own critics." 


Israel's Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is due to 
discuss the Lebanon issue with 
Mr. Annan on May 15 in Lon- 
don. 

Mr. Beilin, who has spear- 
headed calls in Israel fora uni- 
lateral withdrawal from south 
Lebanon, also said the United 
States had expressed a willing- 
ness to contribute troops to an 
eventual international peace- 
keeping force in areas evacuat- 
ed by IsraeL 


35 PKK 
rebels killed 
in Turkish 
offensive 

DIYARBAKIR (AFP) — 
Thirty-five members of the 
Kurdish rebel movement 
PKK have been killed in a 
Turkish army offensive, mili- 
tary officials said Wednesday. 

More than 40.000 troops 
were mobilised for the opera- 
tion, which began at the 
weekend and was continuing 
in the eastern and southeast- 
ern provinces of Elazig, Bin- 
go 1, Mus and Diyarbakk. 

With a general at its bead, 
die offensive was the largest 
since the outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) started 
an armed rebellion agains t 
Ankara in 19S4. 

Three security’ agents were 
killed in clashes and eight 
rebels were captured with 
their weapons during the 
operation, the sources added. 

The army has regularly 
launched major offensives in 
the spring to try to keep PKK 
forces from regrouping after 
the winter season. 

More than 29.000 people 
have died since the PKK took 
up arms against Ankara in 
1984 to fight for a Kurdish 
homeland. 


Israel mourns its dead before celebrating jubilee 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israelis mourned on 
Wednesday the 20332 men and women 
who died fighting to create and defend the 
Jewish state. But the day was to end on a 
more festive note with celebrations of 
Israel ‘s 50th jubi lee anniversary. 

‘Thanks to the heroism of the fallen, we 
can look to the future with hope, 50 years 
after the creation of the stale of Israel and 
3.000 years after the creation of the king- 
dom of Israel,” Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said at the main state memorial 
day service at Jerusalem's Mount Herd 
cemetery. 

At 1 1:00 auiL. Israel stood still as sirens 
wailed across the nation, signalling a two- 
minute moment of silence in memory of the 
killed soldiers. 

At Mount HerzL Mr. Netanyahu and 
President Ezer Weizman laid wreaths in 
memory of the dead from Israel's wars with 
the Arabs, while thousands of people 


flocked to the other 40 military cemeteries 
in the country under sunny skies. 

“Israel’s soldiers allowed us to transform 
a decimated people into a nation capable of 
defending itself and controlling its destiny." 
Mr. Netanyahu said. 

“It is this nation, of Jews, Druze, bedouins 
and Circassians mixed together which will 
enable us to aspire to peace,” he said 

Despite the words of hope. Israel’s 50th 
memorial day took place under the shadow 
of rising tensions with Israel’s U.S. ally and 
Arab neighbours due to tbe long deadlock 
in peace negotiations with the Palestinians. 

In such a gloomy diplomatic atmosphere. 
Israel's memorial day ceremonies took on 
an even heavier tone this year. 

Mr. Netanyahu began his day with a pri- 
vate ceremony at the Jerusalem grave of his 
brother; Yonatan, an army commando offi- 
cer killed during the rescue of Israeli 
hostages in an airline hijacking to Entebbe. 


Uganda, in 1977. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Weizman then 
presided over the first annual state ceremo- 
ny in memory of Israel’s some 1300 “vic- 
tims of terrorism." The two leaders dedicat- 
ed a monument to the slain civilians at 
Mount Herzl. 

One of Wednesday’s ceremonies was 
marred by a scuffle between mourning fam- 
ilies and Deputy Housing Minister Meir 
Porush. who was representing tbe govern- 
ment 

Relatives of fallen soldiers angrily object- 
ed to the presence of Porush, who leads an 
ultra-Orthodox Jewish party, most of whose 
constituents refuse to serve in the army. 

Wednesday night at sundown, however; 
the nation would turn its attention to a host 
of celebrations marking the 50th anniver- 
sary of Israel's creation according to the 
Hebrew calendar. 



is to fight 


A Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) soldier stands next to prisoners of war short- 
ly before the prisoners (Sudan government soldiers) were released at Jigomoni in south- 
ern Sudan. Large parts of southern Sudan are reported to be hit by famine but fighting 
between tbe SPLA and the Islamic government in the north continues (Reuters photo) 

Sudan opposition urges boycott 
of constitutional referendum 


KHAIgrOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's southern rebels and 
northern opposition have 
urged a. boycott of a planned 
referendum on a draft consti- 
tution which the government 
intends to put to the people 
from Friday. 

A Khartoum daily on 
Wednesday said it had car- 
ried out a poll suggesting that 
almost half of the eligible 
voters approve of the new 
measure, which is ambigu- 
ous on the role of political 
parties. 

The electoral body set up 
by the Islamic fundamental- 
ist-backed junta on Tuesday 
said that the country was 
ready for the poll which will 
take place over 20 days from 
Friday, despite ongoing war- 
fare in the south. 

An official in Sudan's Gen- 
eral Elections Commission 
(GEC) told AFP that the 
commission finished distrib- 
ution of voting cards all over 
the country's states, “includ- 
ing those in south Sudan.” 

Tbe draft constitution 
passed by the parliament 
installed since General Omar 
A1 Bashir took power in a 
military coup in June 1989 is 
controversial because of its 
ambiguities over political 
and religious freedoms. 

In Cairo, a spokesman for 
the Unima Party, the main 
northern opposition group 
. that was scrapped along with 


all other political bodies after 
the coup, urged a boycott on 
tbe grounds that “the referen- 
dum is without interest.” 

“We reject it because the 
proposed constitution repre- 
sents the position of the 
National Islamic Front (NIF) 
and gives no freedom of 
expression to other political 
parties.” Umma spokesman 
Saiah Gala! told AFP. 

The NIF is led by Hassan 
Turabl seen as the eminence 
grise behind tbe junta, though 
his movement was officially 
banned with all others, 
including the moderate Mus- 
lim Umma of ousted Premier 
Sadek Al Mahdi. 

The mainstream southern 
rebels, the Sudan People s 
Liberation .Army (SPLA) of 
Colonel John Ganing. for 
their part slammed the draft 
text, which makes no men- 
tion of a multiparty system. 

Daniel Koch, head of the 
SPLA office in Cairo, said 
his movement “has totally 
rejected this constitution, 
which does not represenr the 
point of view of the Sudanese 
people and does not allow, 
them to decide their future.” 

GEC Chairman Abdul 
Monim Al Zain AJ Nahas has 
told AFP that people in areas 
held by the SPLA could vote 
in nearby government-held 
areas where they reside or to 
which they could go. 

The mainly Christian and 


animist south of Africa's 
largest country has been 
gripped by civil war for more 
than 15 years, as rebels seek 
to end Islamic domination. 

Tbe ballot papers will be in 
two colours, green for “yes” 
and red for “no,” according 
to electoral staff, who put tbe 
number of registered voters 
at about 10 million, to use 
810 polling stations. 

An unspecified number of 
Sudanese abroad are current- 
ly being registered at 
embassies and can vote from 
May 10. No official figures 
are available, but some three 
million Sudanese are estimat- 
ed to live mainly in Egypt, 
Libya and Saudi Arabia. 

With results due at tbe end 
of May, President Bashir 
plans to sign tbe constitution 
on June 30, the ninth anniver- 
sary of his coup. The previ- 
ous constitution of 1985 was 
suspended then. 

The Al Usbu newspaper on 
Wednesday said that, in a 
poll, 48 per cent of those it 
asked would back the text, 29 
percent were opposed and 23 

percentabstained. 

The new text uses a rare 
Arabic word, tewali. for pro- 
visions on free political cul- 
tural and professional affilia- 
tion, raising a heated contro- 
versy because the term 
avoids specifying whether 
free political parties will be 
allowed. 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, will step up 
attacks against Israel over 
the deadlock in the peace 
process, the group’s spiri- 
tual guide Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin warned in remarks 
published Wednesday. 

“Hamas’ priority is to 
step up resistance and 
strengthen the strikes 
against the occupation 
enemy,” Sheikh Yassin told 
the Arabic-language daily 
Al Hayat upon his arrival 
Tuesday in Iran. 

Sheikh Yassin was asked 
what Hamas would do to 
counter the freeze in the 
peace process. 

The cleric also ruled out 
progress from next week's 
meetings in London 
between U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat. 

“We cannot expect any- 
thing from it because the 
United States is not inter- 
ested in putting pressure on 
Israel. There is nothing 
new under the sun,” Sheikh 
Yassin said. 

He said he expected a 
“total freeze.” 


S 


Brotherhood criticises Arab anti-terrorism pact 


CAIRO ( AP) — The outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood, Egypt’s 
largest fundamentalist group, on 
Wednesday criticised a new 
Arab League anti -terrorism 
pact, saying it failed to con- 
demn “state terrorism." 

Interior and justice ministers 
of the 22-member league signed 
the pact last week in Cairo. The 
first Arab anti-terror agreement 
pledges that states will not 


allow their lands to be used for 
the plotting or executing acts of 
political violence. 

Maamoun Hodeibl foe 
Brotherhood's spokesman, said 
the pact also should have dealt 
with “terrorist governments." 
He did not say to which govern- 
ment he referred, but at least 
one statement be made 
appeared to allude to Algeria. 

“There are some terrorist gov- 


ernments. We hear, for exam- 
ple. that in a country 1300 peo- 
ple were killed,” he said. “Indi- 
vidual and group terrorism is 
rejected, and state terrorism 
should be forbidden. Human 
rights must be respected.” 

Last week's agreement out- 
lines cooperation in the investi- 
gation and arrest of suspected 
extremists and establishes 
guidelines for their extradition. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 
15:10 .. Cartoon — The Adven- 
tures of Moby Dick 

16:10 L'Ecole des Fans 

17:00 Heidi (Ep. 4) 

18:00 Drama— The Burned Bridge 

19:00 Xe Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — 
A tomes Crochus 

19:30 News Headlines 

1935 Comedy — Big Brother 
Jake 

20:00 Favourite Films 

20:30 Special Programe on the 
30th anniversary of Jordan Tele- 
vision 

21:10 The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

22:00 News in English 

2230 Feature film — “Thicker 
Than Blood" 

2339 Varieties 

01:00 ...End of TX. 

Frida; Programmes 
14:10 Cartoon — The Adventures 
of Teddy Ruxpin 

14 JO Wishbone 

15:00 .French Programmes 

17:00 He Shoots, He Scores 

18:10 .Tarazan 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 “Les Cle's de Fart 
BoyanT' 

19 JO N ews Headlines 

1935 .... Comedy — "The 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air" 

20:00 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 

20:30 - Equinox 

21.-10 Drama: “Bablyon-5" 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini-series: “Alcatraz" 

(pt. 3) 

23:59 End of TX. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:22 -Fajr 

05:47_... (Sunrise) Duha 

12=33 — Dhuhr 

16:12. ‘Asr 

19: 1 9~...»— Maghreb 

20:44 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Svreificb, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sanaa Church Tel. 

4622366 

An gli ca n Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St, Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
Tbe Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of tbe Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 


Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swri- 
GehTfeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

Tbe English-Language 

Catholic Parish Td. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
Hie Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
mem of Meteorology 

Fine weather conditions will 
prevail during the day becom- 
ing slightly coo! at nighL Tem- 
peratures will be around aver- 
age with winds light and vari- 
able occasionally becoming 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be warm, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

Amman 10/25 

Aqaba 18/33 

Deserts 07/27 

Jordan Valley 1 5/3 1 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 24. Aqaba 32 
Humidity readings: Amman 
26 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du Abbas .AJ Hakim 885446 

Dr Arafat AiAshhab .5602507 
Dc AymanAl Muhtaseb S7574S 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy. ...4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
A 1 Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4657660 

Najib pharmacy $47632 

DRBID: 

Dc MazenAbuBaldr _276852 

Al Quds pharmacy f — j 

ZARQA: 

De Ya’coub Al Khatib 991772 
Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.. ...4637 1 1 1 
Gvil Defence Djpartnxnt _566ll 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue —.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192 46211 1 1.4637777 

Ftrc Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank _.775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints-.. 25661176 


Wjrx & Seivass: CbnphinK 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance i (21 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs _ -...4625101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs- 5661101 

Jordan Television — 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680 100 

J. Electricity Authority ...8 15615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information. .44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surccry 5921199 

ThelsIamk..Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Came TeL 836813. 
S56856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

AJrileh Matemiiy.....'..4642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636 1 40 

Palestine, Shmeisani -.3607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .....5669131 
University Hospital — 5353444 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahll Abdali J664I64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Araal Hospital .5674 155 

ZARQA: 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


Zarqa 

(09)983323 

National Hospital 
inowTOtin 

Ibn Sina Hospital t09)986732 

Ai Hikma Modem Hospital 
_ rrwvwnoon 

ERBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
.. (02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
rO n t'»T , 275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
.1 O'* 13471 00 

AQABA: 
Princess 
<03 >3 14 IH 

Hava Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44153200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44 (53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Sanaa (RJ) 

10:05 ...... Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

10:05 New Delhi (RJ) 

*®*15 Bombay (RJ) 

*** - — Beirut (RJ) 


10:40 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:25 Colombo (RJ) 

15:35 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17 JO -London (RJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

19-.55 .... Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
20:15 Abu Dhabi. AJ ’ Ain (RJ) 

20:30 .Moscow (RJ) 

23:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

Other Flights 

! *00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:10 Shariqah (AH) 

15; 40 .. .Doha (QR) 

I&00 .Dubai (EK) 

19:00 Paris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 —...............London (BA) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:40 .Cairo (MS) 

23:20 — Istanbul (TIC) 

23:35 Lamaca (CY) 

01:15 -Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 
03:00 — - Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
1030 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marita Air- 
port) (RW) 

"--Tel Aviv (arriving at 

QAIA on Friday only, (RW) 
22*35 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA on Thursday only ) (RW) 
23:25 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


The pact exempts resistance 
movements, a move meant to 
except attacks on Israel from its 
definition of terrorism. 

Mr. Hodeibi also brought up 
the Arab League document's 
failure to deal with the reasons 
behind terrorism, echoing many 
Arab opposition groups who 
claim that the main cause of ter- 
rorism is government oppres- 
sion. 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

U:00 Moscow (RJ) 

11:50 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ> 

12:00 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 ....Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) ; 
12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

13:20 London (RJ) 

1300 Athens (RJ) 

2035 Lamaca (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

0030 Kuala Tump ir. Jakarta (RJ) 

03ri)0 Jeddah (add) (RD 

07:00 Paris (add) (RJ) 

Other flights 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 

07:00 .Frankfun(LH) 

08:20 London (BA) 

08:45 „ — Beirut (ME) 

14:30 .Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

lficOO -Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

1&30 Doha(QR) 

17:00 — Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

21:10 TclAviv(LY) 

22:40 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 — Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

20:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA — 
on Thursday only) (RW) 

21-JO Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
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HRH Princess Basma at the Cultural Forum conference on Wednesday (Petra photo > 

Princess Basma commends schools’ 
efforts in raising education standard 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Basma on Wednes- 
day delivered an address to 
the seventh conference of the 
Private Schools' Cultural 
Forum commending the 
efforts of public and private 
schools to raise the standard 
of education for the new gen- 
eration. 

■Such meetings in which the 
participants exchange ideas 
and experiences are needed 
to enhance the educational 
process in the Kingdom, said 
the Princess, who praised the 
level of cooperation between 
private and public schools. 

His ham Khatib, member of 
the board of trustees of the 


Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF), 

opened the meeting by point- 
ing out that the "education 
offered by private schools 
has improved dramatically 
and contributed to raising 
the standard of students' edu- 
cation. 

Dr. Khatib told the partici- 
pants. who represent 26 pri- 
vate schools which are mem- 
bers of the forum, that the 
programmes of private 
schools have contributed to 
the introduction of modem 
technology and developed 
the methodology of educa- 
tion. 

Several personalities and 


institutions that have con- 
tributed to the forum's activ- 
ities were presented with 
honorary shields. 

The two-day meeting will 
review a number of working 
papers dealing with various 
aspects of the educational 
process. 

The forum is designed to 
help promote the educational 
system in Jordan, bolster 
relations between private 
schools, improve the profi- 
ciency of teaching staffs and 
enable private schools to 
exchange ideas and experi- 
ences in academic, sports, 
technical, social and other 
fields. 


Federation of Labour Unions 
elects new chairperson 


what’s going on 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Central Council of the Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Labour 
Unions (FJLU) has elected 
Mazen Ma'aita as the fed- 
eration’s new chairperson 
and Fathallah' 1 Omrani as 
deputy chairperson. 

The elections- were' Hheid- 
with the participation of 
102 council members rep- 
resenting the 17 Jordanian 
unions. Each union is rep- 
resented in the council by 
six members elected at the 
meeting. 

Messrs. Ma'aita and 
Omrani were elected unop- 
posed after the incumbent 
chairperson and deputy 
chairperson, Khaled 

Shreim and Khalil Hiyasat 
respectively, withdrew 


from the race. 

Eleven members of the 
council, which has a man- 
date ending in the year 
2002, are affiliated with 
political parties. 

Addressing • a meeting 
after the election, the newly 
elected u ■ chairperson ■ 

pledged to work diligently 
with the council members 
to reduce unemployment, 
amend the present Social 
Security Corporation Law 
to favour workers, and 
ensure a comprehensive 
health insurance scheme 
covering all workers in Jor- 
dan. 

Noting that the economic 
and political developments 
in the Middle East are 
affecting workers. Mr. 


Ma’aita said he is deter- 
mined to help introduce 
amendments to current 
laws to set a minimum 
wage for workers, strength- 
en relations with federa- 
tions in the Arab World and 
organise training courses 
for workers; • - 

For his part, Mr. Omrani 
said the council will study 
the various union proposals 
submitted and focus atten- 
tion on the question of 
poverty and attracting 
investments to create jobs. 

The 1 1 politically affiliat- 
ed council members identi- 
fy with the Islamic Action 
From, the National Consti- 
tutional Party, the Jordan 
Communist Party and the 
Progressive Unionist Party. 


Badia programme researching 
projects for area’s development 




By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

SAFAWI — The Jordan 
Badia Research and Develop- 
ment Programme (JBRDP) is 
working on several projects 
in the areas of water, tourism, 
human resources, minerals 
and livestock as part of efforts 
to develop the arid region that 
covers over 80 per cant of the 
Kingdom’s total area. 

Mohammad Aoun, a 
JBRDP technical engineer, 
said the joint Jordanian- 
British project's 1997-2000 
plan of action is focusing on 
research to help develop the 
badia without hutting its eco- 
system and inhabitants, who 
form one-fifth of Jordan’s 4.5 
million population. 

The JBRDP, set up in 1992 
under the patronage of HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and the 
Duke of Kent, operates under 
the aegis of Jordan's Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST) and 
Britain’s Royal Geographic 
Society (RGS). 

Mohammed Shahbaz, head 
of the JBRDP. said Britain's 
Department for International 
Development (DID) granted 
JD500.000 to the programme 
to cover comprehensive stud- 
ies related to the region’s 
half-million livestock popula- 
tion. 

“We hope that one day the 
programme will evolve to 
become a national centre for 
studies on dry and arid land,” 
be told the Jordan Times. 

The project has also docu- 
mented historical rites in the 
eastern badia, including Qasr 
Burq’a, a Roman-Byzantine 


structure on a lake, as pan of 
efforts to develop the area’s 
tourism potential. 

The site, constructed of 
basalt, lies 175 kilometres 
northeast of the oasis town of 
Azraq, once a main source of 
water supplies for Amman. 

“The most important thing 
is to strike a careful balance 
between local people, the 
environment and tourism,” 
Sharifa Zein, JBRDP financ- 
ing manager, told the Jordan 
Times during a familiarisation 
tour last weekend. 

“We need to attract Jordani- 
ans, especially young people, 
to enrich their knowledge of 
their own country and its 
sites.” 

The project is also trying to 
improve health services in the 
eastern badia — covering 35 
communities of nearly 1 8,000 
people — as it lacks hospitals 
and specialised doctors. 

Researchers are also look- 
ing into ways to boost the 
area's agricultural potential 
by improving farming and 
irrigation techniques to 
reduce water wastage, esti- 
mated at 4.1 million cubic 


metres (mcm ) a year. 

In paralleL the project is 
launching a public awareness 
campaign to cut down on 
unnecessary water consump- 
tion. 

In the field of education, the 
project is Dying to point out 
areas of weakness to help 
inhabitants cope with chal- 
lenges posed by a changing 
world. 

JBRDP statistics show that 
the badia provides 24.36 per 
cent of Jordan's national 
income; 60 per cent of fossil 
water resources, JD5S5 mil- 
lion revenue from mineral 
wealth, 90 per cent of total 
grazing lands, 10 per cent of 
traditional energy production, 
and 70 per cent of total red 
meat production. 

The programme, based in 
Safawi, 156 kilometres north- 
east of Amman, covers over 
11,000 kilometres in area 
stretching between the bor- 
ders of Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
Syria. 

The programme is financed 
by the HCST, the Badia 
Friends Fund, and Badia' s 
Credit Fund. 


Planned rally marking Israel’s 50th 
anniversary of occupation banned 


By Francesca Grind 

Ionian Tunes Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — The go\ em- 
inent on Wednesday banned a 
rally planned by the Islamist- 
led coalition of opposition 
parties to commemorate the 
50lh anniversary of Israel's 
1948 occupation of Palestine. 

Officials told the Jordan 
Times that the ban was issued 
in compliance with the 1992 
Political Parties Law. which 
stipulates that the acti\ ities of 
political parties must be 
restricted to parry premises. 

The rally, planned for 
Thursday, was to start from 
the headquarters of the Union 
of the Professional Associa- 
tions. 

Opposition leaders 

responded by urging citizens 
and politicians to boycott an 
Israeli embassy reception to 
be held on Thursday to cele- 
brate Israel's 50* indepen- 
dence day. 

The opposition has called 
for a boycott of Israeli nation- 
al day celebrations every year 
since Jordan and Israel signed 
the 1994 peace treat) and 


Disaster 

management 

centre, 

UNDP sign 

training 

agreement 

By Ahma d Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Hashemite 
Charity Organisation iHCOi 
and the U.N. Development 
Programme lUNDPt Wednes- 
day signed an agreement to 
improve Jordan’s ability to 
ha ndle natural and ma n-made 
disasters. “ 

The accord will help the 
HCO Disaster Management 
Training Centre (DMTO cope 
with both situations through a 
strategy based on planning, 
response, and the timely dis- 
semination of disaster-related 
information. 

UNDP Resident Representa- 
tive Jorgen Lissner signed the 
deal wi* Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam AbbadL who is also 
HCO secretary general. The 
organisation was set up by 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, who also chairs its 
board of directors. 

Jordan will make a S21 1.000 
in-kind donation, while *e 
UNDP will gram S 197.00c) to 
the one-year project, which 
will help train civil servants 
and staff of non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) in disas- 
ter management 
lyad Abu Mughli. LINDP 
senior environmental officer, 
said the agency was planning 
to hold a regional workshop in 
Jordan on disaster management 
within the next two months. 

“Participants from Arab and 
Islamic countries will attend." 
he told *e Jordan Times. 

Prince Hassan established 
the DMTC in 1995. the only 
such facility in the region, wi* 
the hope of expanding its ser- 
vices to Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries in the region. 

The HCO is a non-govern- 
mental organisation set up 
1990 after hundreds of *ou- 
sands of Jordanians tied 
Kuwait because of the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

Jordan is susceptible to natur- 
al disasters such as earth- 
quakes, droughts, flash Hoods 
and occasional severe snowfall 
and to man-made catastrophes 
such as traffic and industrial 
accidents, influxes of refugees 
and displaced people from I 
neighbouring countries. 


exchanged diplomatic mis- 
sion*. 

The rjj>. organised b\ the 
S3 eprv-titiun parties repre- 
sented in the Higher Commit- 
tee for Coordination Among 
the Opposition Parties 
i HCCAOP). v.jn meant lo 
coincide with this year's 
L-rueli embassy function. 

“The government says that 
lit banned *e rally] because 
we submitted *e request in 
the name of the Higher Com- 
mittee.’' a body that is nor 
recognised b> the govern- 
ment. 

“But I am sure that, even if 
v.e sent -the request] in some 
other way the answer would 
have still been no.'' said 
Deputy Mohammad Ouran 
fTaiileh i. who is currently 
holding the sivmon* chair 
of the HCCAOP. 

Opposition leaders told a 
press conference at *e head- 
quarters of the Islamic Action 
Front i LAF > that *e Amman 
co\ emor on Tuesday refused 
to authorise the rally. They 
added that I l*-hour negotia- 
tions on Tuesday and 
WednesJuv wi* officials at 


the Ministry of Interior also 
failed. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli 
embassy here confirmed that 
preparations were proceeding 
for Thursday's reception. 

"The number of regrets that 
we have received is not 
unusual for any diplomatic 
function by any other 
embassy.” said the Israeli 
embassy spokesperson. 
Ro'ey Gilad. 

The Israeli embassy 
declined u» specily *e num- 
ber of invitations sent or the 
number of regrets received so 
far. 

'‘After 50 sears of struggle, 
having the Israeli embassy 
celebrate the occupation of 
Palestine here, in .Amman, 
while our public meetings are 
banned, is simply unbeliev- 
able.” said Dr. Ouran. who is 
also the secretary general of 
*e left-wing Arab Land 
Pam-. 

The HCCAOP accused *e 
government of going out of 
its w ay “to please *e Israelis, 
at *e expense of its own peo- 
ple." 

“The government is allow- 


Attorney plans appeal 
upholds man’s death 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — The defence 
attorney of a 52-yeur-old man 
sentenced to dea* for the 
19S9 murder of his wife 
Wednesday said he is plan- 
ning to appeal the decision at a 
higher court 

Attorney Taha Ali 
Rawashdeh said he was not 
convinced wi* *e court's 
decision to sentence his client 
.Ahmad Ali. to death, adding 
that he felt his client should 
have benefited from a reduc- 
tion in penalty. 

"My client killed his wife to 
cleanse his honour, a fact *e 
Criminal Court did hot take" 
into consideration.” Mr. 
Rawashdeh told *e Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Alt's death sentence was 
upheld by *e Criminal Court 
headed by Judse Jihad Kha- 


sawneh and including Judges 
.Ahmad Khatib and Yassin 
Abdullat following a higher 
court's request to reconsider 
the original sentence. 

In its original ruling on Dec. 
S, 1997. the Criminal Court 
sentenced Mr. .Ali to dea* for 
the premeditated murder of his 
wife, Amneh Hassan. 40, a 
mother of nine. 

The defendant claimed in 
court *at he killed and buried 
his wife in a cave in the Tabekt 
Fahel area in the northern pan 
of the Kingdom for reasons of 
honour, stating that “he saw a 
man leaving his house late at 
night" 

However. *e Criminal 
'Couri~*en"rejected his 'pleas 
of cleansing his honour and 
sentenced him to dea*. 

The Court of Cassation 
returned the case to the Crimi- 
nal Court to “reconsider the 
defendant’s accusations and 


ing aggressors and occupiers 
ttTcelebnue on our soil,*’ said 
IAF Deputy Secremry Gener- 
al Hammam Sa’id, a hardline 
Islamist 

Mr. Sa'id referred to the 
establishment of the Jewish 
state as “*e worst memory in 
our life," and asked *e gov- 
ernment to shut down the 
Israeli embassy. 

“Struggling for the Holy 
Lund is the 'abc' of our lan- 
guage. and it is a sacred duty- 
fur all .Arabs to oppose *e 
occupation of Palestine." Dr. 
Ouran told reporters. 

Notwithstanding *e gov- 
ernment's ban. *e HCCAOP 
announced a series of initia- 
tives. including debates, sem- 
inars, and book exhibitions, to 
be held over *e next few 
weeks in different parts of *e 
Kingdom. 

Half of Jordanians are of 
Palestinian origins. Though 
most of them have been fully 
integrated into Jordan’s econ- 
omy and society, some 
350.000 Palestinians forced 
to flee *eir homes in the 1948 
and 1967 Arab-Israeli con- 
flicts are still living in camps. 


after court 


sentence 


determine if he should benefit 
from a reduction in penalty.” 

According to court docu- 
ments. *e defendant told 
police *at he decided to kill 
his wife after .seeing a man 
leave his house late at night in 
1989 upon returning home 
front a party. 

The court added that 
"although his wife denied hav- 
ing an affair, he did not believe 
her and plotted to kill her." 

On the evening of the inci- 
dent, it maintained the defen- 
dant lured his wife to a desert- 
ed cave, shot her twice in the 
back and buried. her in the 
cave. 

The following morning, he 
~as k * ed his ch mS^TibourTiis 
wife’s whereabouts, then went 
and placed a missing person 
ad in *e newspaper. 

Two months later. *e defen- 
dant married ano*er women. 
*e court said 
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Minister of Transport and Telecommunications Sami Gammoh on Wednesday briefs 
tbe L'-S. delegation on regional developments (Petra photo) 

Visiting U.S. defence college delegation 
briefed on regional developments 


AMMAN (Petra) — A dele- 
gation from the U.S. National 
Defence College Wednesday 
met wi* the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh 
and discussed *e general 
political situation in the Mid- 
dle East. U.S.-Jordanian mili- 
tary cooperation and issue* of 
common concern to the two 
countries. 

The delegation, led by 


retired Admiral Wesley Mac- 
Donald was briefed on the 
development and the duties of 
(he Jordan Armed Forces and 
their role within the U.N. 
peace-keeping forces around 
the world 

Also Wednesday, the dele- 
gation met wi* acting For- 
eign Minister Sami Gammoh, 
who outlined Jordan's foreign 
policies and the Kingdom's 
principled stand vis-a-vis the 


peace process. 

Voicing Jordan's hope *at 
ihe U.S. will play a more 
active role in establishing 
peace and security in the Mid- 
dle East. Mr. Gammoh said 
security and economic pros- 
perity for all peoples depend 
on the establishment of a just 
peace. 

The minister also discussed 
the Middle East situation wi* 
the delegation members. 


mated at 4.1 million cubic Credit Fund | neighbouring countries. | »ne delegation, tea oy principiea stana vis-a-vis me me aeiegauon memoers. 

Prize- winning machine expected to improve students’ technical skills 

By Mohammad Ben Hussein The Prince Abdullah bin El Hussein applications, including how to lay the trainees to boost their creativity teacher. 
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By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A government high 
school has woo HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, 1998 “Scientific 
Prize” for developing an electrical 
machine that allows students to do 
experiments and is almost five times 
cheaper than similar imported equip- 
ment. 


The Prince Abdullah bin El Hussein 
Professional Assembling School, in 
the goveraoraie of Ajloun. north of 
Amman, received tbe prize last week 
at a special ceremony held under die 
patronage of Prince Hassan. 

Teachers Wednesday said the elec- 
tricity-circuit machine will help 
improve the technical and vocational 
skills of students focusing on electrical 
studies through its multi-purpose 


applications, including how to lay 
electricity lines at homes and inside 
car engines. 

’The project has two main objec- 
tives: a practical one and an economic 
one.” a teacher who requested 
anonymity, told the Jordan Tunes. 

‘It wilThelp students develop their 
basic skills to be able to cope wi* the 
needs of the local market while allow- 
ing the teacher to directly supervise 


the trainees to boost their creativity 
and self-reliance." 

The machine w'as assembled by 
schoolteacher Bassem Hleil Badr at a 
cost of JD847 — well below *e 
JD4.000 cost on international markets. 

"In addition, it does not require 
much maintenance and cuts the tim- 
ing of each exercise to one hour 
instead of *e three hours it takes on 
the traditional machine.” said the 


teacher. 

This machine could be used by 
community colleges and professional 
schools across the Kingdom, he added 

“The school wanted to launch an 
initiative to upgrade *e country’s edu- 
cational standard while trying to 
bridge the sap wi* the world’s mod- 
ern technology at the cheapest possi- 
ble rates.” he said. ’Thankfully, we 
succeeded in our mission.” 





4 World News 


Russia’s new reformist cabinet 


could become dependent on regions 


MOSCOW i AFP) — Russia 
woke up to* a new govern- 
ment Wednesday with mar- 
ket reformers occupying key 
posts in Sergei Kiriyenko’s 
cabinet, but analysts warned 
he could become dependent 
on powerful regional leaders 
to push reforms through. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
retained Boris Nemtsov in 
the new cabinet announced 
Tuesday, making the high- 
profile reformer one of three 
deputy prime ministers and, 
according to government 
sources, acting premier in 
Mr. Kiriyenko's absence. 

Further underscoring the 
incoming administration's ■- 
commitment to reform, j 
Viktor Khristenko was ■' 
named alongside Mr. 
Nemtsov as deputy prime 
minister, while Mr. 
Kiriyenho kept on techno- 
crat Mikhail Zadornov as 
finance minister. A third 
deputy premier has still to 
be announced. 

However, the announce- 
ment that a troika of reform- 
ers would occupy key eco- 
nomic posts met with a 
muted response from the 
financial markets. Dmitry 
Konov. broker at MFK- 
Renaissance. said: “The 

marker is a little higher, but 
is not especially optimistic." 

Pundits say the govern- 
ment’s room for manoeuvre 
over the economy is tight, 
hemmed in by poor tax col- 
lection. burgeoning wage 


arrears, spiralling debt and a 
strained budget. 

Political analysts also 
questioned whether the new 
cabinet would have the clout 
to force controversial mar- 
ket reforms through a hos- 
tile state Duma lower house 
of parliament, cowed into 
accepting Mr. Kiriyeoko as 
premier by the threat of dis- 
solution. 

In a counterpoint to the 


youthful technocrats hold- 
ing economic posts. Mr. 
Yeltsin confirmed the veter- 
an Yevgeny Primakov. 68. 
as foreign minister and Igor 
Sergeyev. 60. as defence 
minister, with Mr. Yeltsin 
loyalist Sergei Stepashin, 
46. given interior. 

Andrei Piontkovsky. 
director of the Moscow- 
based Centre for Strategic 
Studies, said us deputy 


prime minister Mr. 
Khristenko would handle 
regional policy as he had 
done while Mr. Zadornov’s 
deputy at finance. 

The appointment high- 
lighted the new-found 
importance of regional elites 
and signalled Mr. 
Kiriyenko's government 
would rely on the 
Federation Council, or 
upper chamber of parlia- 


CIS summit under way 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Leaders of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) began Wednesday a summit aimed 
at discussing wide-ranging structural 
reforms of the ex-Soviet grouping. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin began a 
lhr 45mins speech to the leaders of the 
12 member states, some of whom previ- 
ously expressed iiuie hope that anything 
concrete would be achieved by the sum- 
mit. 

Mr. Yeltsin however told delegates that 
“the peoples of the CIS are not only 
expecting a declaration staring that the 
commonwealth exists, but also and espe- 
cially. actions and concrete measures," 
reported the agency Interfax. 

He went on to urge presidents Robert 
Kocharian of Armenia and Heydar Aliyev 
of Azerbaijan to “sit down at their desks 
and sign a document putting an end to 
their problems." 

Armenia and Azerbaijan dispute the 
ownership of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave which is situated in Azerbaijan 
but with a mainly Armenian population. 

The two leaders, whose countries 
fought over the enclave from 198S to 


1994, met Tuesday for the first time since 
the Armenian presidential elections, 
which brought to power Mr. Kocharian, 
considered a hero of Nagorno- 
Karabakh's Armenian-backed war to 
secede from Azerbaijan. 

Further bilateral meetings among CIS 
members got under way on the eve of the 
summit and were due to continue! 
Wednesday. 

Analysts predict the summit, twice 
postponed due to Mr. Yeltsin's ill health, 
is likely to be less animated than the acri- 
monious conference in Moldova last] 
October at which Russia was pilloried, 
despite the planned signature of more 
than 800 accords. 

Turkmen President Saparmurad 
Niyazov said on arrival in Moscow that 
he did “not attach any special expecta- 
tions to the coining meeting," although 
bilateral meetings might prove fruitful! 

The grouping comprises Armenia. 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, 
Russia. Tajikistan, Turkmenistan. 
Ukraine and Uzbekistan 


raeni whose members are 
drawn from Russia's 89 
regions, to implement its 
economic reform pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Khristenko “will con- 
tinue this job but the status 
of the job has been upgraded 
because the relationship 
with regions and governors 
in the Federation Council is 
very- important for the gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Piontkovsky 
said. 

“The idea of the govern- 
ment is to rely on support of 
the Federation Council 
rather than the Duma 
because the governors are 
the real administration,” he 
added. 

Other analysis neverthe- 
less predicted problems 
ahead for Mr. Kiriyenko. 
saying his avowed desire to 
head a cabinet picked for 
technical competence rather 
than political affiliations 
had resulted in a politically 
weak government. 

“For a government of pro- 
fessional technocrats to 
work efficiently, they need 
strong political protection. 
Such protection does not 
exist and cannot exist in the 
near future,” said Nikolai 
Petrov, of the Carnegie 
Endowment think-tank. 

Although an efficient 
administrator, Mr. 

Kiriyenko was now com- 
pletely dependent on his 
mentor Mr. Yeltsin, Mr. 
Petrov said. 


French extreme right wants anti-immigrant law 


PARIS (R) — A candidate 
for France’s far-right 
National Front said 
Wednesday she would pro- 
mote a “National 
Preference" law discrimi- 
nating against immigrants. 

Cendrine Le Chevallier. 
the leading candidate for 

the'* " ' 1 seat' J ’ * .'from the 

Mediterranean port of 
Todterf. 1 ’ 1 - roltf ‘ Europe T 
Radio she wanted to stop 
the immigration she said 
was worsening unemploy- 
ment. 

The law would have no 
chance in the National 
Assembly, where Ms. Le 
Chevallier is running for the 
National Front's only seat. 


which her husband Jean- 
Marie won last year but 
then lost because he 
exceeded legal limits on 
campaign spending. 

But Ms. Le Chevallier, 
who led the first round of 
voting with 39.5 per cent, 
may get the chance to sub- 
" mit 'fhe iprdposed bill! 

Her opponent. Socialist 
M Odette Casanova, worr 22.3 
per cent. The mainstream 
conservative parties, still 
reeling from the shock of 
National Front advances in 
regional elections last 
month, have refused to 
throw their support behind 
• her to block the extreme 
right from winning. 


Asked by Europe 1 Radio 
if she would submit a 
“National Preference” law. 
Ms. Le Chevallier said: 
"That would be one of the 
first things I’d do." 

The National Front, which 
controls four town halls in 
southern France, advocates 
sending Arab and African 
immigrants home and 
amending the constitution 
to give preference to French 
citizens in jobs, housing and 
other state benefits. 

VitroIIes. another Riviera 
town run by the National 
Front, introduced a “Baby 
Bonus" of 5,000 francs 
($831) this year for native 
French and European Union 


couples who produced off- 
spring. 

A court declared it dis- 
criminatory and illegal and 
the front appealed the rul- 
ing. 

The first couple to accept 
the bonus in January later 
sent the money, back, saying 
they were ashamed to' have' 
accepted it. 

Ms. Le Chevallier. whose 
husband is also mayor of 
Toulon and a European 
Parliament deputy, declined 
to tell Europe 1 whether she 
would give up her National 
Assembly seat to her spouse 
once his one-year period of 
parliamentary ineligibility 
is over. 


Indonesia students clash with security force 


MEDAN. Indonesia (R) — 
Tear gas filled the air 
Wednesday as thousands of 
Indonesian students, many 
throwing stones, clashed 
with security forces here in 
a protest against President 
Suharto. 

They surged on to the 
streets and Torched a police 
motorcycle before tear gas 
shells forced them back 
onto the campus at the 
University of North 
Sumatra where they built 
barricades out of chairs and 
desks. 

The university issued a 
statement saying the cam- 
pus was closed until May 7, 
but it did not appear the stu- 
dents were immediately 
aware of iL 

Des Wright of Reuters 
television said he saw stu- 
dents throw two Molotov - 
cocktails at an armoured car . 
stationed at the university’s 
main entrance without dam- 
aging it. 

Groups of students made 
forays to pelt the armoured 
car with stones while others 
lit fires. which they 
believed would diminish the 
effect of tear gas. and built 
barricades. 

There were no immediate 
reports of injuries, nor was 
there any immediate indica- 
tion that" the security forces 
intended to move on to the 
campus. 

The security forces appear 
to tolerate the protests, 
which began in February 
just before Mr. Suharto. 76. 
was reelected to a seventh 
five-year term by a body he 
largely hand-picked, as long 
as they remain on campus. 

There have been demon- 
strations in most major 
Indonesian centres for polit- 
ical and economic reform. 
Most have been confined to 
campuses and most have 
been peaceful, though secu- 



Indonesian students carry a colleague after he was 
overcome by tear gas fired by police and troops at the 
University of North Sumatra in the city of Medan. 
About 4,000 students demanding the ouster of 
President Suharto dashed with security forces at the 
gates of the university (Reuters photo) 


rity forces have acted when 
protests move on to the 
streets. 

Wednesday, there was 
also trouble in Bandung in 
Western Java, where wit- 
nesses said two students and 
two policemen were hurt as 
students tried to move out 
of a university campus 
there. 

The greatest violence has 
been at university of North 
Sumatra. 

Wednesday began with 
some 4,000 students 
swirling out of the campus 


and purring a passing 
policeman to flight with 
scones before torching his 
motorcycle. 

Security forces arrived 
quickly and fired several 
tear gas shells at the stu- 
dents. who fled back on to 
campus. The iron gates to 
the main entrance, lorn off 
its hinges by students 
Monday, were then put back 
in place and locked. The 
students tore them off again. 

These protesters were 
clearly ignoring plans by 
other Medan students to 


woo soldiers with flowers. 

Students at Medan's St. 
Thomas Catholic 

University said they 
planned to keep their 
protests peaceful, unlike 
Monday's confrontation at 
the university of North 
Sumatra, which security 
forces ended with water 
cannon, tear gas and a cam- 
pus blockade. 

“We hope the military will 
join us in bringing down the 
king." said Sl Thomas stu- 
dent Duman Wau. referring 
to Mr. Suharto. 

Ever-Iouder cries for Mr. 
Suharto to step down and 
accept responsibility for 
Indonesia's worst economic 
crisis in decades have been 
at the forefront of demands 
since the protests began. 

Political analysts say there 
are signs of backing for the 
protests within the powerful 
military and they find it sig- 
nificant that the older gener- 
ation has not spoken out 
against them. 

But Mr. Suharto has 
shown no inclination to step 
aside over a crisis in which 
the rupiah has lost some 70 
per cent of its value against 
the dollar since July and 
prices of basic foodstuffs 
have risen rapidly. 

The international mone- 
tary fund has drawn up a 
bail-out package for the 
country' worth more than 
$40 billion in return for 
wide-ranging reforms. 

The credit ratings agency 
Standard Poor’s Corp said 
Wednesday it was con- 
cerned about pace of the 
key reforms of the bank sec- 
tor. 

It said it feared “that the 
restructuring of the 
Indonesian banking sector 
is not proceeding as quickly 
as first anticipated, and lags 
behind that of its regional 
neighbours'*. 


Basque 
ETA rebels 
see lessons 
in Irish 
peace deal 


BILBAO, Spain (R) — The 
Basque guerrilla group ETA 
said in a communique released 
Wednesday that the recent 
Northern Ireland peace 
accords could provide lessons 
for helping to end decades of 
violence in Spain's Basque 
country. 

ETA, in a statement pub- 
lished in the Basque separatist 
newspaper Egin, expressed 
“complete respect" for the 
Irish peace agreement reached 
on April 10 in Belfast and said 
it was “ready to learn from it" 

In its first public reaction to 
the Irish peace process, the 
separatist rebels said: “The 
most important lesson is that it 
produces an overall solution 
and that the solution it 
achieves responds to all the 
complicated aspects of the 
conflict." 

ETA's communique follows 
an Argentine newspaper report 
last weekend Irish Republican 
Army IRA officials and ETA 
representatives recently held 
secret talks in Uruguay to dis- 
cuss whether a similar peace 
process could be initialed In 
the Basque conflict. 

Moderate Basque national- 
ists have called on ETA to fol- 
low the IRA's example and 
declare a truce. An ERA cease- 
fire that went into effect last 
year paved the way for negoti- 
ations that led to a peace 
agreement 

ETA took note of public 
opinion heavily in favour of 
Basque peace talks, but it gave 
no indication it was willing to 
give up its armed struggle 
unless the Spanish govern- 
ment meets its demands for an 
independent Basque state. 

ETA also used its latest com- 
munique to claim responsibili- 
ty for 15 attacks since the end 
of January, including the 
assassination of a Seville city 
councillor and his wife. 

ETA accused Spanish 
authorities of “not listening to 
anything other than the clam- 
our to maintain a status quo 
that brings war. oppression 
and destruction to the Basque 
country.” 

Spanish officials have stead- 
fastly refuse to negotiate with 
ETA until it renounces vio- ’ 
lence. 

ETA. which stands for 
Basque homeland and free- 
dom. has killed more than 800 
people in its 30-year struggle 
for independence. 
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (left) votes as influentional businessman Boris 
Berezovsky looks on during his appointment as Secretary of the Co mmo n wealth of 
Independent States (CIS), the body which groups 12 of the 15 ex-Soviet republics. 
Berezovsky, 52, replaces Ivan Korotcbenya and is expected in his new job to spear- 
head efforts to reform the CIS, a loose body dismissed by many as just a talking shop 
(Reuters photo) 


U.K. tells ex-POWs it will 
not ask Japan for more cash 


LONDON (R) — Britain 
Wednesday rejected 

appeals from survivors of 
Japanese prisoner-of-war 
camps to lobby Tokyo for 
more compensation, saying 
there was no legal basis for 
doing so. 

Campaigners for the sur- 
viving prisoners want 
Britain to reopen a 1951 
peace treaty with Japan 
under which Tokyo paid 
small sums of money to 
camp" survivors. 

But Junior Foreign Office 
Minister Derek Fatchett 
said the British government 
had studied the case for 
challenging the treaty in 
1955 and decided to do 
nothing. 

"The preliminary legal 
advice that is given to us as 
a government and (upon) 
which we have to act is that 
40 years or more later it is 
impossible for us to reopen' 
that treaty.’’ he told BBC 
radio. 

"The simple fact is that 
we have been told by the 
Japanese the treaty will not 
be reopened." said Mr. 
Fatchett, who met represen- 
tatives of the prisoners late 
Tuesday. 

Manyn Day, a solicitor 
representing the prisoners, 
said the 1951 treaty con- 
tained a clause saying that if 
Japan was more generous to 
camp survivors from other 


nations Britain had the right 
to seek more money. 

He said foreign office 
documents from 1955 
revealed the government 
knew that Burmese and 
Swiss survivors had been 
paid 50 times more than 
British victims. 

“All along we've been 
told the British government 
had no legal right to go 
back to the Japanese and 
here are these documents 
saying they did have those 
rights," he told BBC radio. 

“I think it’s very depress- 
ing indeed that we've 
reached this stage — after 
50 years of the prisoners of 
war bashing their heads 
against the Japanese — that 
this government has decid- 
ed they're not prepared to 
do anything more.” . 

Later Wednesday parlia- 
ment is due to debate pris- 
oners’ demands for com- 
pensation and a meaningful 
apology from Japan for the 
abuse they suffered. 

Thousands of allied pris- 
oners were forced by the 
Japanese imperial army to 
work as slave labourers 
during the war and many 
were tortured or starved and 
died in captivity. 

Some survivors say they 
plan to insult Japanese 
Emperor Akihito during an 
official visit next month by 
turning their backs on him 


as he as he approaches 
Buckingham Palace with 
Queen Elizabeth in a gilded 
horse-drawn coach. 

Mr. Fatchett — who has 
raised the matter with the 
Japanese on several occa- 
sions since the labour gov- 
ernment took power a year 
ago — said the fault lay 
with the conservative 
administration of 1955. 

“We are constrained by- a 
decision taken 43 years ago 
by a conservative minister. 
We have to live with that." 
he said. 

“And whatever the conse- 
quences of that — and I 
understand some of the dis- 
appointments — we cannot 
pretend that decision was 
not taken by the then con- 
servative government" 

. Disgruntled survivors say 
a recent decision to deco- 
rate Emperor Akihito dur- 
ing his visit With the- order ■' 
of the garter; Britain's high- 
est award-for ehi valty- ^as- 
made them even more bit- 
ter. 

Six organisations from 
Britain, the United States. 
Australia and New Zealand 
launched a lawsuit in Tokyo 
three years ago, demanding 
an official apology and 
compensation of $22,000 
each from the Japanese 
government for inhumane 
treatment during their cap- 
tivity. 


Gunmen kill 10 farmhands in Colombia 


BOGOTA (AFP) — At least 
10 farmhands were killed in 
cold blood by a group of 
gunmen who ordered them 
off a bus near Urrao. some 
300 kilometres northwest of 
here, the town mayor said. 

About 15 heavily-armed 
men picked their victims 
from a list they carried, 
made them lie face down on 
the ground and shot them 
with automatic rifles and 
handguns, Ivan Posada told 
the Radionet station late 
Tuesday. 

He said the massacre ear- 
lier Tuesday was reported 
by several men who man- 
aged to escape into the 
heavily-forested mountain- 
side. 

One of the witnesses told 
the radio station the death 


toll could be as high as 14. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the gunmen 
belonged to the rebel 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) or to paramilitary 
groups, both of whom roam 
the rugged Antioquia 
department Mr. Posada 
said. 

One of the witness said 
the gunmen wore military 
uniforms, the mayor added. 

Rising violence is a major 
concern for Colombian 
authorities in the runup to 
May 31 presidential elec- 
tion. 

Tuesday, police raided a 
suspected FARC hideout 
□ear Bogota. Three people 
were arrested and a large 
quantity of ammunition was 


seized at the house in 
Soocha. a police spokesman 
said. 

The defence ministry said 
later that security around 
Bogota and other major 
Colombian cities was being 
tightened to prevent guerril- 
la attacks as the election 
draws closer. 

Oyer the weekend, the 
campaign headquarters in 
Bogota of the ruling party’s 
presidential candidate 
Horacio Serpa and the 
opposition’s Harold Bedoya 
were bombed. 

Mr. Bedoya. a retired 
army general, has vowed to 
crush all rebel groups. 

President Ernesto Samper 
is constitutionally banned 
from seeking a second term 
in office. 


South African ‘supercow’ dies 
after bad scientific experiment 


CAPE TOWN (AFP.) — A 
cow that holds the world 
record for milk production 
has died following a scientific 
experiment that went wrong, 
the Cape Times said 
Wednesday. 

Superstar 9405, which in 
November produced a world 
record 125 litres of milk in 
one day. was raised by fanner 
Ludwig van Deventer ai 
Stellenbosch. 50 kilometres 
from here. 

The envy of other dairy 
farmers. Superstar 9405. 
named after (he year and 
month she was bom, became 
the object of fascination of 
scientists around the world. 

Monday last week, the 
supercow was fit and healthy 
and produced 94 litres of milk 


in the morning, the report 
said. 

That afternoon, a scientist 
and two students from the 
Stellenbosch University came 
to take skin samples from her. 
An hour-and-a-half later, the 
cow collapsed. 

Week-long efforts to keep 
the bovine alive failed and she 
died Tuesday. 

“It's a bloody calamity." Mr. 
van Deventer said. 

“We've got people all 
around the country trying to 
determine what went wrong. 
Everyone's ducking and div- 
ing now but the fact is they’ve 
killed a cow that was one in a 
million.” 

He said the scientists took 
skin samples from the cow's 
tail after injecting her with a 


local anaesthetic. 

‘T opened my doors to the 
scientists because they 
believed they could make a 
major discovery for the dairy 
world by studying her... I've 
paid a terrible price by being 
nice to these people." 

The Scottish scientists who 
cloned Dolly the sheep had 
begun negotiations for a 
research bid to tty to clone 
Superstar, he said 

Fortunately Superstar has a 
sister; Megacow, who pro- 
duces just as much milk* but 
Mr. van Deventer is not let- 
ting anyone near hen ‘Tm 
closing the door to all people, 
who want to study her," be. 
said. 

“I can’t take another - 
chance.” 
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Tibetan self 

immolation 

questions 

Dalai 

Lama’s 

middle-path 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Tibetans fighting against 
Chinese rule in their home- 
land said here Wednesday 
the death of a compatriot for 
the cause could steer the 
campaign away from the 
Dalai Lama’s non-violent 
struggle. 

They said Thupten 
Ngodub’s self-immolation 
could put their anti-Chinese 
campaign more firmly in the 
hands of the 'Tibetan Youth 
Congress (TYC). which dif- 
fers from their God-King’s 
“Middle-Path” of absolute 
non-violence. 

Ngodub, 50, set himself on 
fire here Monday and suf- 
fered 100-per cent bums 
after the police broke up a 
marathon hunger strike by 
six Tibetans. He died of car- 
diac arrest early Wednesday 
in a Delhi hospital. 

The self-immolation is die 
first such protest by a 
Tibetan since 1951 when 
C hina occupied Tibet 
According to the TYC, 
which boasts of 10,000 
members here and thousands 
of followers in Tibet, 
Ngodub’s extreme protest 
was a watershed in the histo- 
ry of the Tibetan's non-vio- 
lent struggle. 

Karma Yeshi, TYC vice 
president and one of the 
group’s hardline leaders, 
said: “The Dalai Lama did 
not achieve anything during 
his 40 years' of struggle.’' 

“We have achieved some- 
thing with Ngodub's death. 
Thousands of Tibetans in our 
homeland have now woken 
up and will support our type 
of campaign against China.” 
“The Middle Path is die 
strategy of His Holiness and 
the militant struggle is ours 
... maybe one day both the 
angles will meet.” Ml Yeshi 
told AFP in an interview. 

The Dalai Lama is the spir- 
itual leader of six million 
Tibetans. He fled to India at 
the bead of some 100.000 
followers following an 
abortive anti-Chinese upris- 
ing in his homeland in 1959. 

Ml Yeshi said although 
Tibetans had respect for their 
God-king, they were in a 
militant mood. 

‘‘From now our campaign 
would be more aggressive," 
the TYC vice chief said. 

The Tibetan Congress in a 
statement said: “The Tibetan 
people have sent a dear 
message to the wodd that 
they can sacrifice them- 
selves for the cause of an 
independent Tibet ... More 
blood will flow in the com- 
ing days.” 

"The Tibetan people will 
fight to the last drop of their 
blood. Tibetans of this gen- 
eration will create a new 
chapter in the modem histo- 
ry of Tibet." 

The Dalai Lama, while 
visiting Ngodub in a hospital 
here Tuesday, said he was 
“confused.” 

*T have made every effort 
for the past 20 years for the 
self-rule of the Tibetans but I 
have foiled — I am con- 
fused... I have no alternative 
solution to offer.” 

“For many years, I have 
been able to persuade 
Tibetan people to eschew 
violence in our freedom 
struggle. Today, it is clear a 
sense of frustration and 
urgency is building up 
among many Tibetans as 
seen by the unto-death 
hunger strike and yester- 
day's tragic incident” 

“This frustration stems 
from the feet that the Tibetan 
people., are being gradually 
■*iped out from die face of 
the earth,” he said 
Several leaders from the 
Tibetan government-in- 
erile, in the northern Indian 
town of Dharamsala, have 
previously questioned the 
non-violent path of their 
spiritual leader as well. 

Pema Dhondup, editor of a 
Tibetan newspaper in India 
said: "The signals are very 
cieaL.. Backets of our cause 
®e now impatienL..They 
want a free Tibet, at any 
cost” 



U.S., China upbeat over 
presidential summit 


Albanians wearing bibs spelling out ‘KOSOVA’ demonstrate outside the Italian 
Foreign Ministry as envoys of the six-nation Contact Group began talks to discuss 
measures to prod Yugoslavia and ethnic Albanians into negotiating a settlement to 
end tension and violence in Kosovo (Reuters photo) 

Divided Contact Group 
begins meeting on Kosovo 


ROME (AFP) — The 
Contact Group on the for- 
mer Yugoslavia began talks 
here Wednesday on how to 
end the crisis in the Serbian 
province of Kosovo. 

The discussions bring 
together senior foreign 
affairs officials from 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, Russia and the United 
States. 

Italy’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Piero Fassino said 
the talks were aimed at eas- 


ing tension in the Albanian 
majority province and “cre- 
ating conditions for open- 
ing dialogue between the 
two sides.” 

More than 100 people 
have died since a Serbian 
crackdown was launched in 
March in Kosovo, whose 
two million population is 
90 per cent ethnic 
Albanian. 

The Contact Group in 
March demanded an end to 
the crackdown and urged 


Belgrade to accept interna- 
tional mediation. But 
Belgrade has refused such 
outside involvemenL 
The United Stales and 
Britain are taking a hard 
line against Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic, seeking to 
impose sanctions if he 
refuses to budge on 
Kosovo, observers say. But 
they are running into resis- 
tance from France and 
Russia. 


Malaysia sends air force planes 
and navy ships to search for tanker 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Malaysia sent air force planes 
and navy ships in renewed 
efforts to search for the miss- 
ing tanker Petro Ranger, sus- 
pected of having' been' 
hijacked for its $1.5 million 
cargo, a maritime official said 
Wednesday. 

Captain Prathaban Krishnan 
of tiie Klang-based Maritime 
Rescue Coordination Centre 
(MRCC). west of here, said 
authorities will continue to 
scour Malaysian waters for 
die missing ship. "We don’t 
stop until we find some solid 
evidence of the ship. There 
has to be an outcome he told 
AFP. 

Capt. Prathaban said the 
search and rescue operation 
cannot “just be called off,” 
when asked bow long the 
search would last “It will be 
on going. But we have done 
what we can,” be added. The 
owners of the missing 
Malaysian-flagged oil tanker 
have offered a $50,000 reward 
for news about the ship's late. 

The whereabouts of the 
Petro Ranger was a mystery, 
two days after its disappear- 
ance en route from Singapore 
to Vietnam first became 


known publicly. Pirates are 
suspected of having seized 
and diverted the tanker. 

The Petro Ranger, carrying' 
11.000 tonnes of diesel and 
kerosene, left Singapore on 
April 16 en route for Ho Chi 
Minh City in southern 
Vietnam arid was last heard 
from on April 17. 

The Petro Ranger's ship- 
ping agents, Petroships Pte. 
Ltd in Singapore, said they 
believed it was hijacked by 
pirates while navigating the 
South China Sea. CapL 
Prathaban said he was certain 
the ship has not sunk because 
if it has, the electronic position 
indicating radio beacon 
(EPIRB) would transmit a sig- 
nal. 

“The sea at that rime was 
also calm,” he added 

Noel Choong. regional 
manager of the International 
Maritime Bureau (IMB) 
Regional Piracy Centre here 
said that if the ship has been 
hijacked the pirates would 
have destroyed the radio bea- 
con along with all other com- 
munications equipment 

Maritime officials said if the 
radio beacon, often located at 
the bridge is switched on, the 


location of Petro Ranger 
could be mapped out. 

Petro Ranger's crew' of 21 
was , composed of .an 
Australian master, seven 
Malaysians, six Indonesians, 
four Bangladeshis. one 
Filipino, a Ghanaian and a 
Myanmar national. 

The Petro Ranger was the 
third fuel tanker to disappear 
since Nov. 17. The first was 
Atlanta 15, which was 
hijacked in Riau Straits, 
Indonesia. On Jan. 13, Homan 
1 was boarded by pirates near 
Aur Island in East Malaysia. 
In both incidents an unidenti- 
fied tanker came alongside to 
siphon off the fuel. 

Piracy on the high seas in 
South East Asia is expected to 
soar both in frequency and 
brutality as regional economic 
turmoil continues, maritime 
officials have warned. 

The IMB in January said 
piracy throughout the world 
rose slightly to 229 cases last 
year, with killings rising and 
South East Asian waters, 
notably those around 
Indonesia, remaining the most 
dangerous. 


Clouds of dissent gather ahead 
of Beijing University centenary 


BEIJING (AFP.) — Dissident 
calls for the release of impris- 
oned former students and the 
reported arrest of an alumnus 
activist Wednesday clouded 
plans for Beijing University's 
centenary celebrations next 
week. 

A Hong Kong-based rights 
group said Wang Youcai — a 
student leader of the 1989 pro- 
democracy demonstrations in 
Tiananmen Square — had 
disappeared after travelling to 
Beijing to attend the May 4 
ceremonies. 

It was suspected authorities 
detained Ml Wang to prevent 
him from causing trouble dur- 
ing the high-profile celebra- 
tions, the fitformation Centre 
for Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China said, citing other main- 
land dissidents. 

Mr. Wang disappeared 
Monday, a day after travelling 
to Beijing from his home in 
eastern Hangzhou city, the 
group said in a foxed state- 
ment As a Beijing University 
alumnus, be had received a 
formal invitation to attend the 
centenary. 

A desk clerk at die Tianfu 
Hotel, near the university 


campus, told AFP Mr. Wang 
vacated his room Monday 
after one night but could not 
confirm whether he paid his 
own bill and checked himself 
out normally. 

"I was not here at the time.” 
the clerk said. 

Eighteen other alumni of the 
university who are now dissi- 
dents in the United States — 
inducting Wang Dan and 
astrophysicist Fang Lizhi — 
meanwhile issued an open let- 
ter urging university leaders to 
press for the release of five 
former students now impris- 
oned for their views. 

The five are U Hai, Hu 
Shigen, Lu Zhizbao. Guo 
Hatfeng and U Baiguang. 

“We appeal to the alumni of 
Beijing University returning 
for the celebrations to use all 
means to remind university 
authorities not to foiget these 
five people, and to take mea- 
sures to help free them from 
prison,” a copy of the letter 
faxed to AFP said 

University leaders had “an 
obligation” to help, it said 

In addition to Wang Dan 
and Mr. Fang — both key fig- 
ures in the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square movement, which was 


led by Beijing University stu- 
dents — signatories included 
prominent dissidents Wang 
Juniao, Chen YIzi and Hu 
Ping. 

After the army's brutal June 
4, 1989 crackdown on the 
Tiananmen protests, the gov- 
ernment placed strict controls 
on student and faculty life on 
campus to suppress political 
debate. 

The state -con trolled media 
have been promoting the May 
4 centenary by emphasising 
Beijing University’s role as a 
hotbed of Marxist discussion 
when the ruling Communist 
Party was in its infancy. 

Wang Youcai was listed by 
authorities as the I5th most 
wanted student activist fol- 
lowing die 1989 Tiananmen 
crackdown. He was sentenced 
to four years in prison for his 
rede in the demonstrations but 
was released on good behav- 
iour in November 1991. 

In recent months, be had 
joined other dissidents in sign- 
ing several open letters to the 
Chinese government, mainly 
calling for the release of polit- 
ical prisoners and an official 
reassessment of the events of 
1989. 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
and the United Stares 
declared Wednesday their 
turbulent relations were on 
the mend and the upcoming 
visit of U.S. President Bifi 
Clinton would add further 
impetus to their "strategic 
partnership.” 

“The United States and 
China have moved well 
down the road towards 
establishing a strategic part- 
nership,” visiting U.S. 
Secretary of " Stare 
Madeleine Albright said 
after officially opening a 
hotline between 

Washington and Beijing. 

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Tang Jiaxuan said if the two 
governments “make con- 
certed efforts, the visit of 
President Clinton will be a 
complete success.” But the 
warm words between Mrs. 
Albright and Mr. Tang 
masked continued divisions 
between the two world 
powers, with China putting 
Taiwan at the top of its 
agenda and the United 
States listing human rights, 
trade and non-proliferation ^ 
as areas of major concern. 

“There still remain some 
unclear areas, and ihe main 
one of these is Taiwan.” Mr. 
Tang said. 

“This is the most impor- 


S. African 
clinic 
hostages 
released 
after nearly 
24 hours 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
Sixteen staffers at a clinic were 
released Wednesday after being 
held hostage few nearly 24 
hours by a group that blamed 
the facility for the death of an 
infant, SABC radio reported. 

Enraged residents of 
Eldorado Park, south of 
Johannesburg, locked the staff 
of the Kliptown Clinic into a 
room Tuesday to protest the 
death of six-week-old Raygene 
Dixon last week. 

Police persuaded the protest- 
ers to release the hostages early 
Wednesday. 

The group claimed staff at the 
clinic bad turned away 
Raygene and ha- mother Friday 
because they 1 were preparing 
for the official opening of the 
clinic, which was to be attend- 
ed by various dignitaries 
including President Nelson 
Mandela. 

In the end, Mr. Mandeb did 
not attend. Raygene had been 
taken to the clinic because she 
was having trouble breathing. 
She was (bad by the time site 
arrived by ambulance at anoth- 
er hospital 

Eldorado Park residents 
demanded a public apology 
from the president as the clinic 
had been closed for his impend- 
ing visit, the head of the pro- 
testers, Lob Vblmink. told the 
Sowetan newspaper. 


rant and most sensitive 
issue in bilateral relations,” 
he added. 

Relations between China 
and the United States spi- 
ralled out of control in 1 995 
when Washington issued a 
visa to Taiwanese President 
Lee Tung-Hui in a move 
seen by Beijing as aimed at 
promoting official indepen- 
dence on the island. 

It took two years to put 
ties back on an even foot- 
ing, and Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin's state visit to 
the United States in October 
1997 was the first step in 
the two nations’ “strategic 
partnership” for the 2 1st 
century. 

Mr. Clinton's return visit 
in June is expected to 
cement ties further and will 
be the first visit to China by 
a U.S. president since that 
of George Bush in early 
19S9. 

Topping \lr. Climon’s 
agenda will be China’s 
imprisonment of dissidents 
who peacefully criticise the 
government, fears over 
nuclear and chemical pro- 
liferation and the growing 
U.S. deficit with China. 

When asked about the lift- 
ing of sanctions imposed on 
China after the June 4, 
1989. crackdown on stu- 


dents in Tiananmen Square. 
Mrs. Albright said there was 
no timetable and the 
process would be a long 
one. 

She gave no comment 
about China's human rights 
record, but Mr. Tang under- 
lined Beijing's intransi- 
gence on the issue by say- 
ing that exiled dissidents 
Wei Jingsheng and Wang 
Dan were sriU considered 
criminals by Beijing. 

“Wang Dan and Wei 
Jingsheng have violated 
Chinese law. They commit- 
ted crimes,” Mr. Tang said 
in response to a reporter's 
question. 

Boih were serving terms 
for plotting to overthrow 
the government and were 
released on medical parole 
on the condition they went 
immediately to the United 
Slates. 

Mrs. Albright flew into a 
rainy Beijing earlier 
Wednesday and was sched- 
uled to hold a working 
lunch with Mr. Tang to dis- 
cuss issues ranging from 
non-proliferation to human 
rights, trade and the envi- 
ronment. 

Her 48-hour visit to 
Beijing is aimed at clearing 
the way for Mr. Clinton's 
landmark trip to China in 


June. 

She will also meet with 
Vice Premier and former 
Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen. Premier Zhu 
Rongji and President Jiang 
Zemin before flying to 
Seoul early Friday. 

According to U.S. offi- 
cials accompanying her on 
the tour, Mrs. Albright will 
focus on nailing down a 
date for China's already- 
promised signing of the 
U.N.'s International 

Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. 

She will also press for the 
release of more political 
prisoners and sound out 
Beijing's political will on 
early entry to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
— which the Washington 
has said will require a 
sweeping changes in its 
trade policies, they said. 

The U.S. cabinet's co- 
ordinator for Tibet, Greg 
Craig, is accompanying 
Mrs. Albright but only in 
his capacity as director for 
policy planning, they con- 
firmed. 

Beijing protested 

Washington's decision to 
create of the office last 
October, describing the 
move as “interference in 
China's internal affairs." 


N. Korean leader says contacts 
between S. and N. Korea important 


SEOUL (.AFP) — North 
Korea’s leader Kim Jong-II 
said in a rare public state- 
ment that South and North 
Koreans should exchange 
visits and improve relations 
to pave the way for reunifi- 
cation. 

“For the great unity of the 
nation, all the Koreans in 
the North, South and 
abroad must visit one 
another, hold contacts, pro- 
mote dialogue and strength- 
en solidarity',” the North's 
official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) 
Wednesday quoted Mr. Kim 
as saying. 

The KCNA. monitored 
here, quoted a long letter by 
Mr. Kira dated April IS 
entitied “Let us reunify the 
country independently and 
peacefully through the great 
unity of the entire nation.” 

“Promoting wide-ranging 
visits, contacts, dialogues 
and solidarity among our 
compatriots is an important 
way to achieve the great 
unity of the nation,” Mr. 
Kim said. “Even though 
there is difference in ide- 
ologies, ideals, political 
views and religious beliefs 
within our nation, the fel- 
low countrymen can build 
up mutual understanding 
and trust and pool their will 
and efforts for the common 
objective of the nation if 
they all freely travel, hold 
contacts and dialogues and 
strengthen solidarity,’’ Mr. 
Kim said. 

The letter was released in 
Pyongyang last week, on 
the day that a high-level 
meeting between South and 


North Korea broke down in 
Beijing after the North 
refused to come up with a 
specific timetable for the 
reunion of families separat- 
ed since the division of the 
Korean Peninsula in 1945. 

The South said it would 
only offer fertilisers to the 
North if it agrees to a spe- 
cific timetable for the 
reunions. 

North Korean experts and 
government officials here 
said the letter in general 
showed no change in North 
Korea's attitude, but it was 
still “somewhat meaning- 
ful.” 

“As a whole, there is 
nothing new in the letter. 
But it is meaningful ax this 
time since North Korea is 
calling for dialogue with 
the South despite collapse 
of talks in Beijing," a gov- 
ernment official told AFP. 

“The letter mentions vis- 
its between South and 
North Korean. That is what 
we want, and it is interest- 
ing it was brought up. But 
the text needs to be studied 
further” a North Korean 
watcher here said. 

The Beijing talks were the 
first official government 
contact in nearly four years 
between the two Koreas, 
still technically at war since 
the 1953-53 Korean war. 

South Korea has said it 
w’ould not beg or force 
North Korea to return to the 
negotiating table, but would 
patiently wait for 
Pyongyang to come for- 
ward. 

In his letter. North 
Korea’s Kim said: 


“Dialogue between North 
and South must serve 
national unity and reunifi- 
cation.” 

“The dialogue must not 
be the monopoly of a few 
men in authority of a partic- 
ular class or section. It must 
be a wide-ranging, nation- 
wide dialogue that can pool 
the opinions of all political 
parties, groups and social 
sections.” 

The new South Korean 
government under 

President Kim Dae -Jung 
has spelt out its new- poli- 
cies towards North Korea 
including pledges not to try 
to foist a “German-style 
absorption" on the North 
and to provide economic 
help if it officially asks for 
it and keeps its one-million- 
strong army at bay. 

North Korea's Kim said 
his country was against 
South Korea's previous 
administration “not because 
they were in power but their 
policy on dependence on 
foreign forces, their policy 
against reunification and 
their treachery to the coun- 
try and nation. 

But, he added, if South 
Korea's new government 
“takes the patriotic stand, 
the stand of unity in 
alliance with the north, we 
will work with them to 
shape the destiny of the 
nation.” 

South and North Korea 
have remained technically 
at war since the 1950-53 
Korean conflicL An 
armistice was signed end- 
ing the conflict but never a 
peace agreement. 


Nigerian rights groups plead for coup plotters 


LAGOS (R ) — Nigerian 
human rights groups pleaded 
with the country's generals 
Wednesday to spare the lives 
of six men sentenced to death 
for plotting to overthrow mili- 
tary ruler General Sani 
Abacha. 

Gen. Abacha’s ruling mili- 
tary council must ratify the 
sentences on his former 
deputy, Lieutenant-General 
Oladipo Diva, and the other 
five before they can be carried 
out Execution for plotting a 
coup is traditionally by firing 
squad. 

“We hope the death sen- 
tences will not be carried oul It 
will do no good to shed more 
blood in this country. What we 
need is reconciliation and a 
clear political direction.” said 
Olawale Sapohunda of the 
Civil Liberties Organisation in 
Lagos. Other groups echoed 
thecalL 

Some Western diplomats 
said it was likely that their 
countries would also make 


some kind of plea for the pris- 
oners. 

The six were sentenced 
Tuesday by a seven-man mili- 
tary tribunal which had been 
sitting in secret at the central 
town of Jos since Feb. 14. 

Of the other 24 people cried 
by the panel four were jailed 
for life and six given lesser 
sentences. The rest were set 
free. 

The sentences once again 
cum the human rights spotlight 
on the west African country of 
104 million that has been 
under limited international 
sanctions since the 1995 hang- 
ing of author Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight others for murder. 

Government officials in 
Abuja said they expected the 
provisional ruling council 
would soon meet to ratify the 
sentences, but said no date or 
time had yet been fixed. 

Western countries have 
threatened a possible extension 
of sanctions, though not yet to 
lifeblood crude oil exports, if 


Nigeria does not improve its 
attitude to human rights and 
restore a semblance of democ- 
racy this year. 

They demanded a fair trial 
for Gen. Diya — who said at 
his first court appearance that 
he had been set up. 

In his ruling, tribunal chair- 
man Major-General Victor 
Malu. the respected former 
commander of the west 
African ECOMOG peace- 
keeping force, said Gen. Diya 
had no defence for having 
taken part in meetings to plot 
the overthrow of Gen. Abacha. 

“Any officer who was given 
any information or who was 
invited to a meeting should 
report to the authorities of the 
plot when they' were 
approached by those he 
claimed initiated it” Gea 
Malu said. 

Gen. Diva, who like Gen. 
Abacha is 54, had been seen as 
a staunch loyalist until his 
arrest on Dec. 20. After Gen. 
Abacha seized power in 1993, 


Gen. Diya helped bring credi- 
bility to the government by 
convincing some of his Yoruba 
kinsmen to join in. 

It was a time when pundits 
warned Nigeria could break up 
after the army’s annulment of 
presidential elections Yoruba 
millionaire Moshood Abiola 
was poised to win. 

All those sentenced to death 
were Yorubas from southwest- 
ern Nigeria, which has become 
the heartland of opposition to 
military rule. 

Gen. Abacha is a northerner 
like most of the soldiers who 
have ruled Nigeria for all but 
10 years since independence 
from Britain in 1960. 

Gen. Abacha is widely 
expected to stand in presiden- 
tial elections on Aug. 1 after 
securing the backing of ah five 
registered parties last week to 
stand unopposed 

Ml Abiola has been held 
among dozens of detainees 
since declaring himself presi- 
dent in 1994. 
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Proposal worth 
considering 


THE GOVERNMENT'S proposal for a 
two-day weekend is worth considering, but 
only after a thorough examination of its 
pros and cons. The plan mostly affects civil 
servants who will not have mere joyride, 
but will have to put in an additional hour 
each day to make up for the extra day off. 

For those working hard, the plan might 
prove to be a boost to their physical and 
mental health because the traditional one- 
day weekend, Friday, is simply not enough 
to shed their fatigue. 

However, the milli on dollar question 
remains whether the extended weekend 
should fall on Thursday or Saturday. 

If the government decides to go ahead 
with a Thursday-Friday holiday, the prefer- 
ence of a majority of civil servants as indi- 
cated in a recent opinion poll, then the loss- 
es will be great especially for the economy. 
Jordan will be cut off from the rest of the 
world for four successive days, making 
business transactions with the world a diffi- 
cult matter. 

However, if the government derides on a 
Friday-Saturday weekend, it will commit a 
sin in the eyes of many people who oppose 
that because Saturday coincides with the 
Jewish' Sabbath. 

In addition, if the government goes with 
'flie "Second" Optitiri, the official ThUrsday- 
Friday weekend of most private and public 
schools will have to be changed to accom- 
modate the new weekend. 

The Amman Chamber of Industry, in a 
well-researched memo released this week, 
gave enough reasons why the government 
should abandon the idea. It suggested that 
36 hours divided by five working days 
would not be as productive as the same 
amount of hours divided by six working 
days. 

“With increased working hours, produc- 
tivity decreases,” the chamber warned. 

People may resist a two-day weekend 
because it means that they will have to read- 
just their lives, and because they think there 
is very little they can do to fill the two-day 
weekend. But ultimately they will adjust 
and business will adjust itself to cater for 
their entertainment needs during a longer 
weekend. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab AI Yawm’s Taher Ad wan addressed the 
temporary Press and Publications Law which amended 
the 1993 law saying that the amendments were stiffly 
resisted by Jordanian journalists because they had 
infringed on their rights and marginalised the freedom 
of the press. The writer said the media's opposition to 
the temporary law or amendments resulted in the 
Supreme Court repealing it because it dealt a blow to 
the freedom of the press. If the government is now 
preparing a law to deal another blow to the media in a 
bid to impose its hegemony on it instead of trying to 
close the loopholes in the previous law then the con- 
frontation will ensue again, according to the writer. He 
said journalists want a wider margin of freedoms to 
cater to the march of democracy and respect the right of 
the various people in a pluralistic society. The writer 
warned that if the government is now planing a martial- 
like law the journalists will be kissing good-bye to 
press freedoms, to the detriment of the nation. 


Al RaTs Ibrahim Absi tackled the situation in 
Algeria where increasing numbers of innocent people 
are being massacred. The writer said that when the 
Algerians were fighting for their independence from 
France they lost one million citizens, but that was for a 
good cause and the sacrifice was seen as part of the 
price the country' had to pay for freedom. But. Absi 
said, the present barbaric killing of villagers, mainly 
women and children, is cause for sadness and horror 
and is not helping Algeria to enhance its independence 
or work towards a prosperous future. The writer said 
that as both the government of Algeria and the main 
opposition party, the Islamic Salvation Front, are both 
claiming that they have nothing to do with the mas- 
sacres, the world stands stupefied and horrified and 
unable to interpret these slaughters. He said it is most 
shocking to see innocent victims falling at the hands of 
ruthless murderers and it is hoped that the two main 
powers in Algeria will wake up and take measures to 
end the atrocities which are condemned by the whole 
world. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


The convenience of the old world 


order, and the fear of the new 


THE FEAR on the part of some (many?) among us of the 
fast-approaching new millennium is due, among a number of 
many other complex reasons, of course, to the discomfort we 
are presently experiencing as a result of the somewhat abrupt 
transition we find ourselves going through from an old world 
order with which we have been familiar and comfortable into 
a new one with which we are neither familiar nor comfort- 
able. 

Wait a minute, some may hasten to interrupt. Of course we 
are familiar with the old world order, but what do you mean 
by saying we are comfortable with it? Do we not all con- 
demn its brutal bipolarity? Do we not look at the cold-war 
era with abhorrence? Has not the mere existence of super- 
powers factionalised the world acutely, created unnecessary 
conflicts, and directly contributed to tragedies of all sorts? 

Well, for people like you and me, maybe. But for many 
others, no. You see. many people in our part of the world 
tend to simplify matters a bit too much, tend to think in pecu- 
liar ways, tend to romanticise the past, and tend to cling des- 
perately to old hypotheses, theories, and ways. You and I 
tend to subject what we hear to the power of analysis, reason, 
common-sense, and hard evidence, and call a spade a spade: 
the old world order, which was essentially built on selfish 
factions and cliques of sorts, created conflicts rather than 
solved them; divided rather than united; escalated rather than 
compromised; made war rather than peace; inspired hatred 
rather than toleration; championed provocation rather than 
cooperation. Many regional and global crises and conflicts 
came to an end only when the old world order collapsed. But 
others do not see things in the same way we do. 

I still distinctly remember, though I do not remember why, 
one of our teachers in high school (it was the early seventies) 
drawing on the blackboard a map of what be called the “bal- 
ance" of power in the globe, with America in a part of it (the 
bigger part) and the Soviet Union in another (the smaller 
one). And I remember him concluding his presentation 
(which had nothing to do with the subject of our class) in a 
serious, dramatic tone: Thank God we have rwo superpow- 
ers; the presence of the Soviet Union prevents America from 
swallowing the world. 

I knew little about politics then to realise the full implica- 
tions of what was said, and the intentions behind it. innocent 
or politically-motivated . But since that day. 1 have heaid my 
teacher's theory repealed hundreds of times, both by indi- 
viduals who knew what they were saying and parrots who 
were repeating after others. I heard it so much, in fact, ( even 
in informal, daily conversations) that I became bored to 
death with it and with those who repeated it (especially since 


I made up my min d a long time ago that such a diagnosis of 
the world may not be apt or accurate at all). Boring or not, 
apt or not, accurate or not, and false or not. such hypothesis 
(theory, diagnosis, reading, misreading, etc.) is still repeated 
by many, even today. Many find it either useful or attractive. 

(When I was a graduate student in the U.S. in the early 80s, 
during the Reagan era, most of my American acquaintances 
were repeating the same thing, but in reverse: If America 
were not there the Soviet Union would swallow the world. 

Putting the validity of such reasoning aside, as well as the 
motives and intentions behind it, the fact remains that many 
in our part of the world not only find it difficult to put the old 
world order behind them, but they in fact yearn for it and 
covet it and cannot think of the new world map except in 
terms which mirror those of the old world. For such people 
the old world order was comfortable and even cosy because 
they felt secure in it Not only could they explain it easily 
and this is where the feeling of security partly comes from 
but they found solace, comfort, convenience and salvation in 
it The world was divided essentially into two camps (the 
third — the Non-Aligned Movement was basically symbol- 
ic); all you had to do was to join one or the other. It was as 
simple as that- 

This was comfortable and secure. But it was also conve- 
nient How? Well, your acceptance In one camp or another 
was relatively easy. You did not have to have an excellent 
human rights record, you did not have to have economic 
power, you did not have to be outstanding. All you needed 
was allegiance, and you were rewarded. You felt protected, 
sheltered taken care of, provided for. 

The new global order (whose precise shape and structure . 
we have not yet precisely ascertained, but whose overall fea- 
tures seem to be predictable enough) is a different story 
entirely. It is a world in which you have to rely on yourself 
(you can afford to be neither a follower nor a parasite). You 
need sustainable development, an excellent human rights 
record, true democracy, ample economic strength, a reliable 
educational system, a healthy environment, respect of plu- 
ralism, a marriage between the indigenous culture and the 
various global trends effecting it, quality services, etc. You 
need to generate income. You need to compete. You need to 
put your qualifications to good use. You need to sell your- 
self. 

The situation is much like the transition from childhood to 
adulthood You no longer hope to rely on your parents or rel- 
atives for sustenance and financial support. You are on your 
own. 

Also important is that you have to be able to deal not with 


one or two parties in this world, but with almost everyone. 
For this, countries (like individuals) need to develop cham^ 
tack, power of persuasion, diplomacy in order to make it 
They need to be competitive and excelling. You cannot rely 
on charity any more. 

What happens at the global level is not much different from 
what happens at our various institutions today. The philoso- 
phy on which the old order (which is old fashioned, outdat- 
ed vicious, etc.) is based is similar to that on which factions 
on which cliques at our institutions (also old fashioned, out- 
dated vicious, etc.) are based The ambitious and the 
mediocre (and many of die ambitious are usually mediocre 
in our part of the world) find protection, power and the abil- 
ity to achieve their own aspirations through the cliques and 
frictions they join. The problem with most institutions incur 
society like the problem with the old world order is the wide- 
spread bipolar (at times unipolar) factions and cliques. 

I happen to think that the new global order (which though 
more challenging than the old is by means worse than.fr) is 
going to be neither bipolar nor unipolar. Rather it is multi- 
polar. and much more just and benign than the old one. 

Thus while to some of us the new world may be a source 
of discomfort and even fear to many of us, it is not. We in 
Jordan have reason not only to be hopeful but also quite opti- 
mistic. Jordan has never thrived on allying itself with fac- 
tions or cliques throughout the days of the old world order, 
even in the worst of times, it has largely succeeded in steer- 
ing away from cliquishness and factionalisation. It has done 
itself not to align itself totally with one camp or the other. 

At the international level it has throughout most of the cen- 
tury attempted to build relations with all. and to avoid blind 
alliance with or allegiance to this or that faction. It has 
always had good relations with east and west, and north and 
south. Though such relations may unavoidably be stronger 
at times, with some than with others. 

At the Arab level Jordan has always attempted to do the 
same, and has generally succeeded while calling for overall 
Arab unity, integration or solidarity. It has rejected factions, 
cliques, and dubious groups. 

This is indeed reassuring, and somewhat flattering even, 
not only because history eventually does justice to those who 
mean- well and do well, but because it will help us enter the 
new world order confidently, adapt to it smoothly, compete 
in it, survive, and perhaps thrive and excel, with much hard 
work, of course. 

There is no need to fear the new era, but there is a need to 
shed old thoughts and old ways, and work hard and prepare 
well for its advent. 


No time to squander before May 1 999 


By Khalil Shikaki 


BARELY, A year from now, the Oslo accords run out Then 
what? 

According to Article I of the Declaration of Principles (DOP) 
and the preamble to the Interim Agreement, the transitional 
period of the Palestinian self-government ends on May 4. 1999. 
Unless, by that date, a permanent settlement is reached — or a 
new interim agreement is reached, by the consent of Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation < PLO) — a political-legal 
vacuum will develop. Indeed, according to Article IE (4) of the 
Interim Agreement, the mandate of the elected council and ra'is 
(head) of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) will end on 
that day. 

The DOP of September 1993 and the Interim Agreement, 
signed in September 1995, provide principles and arrange- 
ments that govern Palestinian-Israeli relations for a five-year 
transitional period In particular. Article XXX3(8 ) of the agree- 
ment stipulates that the “status of ( the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip) will be preserved during the interim period.” What's 
more, security, economic, and legal arrangements create a web 
of restrictions on the actions of "the PNA Some of the most 
important restrictions prevent the PNA from conducting for- 
eign relations, building an army, providing for its own external 
defence, or assuming internal security functions in the so-called 
Area B sections of die West Bank. These restrictions remain in 
force as long as the interim period lasts — bui no longer. 

Israel is likely to argue that the Palestinian self-government 
has been established under the supreme authority of the Israeli 
military' government and that, therefore, the source of authori- 
ty after the end of the transitional period remains Israel. 


Recently, however, some members of the Israeli cabinet, 
including hardliners such as Ariel Sharon, have begun publicly 
to accept as inevitable the emergence of a Palestinian state by 
May 1999. In fact, in the past few months, informal Israeli 
offers may have been made to Palestinian interlocutors sug- 
gesting that an Israeli de facto recognition of a Palestinian state 
in about 40 per cent of the West Bade may be a reasonable price 
to pay in return for an end to the Oslo process, and with it the 
Israeli commitment to further redeployment 

The Palestinian position is that Israel was an occupying 
power until it withdrew from the areas now controlled by the 
PNA; sovereignty over these areas must therefore revert auto- 
matically to their inhabitants, the Palestinian people. Areas still 
under full Israeli control — Area C in Oslo parlance — remain 
subject to Security Council resolution 242, and to international 
law and norms governing occupied territories. Therefore, while 
the Palestinians can change the status of the areas under their 
control. Israel cannot, even after the transitional period ends. 

To Palestinians, therefore. May 4, 1999, is indeed a “sacred” 
date. If the Israeli government chooses to ignore or underesti- 
mate its significance, it risks not only the political damage of a 
collapsed peace process, but also the prospect of a large-scale 
Israeii-PaJestinian military confrontation, as the PNA declares 
independence and frees itself from the Oslo restrictions. 

Israelis must realise that this outcome is not only conceivable, 
but perhaps even inevitable, for two reasons. Fust, to dispel any 
notion that today's limited self-government can become a per- 
manent arrangement, the Palestinians must reject any extension 
of the transitional period. Second, Palestinians agreed to the 
interim period only because many of them concluded that it 
would be followed by independence. If the PLO wants 


Palestinian insistence on setf-determination to be taken seri- 
ously by Israel and the rest of the world, it cannot allow a vac- 
uum. It must demand that the world recognise the PNA as a 
state starting May 4. 1 999. 

If the two sides fail to reach a permanent settlement by raid- 
1999. and if the transitional period is not extended, the Oslo 
process will come to an end and the PLO will establish a 
Palestinian state. This scenario entails risks for both sides. For 
the Palestinians, the stale will be established in only 30-40 per 
cent of the West Bank and Gaza, though they will continue to 
demand an end to Israeli occupation of the rest of Pales tinian 
territory. The Israelis risk seeing the emergence of a fully sov- 
ereign Palestinian state that is free of treaty-imposed security 
and other restrictions. The state may not only have no peace 
agreement with Israel, but it may in fact be at war with fr. 

So it is in the interest of the two sides to speed up the peace 
process, not impede it. If a complete permanent settlement is 
not feasible in the short run, then a new short- ter m agreement 
must be contemplated. The new agreement must allow the 
establishment of a Palestinian state, freeze Israeli settlement 
activities, and speed up permanent settlement talks offering the 
Palestinians the expectation of the 1967 borders and tire Israelis 
the prospect of establishing the new stare's security obligations. 
There is no time left to squander. 


77ie writer is a professor qf political science at Al-Najah 
National University in Nablus and the director of the Centre for 
Palestine Research and Studies. This article is reprinted from 
the Jerusalem Report. 


Iraqi lavishness hurts sanctions case 


By Robin Wright and Craig Turner 


WASHINGTON — As Iraq tried to persuade 
the United Nations last week to lift econom- 
ic sanctions on the country, Iraqi leaders were 
facing a growing public-relations problem: 
New indications of lavish spending by 
President Saddam Hussein and his inner cir- 
cle undercut their claim that the embargo has 
brought severe hardships. 

The sanctions were renewed again last 
Monday because Iraq has not destroyed all of 
iis weapons of mass destruction as required 
under the cease-fire agreement that ended the 
Gulf War in 1991. 

Although the debate has been to focus on 
compliance with the weapons requirements, 
some allies view the suffering caused by the 
sanctions as a reason to ease the embargo. 

Eight years after the United Nations 
imposed the sanctions, Iraq has lost an esti- 
mated 5115 billion in oil revenue. Iraqi lead- 
ers contend that the sanctions are responsible 
for food shortages, malnutrition and prema- 
ture deaths. 

The sanctions have taken an enormous toil 
on (he Iraqi people. But Western diplomats 
and specialists on the region say that many 
other factors are also responsible, including 
government inefficiency, domestic repres- 
sion. ethnic discrimination — and spending 
by Saddam Hussein on such comforts as new 
palaces, which envoys were given access to 
for the first time this month. 

Inside the- compounds, envoys found 
imported marble, posh furnishings and elabo- 
rate landscaping, all paid for during the peri- 
od the sanctions have been in effect. 

There are other examples as well. When the 


Iraqi deputy prime minister. Tareq Aziz, trav- 
elled from Baghdad to New York in 
November to complain to the U.N. Security 
Council about the sanctions, he made the last 
leg of his trip, from Paris, on the world's 
most luxurious jetliner. 

The Air France Concorde offered Mr, Aziz 
and his seven aides pampered service, haute 
cuisine and wines from the cellars of the best 
French chateaux. 

The round-trip fare per person, according to 
the airline, w as SS.453.20 

Clearly, diplomats and observers say, Mr. 
Saddam and his inner circle have escaped the 
most punishing restrictions. But in the battle 
to influence world public opinion, thev have 
exploited the hardships of ordinary citizens. 

About the same time that Mr. Aziz was fly- 
ing to New York, for example. Iraqi officials 
in Baghdad escorted U.S. and European jour- 
nalists through the fly-infested paediatric 
ward of a hospital and blamed a growing list 
of malnutrition cases and medical shortages 
on the sanctions. 

“Iraq has been utterly brilliant in the way it 
has played the sanctions card." said a 
Western diplomat who recently left Iraq. “It 
has turned punishment into a virtual asset in 
winning back acceptability and even helping 
the regime survive." 

UNICEF estimates that more than 1 million 
children under age 5. or nearly one-third of 
all the children in that age group in Iraq, are 
chronically malnourished. But diplomats and 
aid workers have raised questions about the 
causes. 

Many children in Baghdad hospitals are 
from Shiite Muslim and Kurdish areas that 
have been deliberately deprived of food and 


medical care by the largely Sunni Muslim 
government, diplomats say 

The problems with food are made worse by 
deeply ingrained inefficiency, envoys famil- 
iar with Iraq say. 

“The system was hopelessly inefficient 
without a war." a diplomat said. “Add a war 
and the callousness of the regime, and you 
get dead and dying children.” 

Just how Iraq has spent a share of its limit- 
ed resources wa& discovered this month by 
diplomats who escorted U.N. weapons 
inspectors through eight presidential palaces. 

“They were beyond grandiose," a partici- 
pant said. 

That first inside look revealed palace com- 
pounds that contained a total of more than 
1.000 buildings, with many more structures 
under construction. 

The palaces had walls, floors and artistic 
flourishes crafted from elegant marble in 
many hues — material both telling and cost- 
ly because marble is not indigenous to Iraq, 
the envoys said. 

At the same time that Iraq was installing 
pumps for the palace moats and canals, the 
government said that it did not have such 
equipment for public sanitation sites in need 
of repair. 

The eight compounds are among at least 48 
new presidential sites built since the end of 
the Gulf War at a cost of as much as $2 bil- 
lion. according to diplomatic estimates. That 
figure does not count furnishings. 

A U.N. official stationed in Iraq said the 
regime was “obviously wasting money on 
palaces,” although he did not agree that all 
suffering could be traced to the government. 

The official said, for example, that child 


mortality was due in part to waterborne dis- 
eases such as typhoid that thrive because 
Iraq’s sanitation system was seriously dam- 
aged during the Gulf War. 

In 1996, the United Nations tried to ease 
the impact of the embargo on ordinary Iraqis 
by authorising the sale of nearly $2 billion in 
oil every six months so the government could 
buy food and medicine that would be distrib- 
uted directly by UJM. workers. 

This year, the ceiling has been raised to 
$5.2 billion, and the progr amm e has been 
expanded to include U.N.-supervised repairs 
of power and sanitation facilities.- 
Despite official reports of as many as 1 mil- 
lion premature deaths and widespread 
famine, Iraq has experienced the biggest pop- 
ulation surge in its history — from 17 milh'on 
on the eve of the Gulf War to more than 21 
million today. 

Urban areas of Iraq not under repression 
have managed surprisingly well, according to 
diplomats and others in Iraq. 

'Baghdad is not a starving city,” said a 
diplomat who has done two tours in &aq- 
Iraqis in the street are well clothed and rela- 
lively well fed. Shops are . well-stocked, 
though the variety is limited. 

“The bazaar is in full swing of commercial 
activity. And there are enough late-model and 
luxury cars on the highways to suggest tfcar 
it s not just a small clique profiting hand- 
somely now.” 


— International Herald Tribund 
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Efforts recognised and rewarded 


Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber is to be honoured in Alexandria, 
Egypt in early May for his contributions to the protection of 
the environment and the conservation of nature. Probably 
most recognised for his work as a political scientist and his 
career in public service as Minister of Economy. Minister 
of F oreign Affairs, as head of the joint Jordanian-Palestin- 
ian delegation to the 199] Middle East Peace Conference 
in Madrid, as a member of the Upper House of Parliament 
and as head of the Institute of Diplomacy, Dr. Abu Jaber is 
also a founder of the Royal Society for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN). And back in the SOs he was editor of the 
RSCN’s Reem magazine . On May 6, during the 8th 
International Conference on Environment, to be held in 
Alexandria, Dr. Abu Jaber will receive the Arab-European 
Cooperation Centre Award along with nine other Arab per- 
sonalities from Egypt. Lebanon, Syria, Kuwait, Saudi Ara- 
bia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

**** 

TWO HATS: Director General of the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs Ibrahim Badran has been appointed by 
the Council of Ministers to take charge of all activities 
related to refugee affairs in the Kingdom. Dr. Badran. who 
was only last February appointed to the Palestinian affairs 
department, replaces Marwan Dud in in heading the 
refugee affairs activities for Jordan. He recently returned 
from a visit to Canada where he headed the Jordanian del- 
egation to the Refugee Working Group of the multilateral 
track of the peace process which Ottawa is seeking to reac- 
tivate. 

**** 

KEEPING FOLKS MOVING: Mahmoud Hamad 

Abdullat ivas elected secretary general of the Arab Union 
for Transportation (AUI). after a meeting of the AUT coun- 
cil held m Amman last month . Mr. Abdullat, who last 
December succeeded Marwan Dudm as in charge of the 
Amman district for the National Constitutional Party, 
when Mr. Dudin left for is government post as head of the 
Aqaba Region Authority. Mr. Abdullat has been in the 
transportation sector most of his career, starring earliest 
with the Civil Aviation Authority (and working on his mas- 
ters at the same time) then as an advisor to the minister of 
transportation. He recently returned from the U.S. where he 
has been fulfilling requirements towards his PhD. in eco- 
nomics. The Arab Union for Transportation works under 
the umbrella of the Arab Ministers Council for Transporta- 
tion of the Arab League. 

**** 

QUICK WORK: The National -Elexttrieiry Company** 
( NECO } moved swiftly to name an acting director general 
to take the place vacated by the~retirement of Mohammad 
Said Arafeh last week. Wadah Majed Nabulsi was selected 
from within NECO to take charge of the company as it pre- 
pares to split into three entities. Mr. Nabulsi has been with 


NECO and its predecessor the Jordan Electricity Authority 
as assistant secretary general. 


**•* 


WITH THE RANK: Jordan's ambassadors to Libya 
and Sudan have been in their respective posts for several 
months. But only last week were they officially promoted in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the rank of ambassador. 
Now whenever Ahmad Ali Mubeiddin, envoy to Tripoli, and 
Mohamnwd Tawfiq Khalidi. envoy to Khartoum, return to 
home base they will retain the rank of ambassador and no 
longer minister plenipotentiary. 

**«* 

IN MEMORY: A young engineer who in 1994 pub- 
lished a book about Jordan ’s Queen Mother, has issued a 
new edition of the book on the occasion of the anniversary 
of the death of Her Majesty Queen Zein Al Sharaf. Ahmad 
Ali Muhalab, 28, was bom in Kuwait atui came to Jordan 
during the Gulf crisis of 1990-91. He says he became inter- 
ested in the life and work of Queen Zein after watching the 
emotional reunion with her son. His Majesty King Hussein, 
on the steps of her home when the King returned from the 
U.S. following his successful surgery in 1992. Mr. Muhal- 
abs latest work, which he published in 1997, contains a 
biography of the late Queen, her achievements in humani- 
tarian work, and the last letter she wrote to King Hussein. 
The 247-page illustrated publication also contains copies 
of the numerous letters of condolence sent to the Hashemite 
family from notables from around the Kingdom upon Queen 
Zein’s passing on April 26, 1994. In Arabic, the book, enti- 
tled. Urn Al Hussein, is available from Mr. Muhalab direct- 
ly at 743-567. 

*** 

CAVIAR? If anyone noticed the advertisement placed in 
the Arabic dailies by Royal Jordanian announcing that ii is 
recruiting women flight attendants trainees who can speak 
English and Farsi, you guessed it, RJ is planning to resume 
its flights to Tehran in early June. 

**** 

ELECTIONS: European university alumni make the 
news again. This time it was the French University Alumni 
in Jordan which elected its new general council: Dr. Sami 
Sharif, president: Dr. Jamil Abu Ahmad, rice president; 
Mohammad Anab, secretary general: Bassam Abu Selem, 
Treasurer: and Aid Makhadmeh, Dr. Abdullah Qudah, and 
Dr. Michel Dababneh as members. 






i* — —— «' *» 
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AND MORE ELECTIONS: In Zarqa the Chechen 
Society has elected Abdul Baqi Jammo as president of the 
administrate council, and the Circassian Society has 



Models take to the runway Wednesday at the 
fashion and jewellery show by designers Rowan 
Beyg and Amina Hassan Ali of Pakistan 

elected Ghazi Balqar as president of its administrate coun- 
cil The Chechen council members elected last week were 
Khalil Sander, vice president, Abdullah Haddad, secretary 
general, Amin Kheir, treasurer, and Mohammad Issa, Amer 
Yousef Arslan. Nahil Kamel Ahmad Nadhmi, Ahmad Bino, 
Mahmoud Bino, Mohammad Zuheir Taher, Kheireddin 
Dawhleh, and Shaker Shafiq as members. The Circassian 
Society elected Ihsan Shabsou, secretary general. Moham- 
mad Zaki Hajqari, treasurer, Amer Ramzi. Awni Bakir. 
Mohammad Abdul Rahman, NibaJ Ahmad Khaled Yahyah, 
and Houriya Daden as members. 

**** 

SILKS AND SILVER: If you were not among the 175 


people to attend Wednesday’s fashion show featuring the 
"must have " day and evening wear of Pakistani designer 
Rizwan Beyg. and the glittering jewellery of Amina Hassan 
Ali, there’s still today (Thursday). The designs of both 
designers will be on display all day that the Marriott Hotel. 
Wednesday's show, organised by the Pakistani Women’s 
Association, was attended by association patron HRH 
Princess Sarvath, and Their Royal Highnesses Princess 
Rahma and Princess Alia Faisal. Ruweida Tarawneh, wife 
of Royal Court Chief Dr. Fayez Tarawneh, and Mrs. Talal 
Hassan. wife of the minister of culture. According to PWA 
President MariaKhan. all proceeds from sales at the events 
will go to the Young Muslim Women s Association charita- 
ble projects. Mr. Beyg and Ms. Ali, who are in Jordan for 
the show, will return to Pakistan on Friday. 

**** 

AN AMERICAN FIRST: Starting in May the Amer- 
ican Center of the U.S. Embassy will present its first Amer- 
ican Arts Festival. To be inaugurated by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor on May 10. the festival is meant to combine the 
talents of both American and Jordanian artists, says U.S. 
Counsellor far Press and Cultural Affairs Marcelle Wahba. 
The participating American artists, jewellery designer 
Suzanne El Masry, and classical guitarist Jad Azkoul, are, 
obviously, of Arab origin. The other participating artists 
are sculptor Samer Tabbaa, oudist Sakher Hartar. and 
Salwa Mikdadi Nashashibi. founder and curator of the 
International Council on Women in the Arts. Opening Day, 
May 10, will feature exhibitions of Egyptian-born Ms. 
Masry ’s jevx-ellery. and Saudi Arabian-born Mr. Tabhaas 
sculptures, both displayed- under- the theme. ”, Sculptured 
Designs. " The exhibitions will open at 6‘:00 p.m. at the 
American Center Exhibit Halls and remain on display 
through May 25. In addition, on May 13. Ms. Masry will 
conduct a workshop on "New Jewellery Design Tech- 
niques " with the Dana Nature Reserve Project of the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of Nature. As all the festival 
events are open to the public free of charge, it’s advisable 
to reserve your seats for a classical guitar evening May 11 
with Jad Azkoul whose programme is to include pieces by 
Villa-Lobos, Abel Carlevaro, Antonio Laura, and Laourival 
Silvestre. The concert will take place in the American Cen- 
ter courtyard. Mr. Azkoul will also conduct a workshop at 
the National Music Conservatory on May 12 from 4:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Many will remember the highly acclaimed exhibition, 

“ Forces of Change: Women Artists of the Arab World," 
organised by Salwa Mikdadi Nashashibi and which toured 
the U.S. for rwo years. On May 12 in the AC auditorium, 
Ms. Nashashibi will lecture al 6:00 p.m. on ‘‘The Politics of 
Identity: Contemporary Arab Art in the U.S . " 

And on May 13, "East Meets Wfrsr" when Jad Azkoul. teams 
up with oudist Sakher Hanar of Jordan for a concert in the 
courtyard at 7:00 p.m. Again seat reservations arc advis- 
able for this concert. { Tel . 592-0101. ext. 2579.) 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Rx for headaches 


By Jean-Claode Efias 

DEALING WITH personal 
computers is like dealing 
with life itself — it’s nothing 
but headaches. At the same 
time they are becoming 
more powerful than ever in 
terms of processing power, 
data stooge and possibili- 
ties, PCs are bringing us a 
huge load of problems. 

Whereas the hardware has 
its share of annoyances with 
its extra sensitivity to power 
imperfections and random 
failures, it remains far less 
problematic than software. 
Indeed, in spite of the com- 
plexity of the CPU (the cen- 
tral processing unit, the core 
of every PC) and the other 
electronic devices inside a 
computer they are still undo: 
better control than the hyper- 
sophisri cared operating sys- 
tems like MS-Windows and 
some of its application pro- 
grammes. 

On a 
regular 
basis, 
users 
have to 
con- 
front 
issues 
like 
com- 
puter 
viruses, 
programmes re-installation 
and un-installation, erro- 
neous installations, sudden 
system crash, incompatibili- 
ty of devices, bard disk frag- 
mentation and so forth. The 
industry's answer is a series 
of software modules 
designed to reduce the 
headache that could result 
from any of the above cases. 

The best known type of PC 
medicine is die virus scan- 
ned Norton Anti Virus, 
McAfee VirusScan and the 
evocative PcCiflin are die 
most commonly found. 
Cleansweep and Uninstall 
let users safely remove 
installed programmes they 
do not wish to use anymore. 
Without riamagfng Windows. 
For one is not supposed to 
remove an application that 
runs under Windows by sim- 
ply erasing (deleting) it from 


the hard disk. 

Other pieces of preventive 
or curative PC medicine are 
appropriately called Dr. Wat- 
son, First Aid or Nuts and 
Bolts. They aim to prevent 
problems before they occur 
or to repair damaged pieces 
of software. 

Using them however is not 
an amateur's work- First Aid 
particularly has proven to be 
difficult to use though it is a 
good addition to Windows 
95. The irony is that all the 
above goodies are but pro- 
grammes! They can generate 
errors and system crash just 
like the software they are 
designed to protect or fix. 
Worse than the potential 
hazard they represent, using 
them in an erroneous way 
can lead to real disasters. 
Apart from the well-known 
virus scanners that can be 
operated by any user, com- 
puter professionals recom- 
mend tbe utmost care when 
running 
soft- 
ware 
like 
Unin- 
stall or 
First 
Aid. 

Cases 
where 
Clean- 
sweep, 

supposed to remove only the 
programme you would tell it 
to uninstall- has also deleted 
ecgpnrinl Windows files are 
common. The error often is 
caused by the user's lack of 
technical knowledge and not 
by flaws in the software 
itself. Other consequences of 
wrong usage of PC medicine 
range from loss of data to the 
complete failure to work of 
the computer. 

Cleansweep, Nuts and 
Bolts, Dr. Watson and the 
like are truly like drugs. 
They can be very efficient 
but should be used carcfiilly 
and not without a good rea- 
son. And although some of 
them have become as ordi- 
nary as aspirin, I wish their 
manufacturers would tag 
them with the '“keep out of 
reach of children” wanting. 



Iranian prisoner of war ‘returns from the dead’ 


By Julian Borger 

EIGHTEEN YEARS after his jet fighter 
disappeared over Iraq, Hossein Lashkari 
has returned from the dead. 

Iraq had kept his existence a secret and 
his comrades had given him up as lost. 
But the Iranian pilot survived torture and 
more than a decade in solitary confine- 
ment to emerge as a reminder of one of 
this century's most brutal wars. 

His release this month, 10 years after the 
Iran -Iraq conflict ended, was part of a 
prisoner exchange motivated, by both 
countries’ need to emerge from regional 
isolation. In recent weeks Iran has freed 
more than 5,000 Iraqis. In return Saddam 
Hussein, who long claimed to hold no 
Iranian prisoners of war, produced Flight 
Lieutenant Lashkari and 318 other Iranian 
PoWs. 

In an interview at a Tehran Air-Force 
Base, the pilot, aged 45 and promoted to 
the rank of general since his release, said 
he had been subjected to physical and 
mental torture and kept in isolation for 10 
years in a string of Baghdad villas con- 
verted into dungeons. He was the ace up 
President Saddam’s sleeve, a hostage to 
be used only when necessary. 

In 1980, soon after the Iran-Iraq war 
began, his F4 fighter caught fire during a 
sortie and he ejected. *Tm not sure if I 
was hit or what caused the fire. I was fly- 


ing low and the parachute opened not 
long before I hit the ground, so I came 
down hard and passed out. When I came 
to, Iraqi doctors were stitching up my 
mouth,” Gen. Lashkari said. 

The Iraqis removed his bed and forced 
the wounded pilot to stand during interro- 
gations. After 48 hours he was t alien to 
Iraqi intelligence headquarters in Bagh- 
dad and the professionals got to work on 
him. "They attached metal brushes to 
sensitive parts of ray anatomy and gave 
me electric shocks. They beat the soles 
of my feet — 100 or 120 strokes until I 
passed out. 

"And then there was psychological tor- 
ture as well. They would come to my cell 
30 or 40 times a night, just to ask me my 
name and number. They also blindfolded 
me and tied me up and drove me out of : 
Baghdad at night. They took me off the 
road and fired into the air above ray 
head.” 

He was asked for information his inter- 
rogators could have found in the 
international press. He now believes his 
torturers were more interested in testing 
their techniques and assessing his resis- 
tance and training. Released Iraqi prison- 
ers have also alleged maltreatment and 
torture in captivity in Iran. 

A million soldiers are ihought to have 
died in the inconclusive eight-year war. 
After the 1988 ceasefire, mutual distrust 


remained intense. About 70,000 prisoners 
were sent home in 1990 but many more 
were held back as bargaining counters. 
Talks are under way to exchange the last 
POWs. but no one seems sure how many 
there are. 

After the war ended, Gen. Lashkari 's 
conditions worsened. After eight years 
sharing a cell with other Iranians, he was 
moved on his own to a series of houses in 
Baghdad. “From the outside these 
places looked like expensive villas. Inside 
there were manacles and bars on the win- 
dows.” Gen. Lashkari said. 

He spent the next 10 years in solitary, 
exchanging the odd word with Iraqi 
guards. As the years went by, he over- 
heard only fragments of news — about the 
death of Ayatollah Khomeini and the col- 
lapse of the "Soviet Union. During '-the 
Gulf war he could hear the bombs falling. 
The Iraqis told the Red Cross of his exis- 
tence only in 1996. 

Gen. Lashkari says he owes his sanity to 
his Islamic faith and to the order he 
imposed on his life. 

"I allotted every task a certain time so 
that I ended up feeling I needed an exrra 
two hours in every 24,” he said. 

This feat of self-discipline has left the 
grey-bearded pilot withdrawn and dead- 
pan. When he first telephoned his wife, 
Hawa, from a hotel on the border, he 
greeted her formally. “Do you recognise 


my voice?” he asked. Havva broke down 
in tears. 

The family was reunited three weeks 
ago in front of a scrum of dignitaries, 
well-wishers and television cameras. 
When Hossein and Havva finally found 
each other, they shook hands and 
exchanged formal pleasantries. As he 
embraced his son Ali (whom he had last 
seen as a three-month-old infant), his first 
words to the young man were: "Why are 
you wearing glasses?” He admitted later: 
"It was all 1 could think of saying.” 

As Iran's longest-serving PoW, Gen. 
Lashkari has been proclaimed its foremost 
national hero. He has been filmed at 
national shrines and listening intently to 
the ayatollahs. Havva has been declared 
an Exemplary Wife. Their home life has 
be^'Strt^Btled iO'jfilehfleSs media scruti- 
ny. 

When the young flight lieutenant last 
saw Iran in 1980. the revolution was only 
a few months old. It is now riven with dis- 
putes and riddled with corruption. As is to 
be expected, every faction has attempted 
to identify itself with the airman. "Lit- 
tle wonder,” said one embittered war vet- 
eran watching the pilot-hero eulogised for 
the umpteenth time on television. “He is 
everything the revolution was supposed to 
be and so obviously has not become." 

— The Guardian 


tribe first to reach for the stars 


Sahara 


By Tim Radford 

STONE AGE people built the 
first astronomical observatory 
centuries before anyone 
thought. Scientists working in 
the Sahara have identified a 
series of megaliths that predate 
Stonehenge in Britain and other 
sites by more than 1,000 years. 

Around 6,500 years ago an 
unknown people living in 
Nabta, in southern Egypt, began 
dragging slabs of stone, neatly 3 
metres high, into position on the 
west bank of the Nile. 

The alignments run north- 
south and east-west, and point 
to the sun where astronomers 
estimate its solstice would have 
been 6,000 years ago. 

“This is the oldest document- 
ed astronomical alignment of 
megaliths in the world,” says 
Professor McKim Malville of 
the University of Colorado at 


Boulder, who — with col- 
leagues from the United States, 
Egypt and Poland — has com- 
pleted a satellite survey of the 
stones. “A lot of effort went into 
the construction of a purely 
symbolic and ceremonial site.” 

The ruins are beside what 
would have been the shoreline 
of a lake that filled with water 
about 11.000 years ago when 
the African monsoon moved 
north. It was used by nomads 
until 4,800 years ago, when the 
rainfall patterns shifted, and the 
area became arid and uninhabit- 
able. 

Five alignments radiate out 
from a central collection of 
stones. Beneath one was a 
carved rock resembling a cow 
standing upright. 

The researchers report that 
they found the remains of sever- 
al buried cattle, including a 
skeleton laid to rest in a clay- 


lined chamber. There were cin- 
ders from ancient hearths, and 
fragments of decorated ostrich 


The stones are 
mute evidence of a 
vanished world — 
and a foretaste of 
the pyramid builders 
who would arrive 
1,500 or 2,000 
years later. 


eggs. 

The stones are mute evidence 
of a vanished world — and a 
foretaste of the pyramid 


builders who would arrive 1,500 
or 2,000 years later. Neolithic 
herdsmen came to Nabta, prob- 
ably from further south in 
Africa, and used cattle in their 
rituals just as Masai tribesmen 
do today, says Prof. Malville. 

Because Nabta was close to 
the Tropic of Cancer, the noon 
sun would be directly overhead 
and for a brief while each day, 
the standing stones would cast 
no shadows. 

“These vertical sighting 
stones correspond to the zenith 
sun during the summer sol- 
stice,” he says. “For many cul- 
tures in the tropics, the zenith 
sun has been a major event for 
millennia.” 

Some of the other alignments 
are still puzzling the archaeo- 
astronomers — scientists who 
specialise in interpreting pat- 
terns in stone left by vanished 
civilisations. Some of the 


monoliths would probably have 
been submerged in the lake and 
may have "marked” the onset of 
the rainy season. “The organisa- 
tion of these objects suggest a 
symbolic geometry that inte- 
grated death, water and the 
sun," says Prof. Malvijle. 

The discovery points to a 
world peopled by nomadic 
herdsmen prepared to face 
daunting conditions. 

The “high” culture of the 
Egyptians is traditionally 
thought to have been borrowed 
from Mesopotamia and Syria. 
But the forgotten stonemasons 
of Nabta clearly understood 
symbolism: Prof. Malville and 
his colleagues believe that they, 
rather than the Assyrians or the 
Babylonians, may have trig- 
gered the social complexity that 
ended in the pyramids of the 
Pharaohs. 
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EC revives ‘Med-Programmes’ 


after temporary suspension 


By Ghalia AJuJ 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — European 
Commission (EC) “Med 
Programmes" are set to 
resume soon after a two- 
year suspension. Yves 
Gazzo. the head of the EC 
Delegation to Jordan, told 
the Jordan Times Wednes- 
day. 

These programmes aim 
at facilitating cooperation 
between civil societies and 
promoting closer ties and 
better understanding 

between the people of 
Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean states, a statement 
by the EC Delegation said. 

“The relaunch is good 
news.. .it will keep the door 
open for cooperation 
between entities." said Mr. 
Gazzo. 

In 1995. the commission 
took the decision to tem- 
porarily suspend these pro- 
grammes in order to reex- 
amine and improve the 
management systems and 
mechanisms, the statement 
said. 

"The commission decid- 
ed to suspend the decen- 


tralised cooperation pro- 
grammes because the man- 
agement set up was neither 
proper nor satisfactory'." 
Mr. Gazzo said. 

Med-Urbs. Med-Campus 
and Med-Media pro- 
grammes will proceed with 
new management and con- 
trol measures, falling with- 
in the framework of the 
European Union’s financial 
instrument — MED A pro- 
gramme — which allocat- 
ed. 4.7 billion ECUs (some 
55. S billion) for the 12 
Mediterranean partners for 
1995-1999. 

According to the state- 
ment. Med-Campus estab- 
lishes networks between 
universities from the north 
and south of the Mediter- 
ranean to encourage the 
exchange of experiences 
and know-how. 

Med-Urbs aims to 
improve the living condi- 
tions of people in urban 
areas and develop coopera- 
tion between local authori- 
ties. 

Med-Media aims to 
develop networks in the 
media and journalistic 
fields (limited to the train- 


ing sectors). 

About 10 per cent of the 
budget allocated under 
MED A programme will be 
earmarked for these pro- 
grammes, according to Mr. 
Gazzo. 

The statement said 
decentralised cooperation 
programmes, which facili- 
tate' - collaboration between 
civil societies, constitute 
only a small part of Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation 
in the framework of 
MEDA programme. 

It added that these pro- 
grammes are however an 
important element in Euro- 
Mediterranean relations. 
Between 1992 and 1995 
more than 470 networks 
were created bringing 
together around 2,000 part- 
ners from civil societies 
who received some 67 
million ECUs (European 
Currency Units) in grants 
through these programmes. 

Of the 70 suspended 
Med-Media programmes, 
the Amman-based Jem- 
stone project and its sister 
programme, Remfoc in the 
Maghreb continued to 
operate with special EU 


funding. 

Jemstone Director Tudor 
Lomas said although the 
EC has indicated that Jem- 
stone will be part of the 
relaunch, it did not say 
which of the 70 projects 
will be eligible for funding. 

“I’m happy that the 
whole Dotion of Med 
Media survived... But the 
EC did not set a time scale 
for the relaunch.** Mr. 
Lomas told the Jordan 
Times. “..We hope (Jem- 
stone'i will be around well 
into the next century.*' 

Jemstone project has pre- 
pared a list of ambitious 
activities for this year to 
increase contacts and 
understanding between 
journalists and media pro- 
fessionals in Europe and 
the 12 countries for North 
Africa and the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 

Mr. Lomas had said that 
Jemstone links over 50 of 
the main newspaper, news 
agencies and broadcasters 
in these countries as well 
as over 350 of the region’s 
best journalists. 


Israel trying to decrease 
financial dependence on U.S. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel, long the major 
recipient of U.S. aid, is 
negotiating to scale back 
the largesse now that its 
maturing economy is 
turning 50. 

Israel. which has 
received S3 billion annu- 
ally in U.S. aid for the 
past 13 years, currently 
has an annual per capita 
gross domestic product of 
$17,000. .higher .- than. 
Spain's. - 

The Jewish state ralso 
has one of the world’s 
strongest and most innov- 
ative high-technology 
sectors. 

Of the U.S. subsidies. 
SI. 8 billion goes for 
weapons purchases. Israel 
is still technically in a 
state of war with most of 
its neighbours in the Mid- 
dle East. 

The other S 1 .2 billion is 
civilian aid. which the 
Jewish state has used to 
pay back S10 billion in 
loans borrowed from the 
United States between 
1973 and 1984. 

It is this fund that Israel 
is seeking to phase out 
over 10 years, and an 


agreement may be con- 
cluded next week in 
Washington. Israeli pub- 
lic radio said. 

The aid was vital for 
Israel during the hyperin- 
flation of the 1980s, 
which reached more than 
400 per cent annually at 
one point and threatened 
to bankrupt the economy. 

Rapid economic growth 
and healthier account bal- 
ances have since, 
the importance of U.S.- 
aid. which is now compa- 
rable to three per cent of 
GDP (gross domestic 
product), according to the 
Bank of Israel, the coun- 
try’s central bank. 

In 1986, U.S. subsidies 
represented 1 0 per cent of 
GDP, the bank said. 

It is increasingly diffi- 
cult to justify such high 
levels of aid to the Jewish 
state, and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu decided to 
make the first move by 
offering to phase out 
civilian aid in negotia- 
tions that began in Janu- 


million in military assis- 
tance. 

In addition. Mr. 
Netanyahu would like to 
change the military -aid 
tenni so that 50 per cent 
of it may be used to pur- 
chase arms from Israeli 
military industries. 

Under the current 
arrangement, only 25 per 
cent may go to buy 
weapons from Israeli 
while the rest 


must be spent on purchas- 
es from U.S. companies. 


infrastructure. 

“Reaching the end of 
these guarantees doesn’t 
worry us, as Israel enjoys 
a very good international 
reputation," said a senior 
finance official, who 
asked not to be identified. 

Israel has accumulated 
$20 billion in foreign cur- 
rency reserves and “has 
plenty of options for find- 
ing funds," he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu believes 


ary. 

He hopes to obtain, in 
return, an additional S600 


The switch could infuri- 
ate the U.S. arms lobby, 
which would see their 
Israeli orders fall. 

Israel also came to the 
end of its $10 billion in 
U.S. banking guarantees 
at the beginning of this 
year. 

The guarantees, which 
were granted in 1993 and 
enabled the Jewish state 
to get low-interest loans, 
were intended to help 
finance the integration of 
new immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union. 

After the influx waned. 
Washington authorised 
Israel in 1995 to use the 
loan money to develop its 


the time is rjpe for Israel 
- to reduce its 'dependence 
on the United States and 
to join the club of indus- 
trialised nations. 

As a symbol of that 
maturity. Israel is liberal- 
ising restrictions on its 
currency, the shekel, for 
the country's 50th 
anniversary, which falls 
on April 30 according to 
the Hebrew calendar. 

Under the reform, 
Israeli individuals and 
businesses will be able to 
freely purchase foreign 
currencies, invest or open 
bank accounts abroad and 
use foreign currencies for 
transactions in Israel. 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY 1, 1998 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) — Ignore an upset this 
evening. It is only a temporary condition. Good times 
and pleasant dreams are definitely predicted for your 
place tonight. There may be a couple of hassles along 
the way. but everything will turn out fine. 

TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) — You are strong and 
very capable, and you are learning quickly. Listen atten- 
tively to a friend first thing this morning and put his or 
her advice to use. It seems to be about managing your 
time the way you manage your money. 

GEMINI: (May 21-June 21) — Call in all the money 
everybody else owes you. If your boss promised you a 
bonus, mention that again, too. He or she should be in a 
generous mood You have been producing results pretty 
well lately. Later, treat yourself to something new. 
CANCER: (June 2 2- July 22) — Your friends are com- 
ing to you for advice, and with good reasons. You give 
terrific advice! You are practical, hardworking and 
compassionate. Besides helping them stay on track 
financially, you can also help your friends emotionally. 
Thai is why so many of them call on you. 

LEO: (July 23- August 22) — Have you checked over 
your insurance policies lately? If not. consult with an 
expert this morning. There is an indication you could 
save more and get better coverage at the same time. If 
you have a date tonight, stay close at home. That way 
you won’t be dismayed if you run into a detour. 
VIRGO: (August 23-September 22) — You have a 
friend who is in an enviable position. You may wish a 
little of that luck would rub off on you. Well, there 
might be a way to make that happen. Shadow this per- 
son and learn valuable skills. You are lucky and smart. 
This will be fun. 

LIBRA: (September 23-October 23) — Opportunities 
are abounding. What is it would like to achieve in the 
next five years? Financial security? A nice home? A 
happy family? All of the above? Once you know what 
you want, it will be a lot easier to make the right choice. 
SCORPIO: (October 24-November 21) — Give up on 
, the idea of getting away from work early. That is prob- 
ably not going to happen. The odds are good that you 
will have a marvellous time later on, however. If you 
and your sweetheart can go to a romantic place near 
water, you could create an experience worth writing 
home about. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22-December 21) — 
This is your formula for success: technical skills com- 
bined with the support of a roommate or loved one, 
plus your own hard work. You also have to pay atten- 
tion to deta ils, and th ere don’t appear to be any short- 


cuts. Not today, anyway. Just keep plugging away at it. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22- January 19) — You and 
your partner are showing everybody else how it should 
be done. Nearby is a person with experience, compas- 
sion. intelligence and intuition. If you team up with 
somebody like that — and add your perseverance and 
determination — miracles can happen. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20-February 1 8) — You need to 
be political. You have to watch for innuendoes and ges- 
tures. to know whether you are winning or losing. You 
would rather be dealing with something mechanical. If 
the thing works, it works. If it doesn’t work, it doesn’t. 
The game is not that simple today, so pay attention. 
PISCES: (February 19-March 20) — Everything goes 
well for you today, because you are corning from such 
a beautiful place. It is the emotional state you are in. 
Others look at your and wish they could be like that. 
Don’t be upset by a lack of money. The most valuable 
is love, and you have plenty of that 


ything 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne 


Robert WilBams 


ACROSS 
1 Chime 
5 Founded 

10 Abhor 

14 Bassoon's 
cousin 

15 Orchard fruit 

16 All aflutter 

17 Hint ol the 
whole 

£0 Get rt? 

21 bacl< 

(relaxed) 

22 Comes along 

23 Burden 

24 Tie tie 

25 Hereditary 

28 Humble homes 

29 Fast flier's 
ietters 

32 Henry, the 
sculptor 

33 Adjutant 

34 Until 

35 Last chance for 
second 
thoughts 

38 Being: Let. 

39 Gear teeth 

40 "Star Trek" co- 

star 

41 Confederate 
general 

42 Sioux tribe 

43 Upper-arm 
bulge 

44 Italian car 

45 One- celled 
plant 

46 Under Ihe 
weather 

49 Biblical land 

50 Winter runner 

53 Cliffhanger 

situation 

56 Leisure 

57 Song for nine 
voices 

63 Pastel red 

59 Former 
Russian ruler 

60 Penn and 
Connery 

61 Martial __ 
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By Diana C. Baldwin 
Columbia, MD 


4/29/98 


Tuesdays Puzzle Strived 


DOWN 

1 Kiddies 

2 Theater award 

3 Easy gait 

4 Zodiac sign 


5 Luzon Island 
battle site 

6 Plant louse 

7 Stepped on it 

8 Inventor 
Whitney 

9 Wme container 

10 Nun’s attire 

11 Lifetimes 

12 Ripped 

13 Custard 
ingredients 

18 Broccoli piece 

IS Love god 

23 "Bonanza" star 
Greene 

24 Accolade 

25 Drive forward 

26 Hangman's 
knot 

27 Western state 
capital 

28 Door hardware 

29 Foam 

30 Razor 
sharpener 

31 Theater awards 

33 Underway 

34 City on the 
Mohawk 



IClIWa X<SunaMrtaScmccl.ta. 
MigntMtuM 


*aam 


36 Stop signs, e.g. 

37 Mystery 

42 Sty cry 

43 Explosions 

44 More splendid 

45 Green card 
holder 

46 Help out on a 
heist 


47 Pension accts. 

48 "David and ’ 

49 Author Ferber 

50 Be up and 
about 

51 English county 

52 Annoys 

54 Enemy 

55 Fat farm 


Peanuts 


UHAT I THINK | LL DO 
TODAY 15 TAKE SOME MONEY 
OUT OF MY COLLEGE TRUST 
FUNC? AND 60 BUY A 006.. 

f YOU PONT VT“ > 
HAVE A / * l 
COLLEGE ( D0 _ H1 
TRUST FUND^ • 

/PLEASE V UJE RE N 
/ PASS THE / ALL OUT 
6RAPE 0F6RAPE 
k JELLY.. 1 JELLY.. 


i 

s 


||||j 


HOW CAN ANYONE NOT 
HAVE A DOS, A COLLEGE 
TRUST FUND AND 
=i ©RAPE JELLY ? 

IHt 
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rnPBTAST FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 30 ? 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) — If you take the advice 
of a friend and a bureaucrat, not necessarily m that 
order, you can put In a correction that will make you 
much more effective. If this does not make sense, just 
follow the advice of anybody in a position to know 
what they are talking about. 

TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) — You don’t know 
everything yet, but you are learning, and it is notice- 
able. You will get a good opportunity this afternoon, so 
make sure you are paying attention. You have got lots 
of energy and you are interested in the topic. How lucky 

can you get? 

GEMINI: (May 21-June 21) — Money could come 
into vour account today, and it is about time. You have 
been waiting for quite a while, and putting up with 
something at home that needs replacing. Plan to go 
shopping for a new one tonight or tomorrow night 
Either would be good times for finding a bargain. 
CANCER: (June 22-July 22) — You are in the spot- 
light and that is OK. You also look like the recipient of 
more responsibility. Are you in a position where you 
have to take care of other people's money? If not that 
could happen soon. And it looks like you will be good 
at it too. 

LEO: (July 23- August 22) — You could make more 
money this morning with little effort. Look for a way to 
increase your income, possibly by taking on another 
job. Your skills are in demand. You may hear about an 
opportunity from a friend around dinnertime. This is an 
insider tip, so don’t tell anyone where you heard it 
VIRGO: (August 23-September 22) — Something you 
do not want anymore would make a wonderful gift for 
friend in need. It is just taking up space and you would 
like to get it out of your closet Not only will you be 
doing good deed, but you will be bringing even more 
favourable attention to yourself. 

LIBRA: (September 23-October 23) — You could say 
or do something today to greatly further your career. 
The opportunity will come quickly and must be acted 
on quickly. You are definitely up for the challenge, 
especially if you can figure it out ahead of time and be 
in the right place when it happens. 

SCORPIO: (October 24-November 21) — It looks like 
money is coming into your account This is a surprise. 
There is plenty of work, but a friend is helping with 
that, so it is a lot easier. And you may be able, finally, 
to pay of a big debt That is a marvellous feeling. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22-December 21). — 
This would be a good day to pay off a bill. I looks more 
like it will take ingenuity on your part. Maybe you will 
. pay off one credit card with^another. and get. a. lower, 
interest rate. That is not the same as paying it off, but it 
is better than Dothing. . - 

CAPRICORN: (December 22- January 19) — You are 
under pressure, but you are not in the battle alone any- 
more. You have got a good partner, who can do some of 
your chores even better than you can. Let it happen. If 
you are working with the right person, the two of you 
will be absolutely awesome. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20-February 18) — Not only do 
you have a Jot of work already, but there is more com- 
ing in every minute. You could easily talk yourself into 
being overwhelmed, if you had the time. Luckily, you 
don’t. Instead, keep reminding yourself how smart you 
are and how good you are at figuring things out. 
PISCES: (February 19-March 20) — Everything looks 
rosy. And speaking of roses, this would be a marvellous 
day to plant some. You are adept at making things grow. 
You are also good at nurturing people. You will see the 
(^results of your labours in a variety of ways. 


THE BETTER HALF. 



'I can’t be past my prime. 
I never had a prime!” 


Unscramble these four JuntoJos, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MHce ArgMori 


MAALL 

cm 


r 


"?4sssasas 


degal 

XTTH 


febryl 

i 


□ 

n 




When the wind 
Maw our way. -J 
wo can't 
stand ii 


UJLIL 

*-xo — 


rrd 


Lime NEAR A 

garbage pump 

CAN BE THIS. 


Now arrange the dieted loners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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i (Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's 


Amfotes: SMOKY MINUS FLORAL UPSHOT 
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Business & Finance 


Beat 


^ A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Jordan Islamic Bank adds newly posted 
lower profit to retained earnings 



** THE JORDAN Islamic Bank posted a 
JD3.15 million net profit last year com- 
pared to JD5.60 million recorded in 1996. 
However, the bank will transfer the profit 
to retained earnings because it awarded 
the shareholders a free quarter share 
bonus for each share held by them and 
floated shares for private subscription at 
par value without an “issuance premium” 
surcharge. “This should compensate and 
even be higher than distributing cash div- 
idends, the bank said. 

According to the annual report, the 
bank’s total assets at the end of last year 
amounted to JD650.62 million compared 
to JD61S.66 million at the end of 1996. 
Off-balance items such as letters of cred- 
its, guarantees and acceptances totalled 
JD24.69 million (JD40.II million in 
1996). Cash in hand and at banks 
increased from JD 135.34 million at the 
end of 1996 to JD 162.76 million at the 
end of 1997. 

Other figures showed total financing 
and investments totalling JD461.87 mil- 
lion compared to JD457.95 million at the 
end of 1996. Various types of deposits 
were higher by JD2736 million as they 
increased from JD524.54 million to 
JD 5 5 1.90 million. 

The report indicated that the bank 


extended low-interest credits that benefit- 
ed 7,644 persons. The balance of these 
soft loans has increased from JD1.66 mil- 
lion at the end of 1996 to JD2.03 million 
at the end of 1997. The total of net fixed 
assets increased by about half a million to 
reach JDI5.47 million. 

Board Chairman Mohammad Hasoubeh 
told the shareholders that the bank's 
future plan aims at continuing to widen 
and to diversify banking services and at 
consolidating the expansion in financing 
craftsmen and small industries. The bank 
also will stress dealing in bonds by con- 
tinuously Issuing investment portfolios 
and diversifying the investment compo- 
nents of these portfolios. 

Mr. Hasoubeh highlighted in his 
address that among many financing deals, 
the bank extended a JD7 million financ- 
ing to the National Electricity Company. 
He pointed out that the share of the 
Jordan Islamic Bank of the total financing 
of all the banks in Jordan was around 9.1 1 
per cent. He said the shareholders' equity 
has risen to JD49.6 million with the capi- 
tal adequacy ratio standing at 15.26 per 
cent which is a level higher than the 12 
per cent ratio required" by the Central 
Bank (A1 Ra'i + AJ Aswaq). 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Economic slump good news for some in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Japan’s economic slump 
has turned up some 
unlikely pickings for 
canny entrepreneurs who 
can even provide a fake 
job for those embarassed 
about unemployment. 

Manufacturers of safes 
are also enjoying a boom 
as people lose "faith in 
shaky banks. 

And temporary job 
agencies are giving new 
flexibility to corpora- 
tions that are no longer 
willing to risk giving 
permanent employment 
to incompetent gradu- 
ates. 

Eiichi Seki, president 
of Create Corp.. has 
found a new niche for his 
1 5-year-old business, 
which provides clients 
with the illusion of hav- 
ing their own office. 

Pay your subscription, 
and Create Corp. can 
help you to fool family 
and friends into believ- 
ing you still have a job 
weeks after your boss has 
fired you. 

While you lounge 
around in the bar, tele- 
phone operators of 
Create Corp. will take 
calls meant for you and 
explain that you've just 
popped out and will call 
them back. 

Most of Seki's longer- 
term customers are 
industrious enterpreneurs 
who want to save the cost 
of an office and still reas- 


sure clients in Japan, 
where people place more 
trust in organisations 
than individuals. 

Young women working 
in the sex industry 
account for a small pro- 
portion of the clientele. 

But “an increasing 
number of senior men 
who have been laid off 
are becoming our cus- 
tomers,” Seki said, as the 
jobless executives warn 
to fool their families and 
acquaintances. 

When calls come in, a 
Create Corp. operator, 
posing as your fake com- 
pany’s secretary, will 
contact you later on your 
mobile telephone ' or 
wherever else you desire 
and inform you of your 
incoming messages. 

A basic contract to pro- 
vide you with an illusory 
employer's telephone 
number is 20,000 yen 
(SI 55 ) a month. 

“We issue pay slips if 
the customer deposits 
and withdraws his own 
money,” Seki said. “I can 
meet any request of my 
customers as far as they 
don't violate the law.” 

And there's no need to 
worry about operators 
getting mixed up on the 
story by confusing you 
with another client — the 
right script pops up on a 
tiny screen in the tele- 
phone machine whenever 
it rings. 

Create Corp. can han- 


dle hundreds of numbers 
with only three telephone 
machines, as a computer 
connected to them recog- 
nises incoming calls, 
specifies the correct 
answers and feed them to 
idle lines. 

Seki operates six-to- 
seven of some 500 such 
offices in Tokyo and 
serves 1,000 people. 

The crisis in Japan's 
financial sector has also 
provided a business 
opening as many people 
choose to keep their cash 
in a safe at home rather 
chan at shaky banks 
which in any case pay 
hardly any interest. 

“Orders are outpacing 
production thanks to 
these ‘closet deposits’,” 
said Hiroshi Doi at the 
nation’s largest home 
safe manufacturer. King 
Industrial Co. Ltd. 

“We saw orders picking 
up unexpectedly after 
Hokkaido Takushoku 
Bank Ltd. failed in mid- 
November,” he said. 
Hokkaido was the first of 
Japan's top 10 banks to 
go under since World 
WarU. 

The spectacular fall of 
the country's fourth - 
largest broker, Yamaichi 
Securities Co. Ltd., in 
late November last year, 
added further fuel to the 
demand for safes. 

King’s monthly pro- 
duction stands at* 15,000 
money boxes a month, up 


50 per cent since the 
financial sector’s woes 
struck. 

Its most popular safes 
are as big as microwave 
ovens and are priced at 
40.000-50,000 yen <310- 
390 dollars). Most buy- 
ers are in their 50s and 
60s, Doi said. 

New-style temporary 
job agencies, popular in 
the West but formerly 
scarce in Japan, are also 
riding on the economic 
slump. 

More and more compa- 
nies want to cut their 
intake of school gradu- 
ates who need on-the-job 
training. 

Katsuyoshi Mita, gen- 
eral marketing manager 
of Sraff Service Co. Ltd., 
said his firm is now pro- 
viding those firms with 
the “right people for the 
right period at the right 
time.” 

According to the latest 
labour ministry data, 
some 720,000 people 
were registered at job 
agencies at the end of 
March 1997, up 18.3 per 
cent from a year earlier. 

Some 300,000 people 
of them were working on 
contracts. Women 

accounted for 70 per 
cent, but the number of 
men was estimated to 
have risen at least 10 per 
cent over the past few 
years, Mita said. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MAKXST 
HOUSING BANK cram AMMAN - SHMEXSANX 
ItUHOns 407171 / 407179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST TOR ME PEKSD AY 29/04/1998 





PAST 12 

MONTHS 

— EST 

COMPANY'S HAKE 

P / I 

DXV. . 

NO. 

no. or 

VALUE 

OPEN 

-CL08E- 

CHANGE 






TRANS. 


JD 





355.500 

251.000 

ARAB BAKE 

14.3 

1.14 

23 

2940 

1026410 

350.00 

350.00 



2.340 

1.660 

JOR- NATIONAL BE. 

14.3 

4.05 

19 

IDS 500 

184456 

1.68 

1.73 

■ .05+ 

s 

3.540 

1.250 

BANK OP JORDAN 

4.2 

0.00 

1 

ISO 

201 

1.34 

1.34 

— 


1.300 

.890 

MID. EAST XKV.BK. 

60.4 

0.00 

1 

iso 

138 

.95 

.92 

.03- 

*5 

2.680 

1.630 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

B.2 

B.S1 

3 

1737 

2781 

1.61 

1.60 

.01- 


S.990 

4.660 

THE HOUSING BE. 

19.1 

3.32 

37 

20000 

120044 

5.89 

6.03 

.14+ 

S 

4.180 

1.790 

JOR. KUWAIT BARE 

.9 

0.00 

4 

1290 

2352 

1.82 

1.83 

.01+ 


.920 

.590 

JOR.CULP BANE 

4.0 

10.45 

2 

1500 

1005 

.67 

.67 

- 

s 

4.020 

1.750 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.5 

0.00 

10 

2707 

4962 

1.83 

1.B3 

— 


1.400 

.800 

8ZXT.AL-MAL (BEISKAJ 

4.0 

0-00 

1 

ISO 

123 

.81 

.82 

.01* 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX) 245 . 8 S XCHC< * 0.42 


0.00 


XNDEXl 12i:44 *CBGi 0.00 


s 

1.350 

-900 

ARABIAN SEAS XH5UR. 


j INSURANCE- SECTOR TOTALS INDEX 1 XiXZtt* ! 


2.240 

1. 550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PNR. 

10. 


5.500 

2.450 

KXHEH MINERALS 

51 


1.550 

.970 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

41 


.590 

.360 

JORDAN IHTL.TRAD- 


* 

1.480 

1.120 

KID- EAST HOTELS 

i 


4.600 

2.890 

ARAB XHTL. UIV.EDOC. 

9 


1.090 

.900 

ZARKA EDOCATIOW 

16 

_ 

1.830 

1.4SO 

UHlriEO CO. 

6 


250 1.00 1.00 - 


19203 2 

33720 
5047 
468 

1645 1 



SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX) 115.96 *CHOi 

-0.2S 

60 

32827 

74389 





♦ 4.450 

2.600 

JOR. CEMENT PACT. 

14. a 

4.40 

16 

5837 

14698 

2.60 

2.50 

.10- 

. 11.250 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RETCKABX 

10.7 

8.08 

14 

8382 

92036 

11.05 

11.00 

.05- 

9 1.460 

1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

11.7 

6.80 

3 

150 

i 220 

1.45 

1.47 

.02+ 

3.400 

2.220 

ARAB ALDH.IND. 

20.6 

8.99 

3 

97 

268 

2.80 

2.78 

.02- 

.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

16.2 

0.00 

2 

90 

42 

.48 

.48 

- 

1.110 

.670 

ARAB PAPER COKV.TRD. 

22.3 

0.00 

1 

1500 

1095 

.76 

.73 

.03- 

.620 

.510 

NATIONAL XND8. 


0.00 

3 

1523 

822 

.54 

.54 

— 

.760 

.370 

INTERNED. PSTnO.CHKX. 


0.00 

3 

1650 

646 

.40 

.40 

- 

S 3.000 

.920 

SAIL. CAUL* IfXRB.MFAC 

27.2 

0.00 

9 

5400 

6093 

1.14 

1.13 

.01- 

.730 

-530 

JOR. SULPHO— CHEH 

11.4 

a.oo 

4 

1250 

750 

.60 

.60 

— 

1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PBARK.CEEK. 

14.7 

4.51 

10 

6091 

8115 

1.35 

1.33 

.02- 

S 1.540 

.810 

UNTV. HOON.XXDS. 

13.6 

7.06 

24 

7800 

6633 

.86 

.85 

.01- 

1.200 

.680 

JOR. INDS- RESOURCES 

9.3 

14.49 

4 

1750 

1191 

.68 

.69 

.01+ 

1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

9.5 

7.41 

2 

1000 

1350 

1.40 

1.35 

.05- 

1.080 

.810 

JOR. REV CABLE CO. 

12.3 

11.49 

12 

8050 

7004 

.87 

.87 

- 

1.790 

1.290 

EL -ZAY READY HEAR 

47.9 

0.00 

9 

4700 

6392 

1.37 

1.36 

.01- 

1.310 

1.080 

I STL. TOBACCO 

7.3 

5.60 

13 

19300 

23755 

1.23 

1.25 

.02+ 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. S VXC. 

11-1 

0.00 

12 

15800 

17621 

1.10 

1.11 

.01+ 

.860 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

8.3 

9.46 

S 

7100 

5254 

.74 

.74 

— 

.700 

.570 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.7 

0.00 

B 

13350 

7877 

.60 

.59 

.01- 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX) 106.77 ICBC: 

-0.65 

160 

110865 

201996 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX) 170.32 <<SGi 

+0.03 

327 

283243 

1619532 






PARALLEL 

kareet share price list tor 

WEDENSDAY 

29/04/1998 




N 1.050 

.910 

EXPORT 6 riN.BNX.75Z 

17.0 

0.00 

6 

10000 

6763 

.92 

.92 


.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE rAC. 


0.00 

3 

14500 

5945 

.41 

.41 

— 

.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

3 

22000 

9020 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

1.010 

.720 

AL-SHABQ XHV.CO. 

P 

0.00 

4 

25000 

25000 

1.00 

1.00 


.780 

.610 

AL-DAHLXYAH 

38.0 

0.00 

5 

3300 

2153 

.66 

.65 

.01- 

R 2.220 

1.050 

CENTURY XXV. GROUP 


0.00 

1 

250 

405 

1.71 

1.62 

.09- 

1.000 

.850 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. OO. 

17.0 

5.00 

2 

1000 

963 

.95 

1.00 

.05+ 

♦ .600 

.570 

UNIVL. METALS 


0.00 

1 

100 

54 

.57 

.54 

.03- 

.470 

.240 

ARAB ZRTL.INV.TRO. 

39.2 

0.00 

4 

15000 

5120 

.36 

.34 

.02- 

.650 

.360 

NATL. MULT -EMG.NAMX CO 


0.00 

11 

40250 

14893 

.37 

.37 

- 

.690 

.500 

MIDEAST PRARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

7 

1850 

925 

.61 

.60 

.01- 

.730 

.550 

RAXX PftAXH. 

E 

0.00 

1 

7000 

4830 

.69 

.69 

— 

N .950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. I KD. 

9 

o.ao 

6 

9500 

5985 

.64 

.63 

.01- 

.710 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 


0.00 

46 

B2944 

46577 

.54 

.57 

.03+ 

N .950 

.470 

OPTICAL* HEARING 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 

3000 

1000 

.58 

.58 

- 

■ 1.000 

.750 

EKBAL PRINT OO. 75* 

12.5 

9.24 

7 

6800 

3877 

.83 

.82 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





109 

242494 

133509 




T « Mu 12 

noncha high 









+ i Km 12 

aenthi 

lour 









S t 3tock dividend during tht put 12 aetitbB . 

/v 

\ 






N t 

during 

eha put 12 ■oncha 









P i P/E ratio i-m 100 or oora 



a jer 

LJ- ‘ 





g : H*g«tl*« P/E 









E i liming la uro or N/A for eh* uo«L 

IKCOt pMT 

/ 








Workshop 
opens on 
advanced 
banking 
techniques 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Jordanian exports have 
grown by almost 10 per 

cent over the past five 
years, Mohammad Halai- 
qah, the secretary general 
of the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade and the deputy 
chairman of the board of 
directors of the Jordan 
Export Development 
Corporation (JEDCO), 
said Wednesday. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a workshop on 
export finance and credit 
guarantees in Jordan. Dr. 
Halaiqah said Jordanian 
exports have reached 107 
world markets in 1997. 

Farouq A1 Hadidi, the 
acting director general of 
JEDCO said the workshop 
aims to brief exporters on 
the finance and credit guar- 
antee programme available 
to Jordanian exporters not- 
ing that demand for such a 
programme is still below 
the expectations. 

Centra] Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) expert Mohammad 
Quieish reviewed the gen- 
eral conditions for giving 
advances to licensed banks 
against export letters of 
credit and other technical 
banking procedures. 

Golda Amis, advisor for 
the Investment Financing 
Programme, said the gov- 
ernment had signed a $40 
million agreement with the 
World Bank to finance this 
activity. She noted that the 
CBJ will relend the total 
amount through several 
licensed banks in Jordan, 
which have agreed to par- 
ticipate in the relending 
process in accordance with 
certain conditions. 


set up first 
private sector 
petrochemicals 
firm 

CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Egyptian private-sector 
group has signed an agree- 
ment with U.S. and 
Japanese petrochemical 
giants for the construction 
of a $445 million petro- 
chemical complex, the oil 
ministry has said. 

The deal was signed 
between Egypt’s Sharqiya 
Company for Petroleum, 
Union Carbide of the 
United States and Japan's 
Toyo company, a 
spokesman for the oil min- 
istry said. 

It stipulated the creation 
of Egypt's “first private- 
sector petrochemical com- 
plex” for total investments 
worth 1.5 billion pounds 
($445 million), said the 
spokesman who was 
unable to give each compa- 
ny’s share of the deal. 

( The new firm will pro- 
duce 120,000 tonnes of 
polypropylene each year- 
worm 375 million pounds 
<5125 million). 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5S20605/S920609/U79-30007 
E-mail address 
abdoun@go.com. jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


It Antra inn jm Hoic-l Phone- 

'Amman ■ f Aim - Rio 5o27 1 1 8 



Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank, 
Phone; 5604042 
SweifiehTel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


tyon* ffaUnvM Ammo* 



One & Two Bedrooms Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes DaBy & 
Long Stay Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672-Fax 5674S51 

-ni.nt'. t 10) M U u.Mnm.i. 


A 


L’olhner Restaurant 
* ' 


Abdoun 5929564 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

56843TT- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


bluebird 

Tours 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A7C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

Wuebird@go.com. jo 










































































io Sports 


Premier League 


Clubs discuss JFA proposal 
before 3rd week begins Friday 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The third week 
of the Premier League 
Championship is scheduled 
to start Friday unless seven 
of the ten teams who meet 
today decide to boycott the 
competiron which kicked 
off April 20. 

Except for A1 Wihdat. 
Shabab AJ Hussein and A1 
Jazireh. the remaining clubs 
sent the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA) a memo- 
randum requesting a change 
in the formula of revenue 
from dcket sales allocation. 

The JFA hopes to resolve 
the issue this week before 
the clubs proceed with their 
threat of pulling out of the 


In the upcoming week. A] 
Ahli face Ai Faisali Friday 
and Al Ramtha face Irbid 
rivals Al Hussein Saturday 
in the most heated of the 
five matches. 

Titleholders Al Wihdat 
lead the standings after 3-0 
win over Al Arabi and 4-2 
win over Shabab Al 

Hussein. 

Al Wihdat took the first of 
the year's titles when they 
won the season-opening 

Cup Winners’ Cup after a 4- 
2 win over Al Ramtha. 

It was AI Wibdat’s fourth 
Cup Winners’ Cup trophy 


after winning in 1989, 1992 
and 1997. The match" tradi- 
tionally groups the Premier 
League and Jordan Cup 
champions of the preceding 
year. 

Since Al Wihdat won the 
1997 Premier League and 
Jordan Cup titles, their 
opponents were Jordan Cup 
runners-up Al Ramtha 
whose last major title was 
the 1996 Federation Shield. 

AJ Wihdat are this year 
looking for their 5th consec- 
utive Premier League title, 
having also won the Jordan 
Cup and Cup Winners Cup 


in the past two years. 

The Jordan Cup is sched- 
uled for mid-June and will 
group 40 teams representing 
die Premier League* as well 
as the first and second divi- 
sions. 

The competition will be 
held on a knockout basis 
with most of the Premier 
League teams having first 
round byes 

The fourth major event of 
the season will be the 
Federation Shield, grouping 
the Premier League only 
and also played on a knock- 
out basis in mid-July. 


STANDINGS AFTER 2ND WEEK 
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2 

2 

- 
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- 

- 
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- 
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- 
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2 

- 
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third placed Al Hussein the 

S. Al Hussein 

2 
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3 
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- 
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2 

4 
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Jazireh and 3-0 to AJ Faisali. 
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2 

- 

i 

1 

T 

4 

1 

Ai Faisali beat Al Ramtha 

Hussein 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 
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Agassi beats Woodbridge to advance 


MUNICH (AFP) — Andre 
Agassi braved wintry tem- 
peratures on Tuesday to 
maintain his perfect record 
over Todd Woodbridge with 
a 6-1, 3-6, 6-3 battling win 
into the second round of the 
$525,000 BMW Open. 

Agassi, who grew up in 
the sweltering desert town 
of Las Vegas, ignored the 
chilly German weather as he 
carved out the victory, his 
second on clay this spring, 
in one hour, 33 minutes. 

The' match*, which did not 
end,, until , nearly 7 p.m., 
meant that' Briton Greg 
Rusedski did not get on 
court. 

Due to fading light, the top 
seed’s first-round contest 
against German Oliver 
Gross was put off until mid- 
day on Wednesday. 

Agassi lost his first career 
set to Woodbridge, but 
pulled together in the third 
to advance. 

“It was tough out there 
today,” said the American, 
who received advice from 
Brad Gilbert as pan of an 
ATP Tour experiment with 
on-court coaching. 

“After the first set we felt I 
was only keeping the bail in 
play, just getting the job 
done. In the second set he 
stepped it up and I wasn't 
prepared. 

“I had to raise my game 
and hit the big shots to win 
in the third.” 

After an effortless first set. 
the going got tougher. 
Agassi lost serve forJ-2 but 
immediately broke back. 

But a loose backhand 
return to lose the seventh 
game put the American into 
trouble again, 3-4 in the late 
afternoon with the light 
starting to fade. 

Woodbridge increased the 
pressure a notch and broke 
through to win the first set 
out of 11 he has played 
against Agassi, forcing the 
match into a final set which 
he took easily enough 6-3. 

The win was eighth-seed- 
ed Agassi's fifth against his 
Australian opponent. 

Agassi is playing Munich 
for die first time as he makes 
a determined effort to pre- 
pare suitably for the French 
Open, where he reached the 
final in 1990 and 1991. 

His comeback which 
began late last year as he 
sunk into the ranking 140s 



Andre Agassi 

has already paid dividends, 
giving the former World No. 
1 a ranking of 20th this 
week on the ATP Tour list, 
his best since March, 1997. 

“My day form just keeps 
getting better and better, 
diat’s all to the good,” said 
Agassi. “But I need more 
matches.” 

Agassi's next opponent 
will be German Rainer 
Schuttler, who upset 
Woodbridge’s doubles part- 
ner Mark Woodforde 6-4. 7- 
6 (7/2) to advance into the 
second round. 

German hope Tommy 
Haas meanwhile faced near- 
certain defeat standing a set 
and 1-4 down to Swiss Marc 
Rosset in their first-ever 
meeting. 

But the 33rd-ranked Haas 
from Hamburg pulled 
through to level at a set each 
after saving four match 
points and then forced a 


tiebreaker against the 
unseeded former Olympic 
champion from Geneva. 

Haas continued his chal- 
lenge in the third set but was 
unable to complete the vic- 
tory as Rosser hung onto an 
early break to earn a 6-3. 6- 
7 {2/1), 6-4 win. 

The 1997 Munich semi- 
finalist next plays seventh 
seed Thomas Enqvist of 
Sweden, who ousted compa- 
triot Magnus Norman 7-5. 
6-3 in a repeat of a win at 
Stockholm last November. 

Second seed Jonas 
Bjorkman joined Enqvist as 
a Swedish winner on a day 
when it felt more like north- 
ern Scandinavia than south- 
ern Baveria at the end of 
April. 

World No. 4 Bjorkman 
continued to show steady 
improvement after fighting 
off a virus which has 
plagued him for nearly two 


months and which had limit- 
ed him to a single victory (at 
the Lipron Championships) 
during his past five tourna- 
ments on the ATP Tour. 

The Swede moved into the 
second round at the Iphiios 
dub with a fightback, 2-6. 
6-4, 6-0 over Andre 

Medvedev of the Ukraine. 

Bjorkman wore a t-shin 
and jumper while Medvedev 
played in long sweatpants as 
spring weather turned wet 
and wintery after a mild 
scan to the week. 

Bjorkman next plays 
Belgian Christophe Van 
Garsse, who beat Bren 
Steven of New Zealand 7-5. 
6 - 1 . 

Galo Blanco made a suc- 
cesful Munich debut with a 
6-1, 7-6 (7/3) upset, sending 
out sixth-seeded fellow 
Spaniard Sergi Bruguera, a 
two-time French Open hold- 
er. 
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Sonics on 
verge of 
elimination 


MINNEAPOLIS (AFP) — 
Seattle stumbled to the 
brink of elimination from 
the National Basketball 
Association playoffs here 
Tuesday while Portland and 
Atlanta kept alive their 
championship hopes. 

Kevin Garnett scored 19 
points and Stephon 
Marbury added 14 points 
and 11 rebounds to spark 
Minnesota past the 
Supersonics 98-90. giving 
the Tirnberwolves a 2-1 
edge over the Western 
Conference’s number two 
seed. 

Minnesota can close out 
the best-of-five series here 

Thursday. 

“I’m not surprised. We 
have always been a confi- 
dent team,” Garnett said. 
“Now their backs are 
against the wall. The next 
gome is do or die.” 

” The Los Angeles Lakers 
and Charlotte Hornets 
missed chances to sweep 
their first round matchups. 
The Lakers lost 99-94 at 
Portland while the Hornets 
matched an NBA scoring 
futility mark in a 96-64 loss 
at Atlanta. 

“We didn’t execute well at 
all.” Charlotte scoring 
leader Glen Rice said 
“That’s why it was such a 
lopsided score." 

Miami beat New York 91- 
85 to grab a 2-1 ‘edge and 
reclaim a home-court edge 
from the Knicfcs. That 
leaves the seventh-seeded 
Tirnberwolves as the team 
in the best position to pull a 
first-round upset 

“We’re showing a lot of 
guts and a lot of character," 
Marbury said. “We lost our 
concentration but we came 
back- We are coming out 
and performing like we 
have io to win.” 

Anthony Peeler and Sam 
Mitchell each had playoff 
career highs with 20 and 19 
points respectively for 

I.'ii: ,, L, 

Gary Payton scored 26 
: points while Vm Baker had : 
17 points and 12 rebounds 
for . Seattle, which fell 
behind 2-1 in last year’s 
first round before rallying to 
eliminate Phoenix. 

The Lakers squandered 36 
points and 16 rebounds 
from Shaquiile O’Neal 



Charlotte Hornets Bobby Phills (L) and Atlanta Hawks 
loose ball in the first quarter of their NBA playoff game, 
five series 2-0 (Reuters photo) 


Steve Smith scramble for a 
Charlotte leads the best-of- 


while Portland’s Damon 
Stoudamire and Isiah Rider 
each scored IS points as the 
Trail Blazers try to avoid a 
fifth consecutive first round 
ouster. 

“There are more miracles 
to come," Rider said. 
“We’re happy,’ but not over- 
ly happy. They were flat- 
lined and we were fired up. 
Home court means a lot for 
us. Miracles can happen in 
our life. You never know.” 

The Lakers had checked 
our of their hotel, confident 
of the sweep. but 
Stoudamire sparked 

Portland in the fourth quar- 
ter. “That’s what I call 
‘Damon time,”’ he said. 

At Atlanta, the Hawks 
matched the best defensive 
effort in NBA playoff histo- 
ry to avoid being swept, 
pulling within 2-1 in their 
first round series. The 
Hawks try to equalize at 
home on Thursday. 

The Hawks posted their 
most lopsided playoff tri- 
umph in history and equaled 
a playoff record for fewest 
points allowed, matching 
the 64 Miami held Orlando 
to last year and Utah kept 
Portland to 64 in 1996. 

• Until the debacle; “**6 
; Hornets had never Uscqred 
’fewer than 80 po lifts -iifV 
playoff game and had been 
limited to no less than 71 
this season. Rice managed 
only eight points after aver- 
aging 29 the past two 
games. 

“We knew the only way to 
win this basketball game 


was to play defensively 
hard,” said Dikembe 
Mutombo, who had 10 
points and 11 rebounds. 
“Every time they were dri- 
ving we double-teamed 
them very well.” 

Mookie Blaylock scored 
16 points to lead six double- 
digit scorers for the Hawks, 
who swept four regular sea- 
son games from Charlotte 
by an average of 17 points 
but lost the first two on the 
Hornets’ home court 
Blaylock missed 10 of 12 
shots in a game two loss but 
was 6-for-6 in scoring 14 
first-half points as Atlanta 
built a 5 1-32 galf-time edge. 

Anthony Mason led 
Charlotte with 12 points 
while Vlade Divac added 
II. 

“We have to learn from 
this game,” Divac said. “I 
would rather lose by 50 than 
by one because it makes 
you think about iL Now you 
know they're good. You 
have to prepare yourself 
mentally. It hurts your 
pride.” 

Miami's Voshon Lenard 
scored 2S points and the 
Heat claimed only its fourth 
triumph ever at Madison 
-Square Garden: The Knicks' 
uj to equalize at home 
Tffiirsday. "r 

Tun Hardaway scored 27 
for Miami while Allan 
Houston had 27 for the 
Knicks, but IS of those 
came in the first quarter and 
none came in the fourth 
when the Knicks needed 
them most 


“With Allan Houston, we 
try to limit his shots,” 
Lenard said. “We threw a 
couple of guys at him, tried 
to wear on him as much as 
possible. Toward the end of 
the game, he got a little 
tired. We tried to work 
him.” 

Larry Johnson added 22 
for the Knicks, who are on 
the b rink of a first-round 
ouster for the first time 
since 1991. 

Miami’s Eric Murdock 
pulled his finger across his 
throat after a basket in the 
same cutting fashion that 
Knicks guard Chris Childs 
did in game two, an insult 
that lingered with Miami's 
Hardaway. 

“This up here got right 
under my damn skin. I think 
we took that very personal- 
ly. 1 think Eric Murdock did 
that tonight and we got on 
him for doing that You just 
don’t do that. You don’t do 
that” 

*T think I got myself in 
some trouble,” Murdock 
said. “I really shouldn’t 
have did iL I was caught in 
the emotions. I did it, but I 
apologize for iL” 

Reigning champion 
Chicago coudd sweep -into- 
the second rpund with a vic- 
tory at : New; : Jersey • on’ 
Wednesday. 

San Antonio could also 
advance by beating Phoenix 
at home while Utah, which 
matched the Bulls for the 
best regular-season mark, 
visits Houston with that 
series level at 1-1. 


Jordan focuses on title as rumors swirl 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan ignores the 
latest stories about future 
changes for the Chicago 
Bulls and concentrates on 
bringing the club its sixth 
National Basketball 

Association crown in eight 
years. 

“We never know when the 
next curveball is coming.” 
Jordan said. “But we know- 
we have to go out and play 
the game. Thai’s where our 
focus should be. 

“We’re mature adults and 
we know how ro»deal with 
things we really can’t con- 
trol. We just push it aside.” 

The latest reports have 
Iowa State University coach 
Tim Floyd, a pal of Bulls 
general manager Jerry 
Krause, taking over the club 
next season in place of 
coach Phil Jackson. 

Jordan has said he will 
play for no coach other than 
Jackson. So with club and 
Floyd denying things. 
Jordan goes about his busi- 
ness knowing the dynasty 
days might be done no mat- 
ter what he does on the 
court. 

“It hasn’t happened yet so 
I’m not thinking about it” 
Jordan said. “I’m playing 
for Phil and finishing out 
the year.” 

The question of Jordan’s 
future has not been decided 


and will not be until the 
playoff run is over. Jordan 
finds the interest in whether 
or not he will return “amaz- 
ing" even as he admits this 
is likely “the last dance" for 
the Bulls’ current lineup. 

“I can concentrate on the 
games on the court because 
when I'm out there it’s like 
a little bit of heaven for me. 
Everything else is put aside 
in my mind and the game is 
the thing.” 

Jordan is going out in 
style after his 10th NBA 
scoring title. He scored 39 
and 32 points in Chicago's 
opening two playoff victo- 
ries over New Jersey here. 
The Bulls can complete a 
sweep on the road 
Wednesday. 

Jordan has the highest 
career scoring average in 
NBA history at 31.5 points a 
game and is the only player 
to average more than 30 
points a game in the play- 
offs. with 25 post-season 
games the minimum to con- 
sider. 

“This is the real fun time,” 
Jordan said of the playoffs. 
"It's the apex of the season, 
fighting so hard to get to 
this poinL It’s one last strug- 
gle to do what you have pre- 
pared yourself all season to 
do." 

Jordan was the NBA 
Finals MVP for Chicago's 


title runs in 1991. 1992, 
1993, 1996 and 1997. It has 
been eight years since he 
played a full season and did 
not win the NBA title. But 
he is far from complacent. 

“It’s still nerve wracking 
for me,” Jordan said. 


“I still think we're the best 
team in the league. I think 
we have the best chance to 
win the championship 
again. 1 wouldn't want to go 
into the playoffs with any- 
thing less than those 
.thoughts.” 
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Heated competition expected 
in RACJ’s 3rd speed test 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, April 30-May 1, 1998 


By Rotxfan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe third round of the Pepsi 
Speed Test kicks off Friday at the race 
track of the Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan (RACJ). 

Champion Ghaith Bilbeisi, who won 
the first and the second rounds, will face 
.tough competition from, several other 
participants. 

The Shadian brothers, Khatchik and 
Barkev who took second and third places 
on April 24 will try to compete with 
Bilbeisi for first place. 

Meanwhile, Yasser Jairar who lost the 
first round with a split of a second to 
Bilbeisi will try to regain his advanced 
position which dropped to eighth in the 
second round. 

Jarrar was given a ten-second penalty 
by the organising committee in the sec- 


ond round after arriving late at the RACJ. 

The event will again miss the feminine 
touch. The only woman driver to com- 
pete in the second round was Abeer 
Batikbi. Maya Al Mufti who is taking 
pan in Rally du Liban and Tala AJ Shawa 
are again absent. 

As usual the track will not be revealed 
to the drivers until Thursday when they 
are allowed to check die track on foot 
before Friday’s event. 

Meanwhile, RACJ is preparing for the 
May 14-15 Jordan Internationa] Rally, 
considered one of the most important ral- 
lies in the Middle East. 

Thirty drivers from around the world 
are expected to take part in the event. 

Famous names such as United Arab 
Emirates’ Mohammad Bin Sulayem, 
Saudi Arabia’s Abdulah Bakhashab and 
Cyprus' Andreas Tsolouftas will be com- 
peting in the event. 


Irish swimmer faces life ban 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Triple 
Olympic gold medallist 
Michelle De Bruin of 
Ireland could be banned for 
life if found guilty of tam- 
pering with a doping sam- 
ple. 

Gunnar Werner, general 
secretary of swimming’s 
governing body FIN A, said 
Wednesday the 28-year-old 
De Bruin had manipulated 
the sample of a random test 
in January. 

He would not say what be 
meant exactly but said there 
were no illegal drugs found 
in the test. 

Athletes who have been 
found guilty of tampering 
with urine samples in the 
past either supplied some- 
one else’s urine or their own 
urine they had stored in a 
fridge, when they were 
clean of drugs. No swimmer 
has ever been found guilty 
of tampering with a test 
sample. 

“It’s an open sanction for 
manipulation, scat’s up to 1 
the FINA doping panel to' 
decide. If could 'be from 1 
zero to life," Werner Said- 
a'S he can ask for a B sam- 
ple to be tested, and if she 
does, it depends on what 
happens to that B sample. 

“If it is a suspect sample it 
goes on to the FINA doping 
panel, and if not the case is 
over with." 

The B sample must be 
tested within 21 days. 

The test was taken in The 
Netherlands on January 8, 
the opening day of the 
world swimming champi- 
onships in Perth which she 
declined to attend. 

De Bruin, competing 
under her maiden name of 
Smith, stunned the swim- 
ming world when she won 
Ireland’s first Olympic 
swimming gold medals in 
the 400m freestyle and the 
200m and 400m medleys in 
Atlanta. She also took 
bronze behind Australians 
Susie O’Neill and Petria 
Thomas in the 200m butter- 
fly. 

But she had to defend her- 
self against allegations of 
drug use as she had failed to 
suggest in the past she was 



Ireland’s Michelle de Bruin, who competed at the 1996 
Olympic Games under her maiden name Smith, raises 
her arms in jubilation after winning gold in the 
women’s 200 indhidnal medley at the 1996 Atlanta 
Games. The triple Olympic swimming champion could 
be banned for fife (Reuters photo) 


capable of beating the 
world’s best 

Her husband, Dutch shot 
putter and discus thrower 
Erik De Bruin, served a 
four-year ban after testing 
positive for testosterone. 

“Everything is disappoint- 
ing, but she has not yet been 
punished or found guilty," 
said Werner. 

“We have to find her 
guilty first." 

De Bruin has never tested 
positive but she was cau- 
tioned by FINA two years 
ago when she was not avail- 
able to give a random test 

The sport has been bit by 
a number of scandals in 
recent months. At the 
January world champi- 


onships in Perth four 
Chinese swimmers tested 
positive for a banned diuret- 
ic which the International 
Olympic Committee this 
week officially condemned 
as a masking agent for 
steroids. 

However FINA have lift- 
ed their suspensions pend- 
ing further investigations 
into Chinese claims they 
were only guilty of using a 
herbal medicine. 

Chinese breaststroker 
Yuan Yuan and her coach 
Zhou Zhewen also received 
lengthy bans for the discov- 
ery of human growth hor- 
mones in Yuan’s luggage on 
her arrival in Australia. 



Capriati 
back in 
business 


HAMBURG (AFP) — 
Jennifer Capriati produced 
an upset victory over 
Florencia Labat, and sixtb 
seed Sabine Appel mans of 
Belgium was tumbled out 
by Russia’s Elena 
Likhovtseva on the open- 
ing day of the Intersport 
Ladies Grand Frix here 
Tuesday. 

Capriati, now ranked 227 
and playing just her fourth 
event of the year, humbled 
34th-ranked Labat 6-2, 6-4 
in 67 minutes with a com- 
posed performance that 
demonstrated she has 
added a very able backhand 
and fine footwork to her 
familiar forehand skills. 

Capriati immediately 
placed her Argentinian 
opponent under pressure, 
gaining three break points 
in the opening game, and 
from 2-2 she reeled off 
eight straight games to win 
the first set and lead 3-0 in 
the second. 

“I’m proud of myself, 
especially at the end stay- 
ing tough and not letting it 
go to a third set, closing it 
out when I did," said 
Capriati. 

Capriati’s two recent vic- 
tories in Amelia Island, 
Florida, boosted her confi- 
dence. and she was deter- 
mined to keep the momen- 
tum going. 

Appelmans was beaten 6- 
0, 3-6, 6-3, and admitted 
she had found difficulty in 
transferring to clay from 
her recent Fed Cup match- 
es on bard courts. 

“It was my first match on 
clay and I hadn’t even 
practised on it," 
Appelmans revealed. “In 
the second set I felt the ball 
better and she made some 
mistakes, and in the third 
set I wanted to do certain 
things and they never 
worked- She was running 
very well and running to 
the corners, and every time 
I came to the net she passed 
me. Every time." 

Fellow Belgian 

Dominque Van Roost has 
also passed Appelmans, in 
the rankings, but that is 
something she has taken in 
her stride. 

“She’s been playing 
unbelievably well," 
Appelmans conceded, “but 
she has her career and I 
have mine. In Belgium 
they started making com- 
parisons between us and it 
would have been frustrat- 
ing if my ranking had 
dropped a lot" 


Sampras 
wins 1st 
match since 
getting back 
to No. 1 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Pete 
Sampras won his first 
match since reclaiming his 
status as world tennis num- 
ber one, bearing fellow 
American Alex O’Brien at 
the ATP Challenge here 
Tuesday. 

Sampras won 6-2, 7-6 
(7/5), in a first-round 
match at the $315,000 clay 
court event, a tuneup for 
die only major champi- 
onship Sampras has not 
captured, the French Open. 

Chile's Marcelo Rios 
ended a 102-week reign by 
Sampras after winning at 
Key Biscayne last month 
but has been sidelined with 
an injury to allow Sampras 
to reclaim die top spoL 

Third-seeded American 
Jim Courier was upset by 
Brazil’s Marrio Carlsson 
6-3, 2-6, 64, in another 
night match. 


First Division Basketball Championship 

Ahli, Orthodoxi meet Friday 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — All-time rivals Al Ahli 
and Al Orthodoxi play Friday with 
only one more match remaining before 
this year’s Fust Division Basket ball 
Championship concludes May 5. 

AJ Ahli. who ended .Al Orthodoxi’s 
1976-1989 undisputed reign, were 
champions in 1990, 1992, 1993 and 
1994 aided by the signing of Naser 
Bushnaq. 

This year however, they are down to 
third after being in the runner up spot 
last season when Al Jazireh ended a 
30-year drought to win the title. 

Al Orthodoxi won in 1991, 1995 and 
1996 and provided they bear AJ .Ahli 
Friday and Al Jazireh in the final 
match they will regain the title they 
held onto for the longest time. 

Al Jazireh who beat AJ Ahli 57-43 in 
the second playoff match to temporar- 


ily top the standings need to beat AJ 
Orthodoxi by any score to retain the 
title. 

Al Jazireh’s have so far managed 
only one win ov er Al Orthodoxi 92-84 
in the preliminary round. Their only 
two defeats this season were to AJ 
Orthodoxi 73-69 in the preliminaries 
and 65-61 in the first playoff match. 

They beat Al Ahli twice 75-69, and 
57-53, and 78-63 in the first leg play- 
off match. 

Al Orthodoxi beat Al Ahli 74-49 and 
69-37 in the preliminaries and 84-61 
in the first playoff match. 

Al Ahli's poor physical conditioning 


Team 

Jazireh 

Orthodoxi 

Ahli 


and incomplete bench coupled with 
ill-effects of inadequate pre-season 
training has led to an inconsistent form 
that forced them to rely on the individ- 
ual efforts of Faisal Nsour and Yousef 
Zaghloul. 

Al Orthodoxi are therefore the 
favourites in Friday’s match having a 
more complete lineup of substitutes, 
compared to the depleted bench of 
their opponents with Mohammad 
ShamaJi and Marwan Ma'touq both 
nursing injuries, and centre Ramez 
Hammoudeh quitting the team for per- 
sonal reasons. 
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Sydney turn down Nebiolo 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney Olympic organisers have 
rejected a claim from International Amateur Athletic 
Federation President Primo N’ebiolo for free tickets and 
hotel bedrooms for officials?“No we won’t be able to give 
them free," Sydney Olympic Organising Committee 
President Michael Knight said Wednesday. Nebiolo, as 
president of the Association of Summer Olympic 
International Federations, put his bid in for free tickets and 
accommodation at the ASOIF meeting with the Executive 
Board of the International Olympic Committee. 

Salt Lake City waiting for women’s call 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Salt Lake City Olympics organisers 
are waiting to bear from the international federations what 
new women’s sports they want to add to the 2002 Winter 
Games. “We are waiting to hear from the international fed- 
erations before we can evaluate the proposals.” Salt Lake 
City organising committee president Frank Joklik said here 
Wednesday. Bobsleigh, doubles luge and ski jumping are 
the women’s events "most likely to be added to the 2002 
programme if the federations come up with a proposal. 
Women’s hockey was introduced at the 1998 Nagano 
Winter Games. Joklik ruled out doubts that American 
brewer Anheuser Busch would be forced to withdraw as a 
sponsor because of local opposition. “Some Salt Lake City 
people did air their concerns but this sponsorship will not 
be dropped," he said. 


55.000 World Cup tickets left 

PARIS (AFP) — A total of 27 World Cup matches are sold , 
out following the sale of another 14,000 tickets on 
Tuesday, organisers said. The organising committee said 

55.000 tickets were still available and that ‘phone lines to 
take further bookings would be open again Wednesday 
from 0600 to 1800 GMT. Organisers originally put 

110.000 on telebone sale but added 60,000 more on 
Monday after several national federations returned those 
they were unable to sell. The first batch were placed on 
sale by phone last week but sold relatively slowly as the 
organisers were deluged with some 20 million calls from 
around Europe to just a handful of telecom operators. 

WTA moves Open tuneup to New Haven 

NEW HAVEN (AFP) — The WTA’s U.S. Hardcourt 
Championships, the final tuneup event for the U.S. Open, 
will move here from Atlanta, the U.S. Tennis Association 
said Tuesday. The $450,000 women's event will be con- 
tested the week following an ATP Tour men’s event on the 
same Connecticut Tennis Center courts. The tournament 
will run from August 24-29, ending two days before the US 
Open begins in New York. World number two and reigning 
Olympic champion Lindsay Davenport of the United 
States will come here to defend the crown she won last 
year in Atlanta at the 32-player event. “I’m excited about 
the move and I’m looking forward to playing in front Of all 
the great tennis fans,” she said. “This will be a great tune- 
up for the U.S. Open for me. 


BritishBank Foundation Scholarship 


<Z> 


The BritishBank Foundation is pleased to offer one scholarship for 
MA studies in Heritage Management at the Ironbridge Institute, 
University of Birmingham, during the 1998-99 academic year. 

The Heritage Management course at the Ironbridge Institute starts 
on 29 September 1998 and is designed to train professionals with 
the skills required to identify a heritage resource, ensure that it is 
cared for, made accessible, and passed on to future generations. It 
is designed for people working in, or planning to work in, 
museums, historic properties or cultural landscapes. 

The BritishBank Foundation is looking for a scholar with a record 
of excellence, either professional or academic, who will use his/her 
studies in the UK in the application of their work in Jordan. 
Priority is given to candidates with excellent command of English 
working in archaeology, planning, tourism or : architecture. 
Candidates should, preferably, be under the age of 40. 

Application forms along with detailed information on the 
scholarship, the Heritage Studies course at the Ironbridge Institute, 
as well as on completing the form can be collected from Manager 
Personal Banking, BritishBank, Jabal Hussein branch or the British 
Council, Jabal Amman, during the period 28 April - 1 1 May 1998. 
The deadline for receiving completed applications is 17 May 1998. 

Any submitted documents cannot be reclaimed and must therefore 
be a photocopy and not an original. 

Short listed candidates will be invited for an interview and the 
successful candidate advised by 10 June 1998. 

BritishBank Foundation, Amman 




i2 N ews 



Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, April 30-May 1, | 




Afghan factions take major 


step toward ending civil war 


ISLAMABAD (A P) — 

Afghanistan’s waning factions 
took a major step toward end- 
ing a two-decade long war that 
has devastated their homeland 
by agreeing Wednesday to a 
controversial commission of 
religious scholars. 

The formation of the com- 
mission has been the critical 
issue at peace talks being held 
in neighbouring Pakistan, the 
first between the feuding sides 
in two years. 

Both sides will appoint dele- 
gates to the commission and 
neither side will have the right 
to veto the other's delegates, 
said Ibrahim Bakr, the assis- 
tant secretary general of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference and co-sponsor of 
the peace talks along with the 
United Nations. 

This commission of ulema 
will rule the country in line 
with Sharia or Islamic law, Mr. 
Bakr told reporters during a 
break in negotiations. The 
members of the commission 
will interpret the Islami c law 


and both sides in the conflict 
have agreed to abide by their 
decision. 

No date for the formation of 
this commission was 
announced 

- The breakthrough came on 
the fourth consecutive day of 
talks, which were brokered by 
Washington’s Ambassador to 
the United Nations Bill 
Richardson. 

For the first time since talks 
began in Islamabad on 
Sunday, die U.S. Ambassador 
to Pakistan Thomas Simons 
attended the negotiations. 

It was unclear whether be 
played any role in the negotia- 
tions, but he had accompanied 
Richardson to Afghanistan on 
April 17 when the U.N. 
ambassador got the two sides 
to agree to peace negotiations. 

“We have sacrificed a lot in 
this regard" said Abdul 
Hakim Mujahed a negotiator 
on the Taleban army's team 
and the Taleban’s ambassador 
to Pakistan. He didn’t offer 
any details. 


The Taleban array had been 
demanding that only religious 
scholars participate on the 
commission, while their north- 
era-based opponents have 
been seeking a broader defini- 
tion that would include schol- 
ars of other disciplines, as well 
as Islamic ideology. 

It appeared that the era-spon- 
sors of the talks sidestepped 
the issue of definition of reli- 
gious scholar by getting both 
sides to agree not to veto the 
other's selection of delegates 
to the commission. 

Negotiations in the Pakistani 
capital were expected to con- 
tinue at least until Friday. 
Other agenda items, such as a 
cease fire and prisoner 
exchange, will be discussed 
said Mr. Bakr. 

The United Nations is hop- 
ing that the two sides will end 
this round of talks with a {no- 
longed cease fire. 

In the S5 per cent of 
Afghanistan ruled by the 
Taleban army, led by Islamic 
seminarians, a harsh form of 


Islamic law has been imposed 
Women no longer can work, 
schools for girls have been 
closed and men have to grow 
beards and wear a head cover- 
ing. 

Most Taleban soldiers 
belong to Afghanistan's 
majority Pashtun ethnic group 
and their opponents, belonging 
to the country’s minorities, say 
their edicts reflect tribal tradi- 
tions rather than Islamic law. 

In the northern 15 per cent of 
Afghanistan where the 
Taleban s enemies rule, the 
laws are not so harsh, but the 
lawlessness in the area has 
made it impossible for interna- 
tional aid organisations to 
remain in Mazar-e- Sharif, the 
opposition stronghold 

A divided anti-Taleban 
alliance has been wracked by 
ferocious infigh ting, much of 
it between troops loyal to 
Uzbek warlord Rashid 
Dostum and Shiite Muslims 
belonging to Hezb-e-Wahadat 


U.K. has limited goals for 
London talks — spokesman 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
spokesman for British Pre- 
mier Tony Blair warned 
Tuesday against expecting 
“diplomatic fireworks" at 
next month's London Middle 
East peace talks, stressing 
they were aimed at simply 
keeping the peace process 
alive. 

“The objective is to keep 
the process going rather than 
to have any spectacular, 
diplomatic coups," the 
spokesman said 

U.S. Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine Albright will hold 
separate meetings on May 4 
with Israeli Premier 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 


Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat in the hope of kick- 
starting the process after more 
than a year of stalemate. 

“The important thing is to 
keep them talking,” die 
spokesman said describing 
the talk s as a wo rkman -like 
affair not expected to result in 
“pyrotechnics and diplomatic 
fireworks.*' Earlier in die day 
a British diplomatic source 
said no direct meeting had 
been planned between die 
two leaders. 

The meetings were pro- 
posed by Me Blair as a neu- 
tral venue during a visit to 
Israel earlier this month. 

British representatives were 


not expected to take part in 
tbe talks, a British Foreign 
Office spokesman said 
adding that “the Americans 
are taking tbe lead." 

The talks are expected to 
focus on a four-point U.S. 
peace package calling for a 
staged Israeli withdrawal 
from 13 per cent of the West 
Bank in tandem with 
Palestinian steps against anti- 
Israeli guerrillas. 

The peace process has been 
stalled since Israel began 
building the contested Har 
Homa settlement in east 
Jerusalem at the start of 1997. 


Israel tries to arrest Abbas 


RAFAH (AFP) — Israeli bor- 
der guards threatened to arrest 
a Palestinian notorious for tbe 
19S5 hijacking of the Achille 
Laura cruise liner in which an 
American Jew was killed 
Palestinian security sources 
said Wednesday. 

Mohammad Abbas, known 
by his nom de guerre Abu A1 
Abbas, and an aide were 
stopped by Israeli soldiers on 
Monday as they tried to cross 
the Rafkb crossing from Egypt 
to Gaza, where he lives, said a 
Palestinian security official. 

“Israeli security informed us 
that there is a political decision 
to prevent Abu A1 Abbas from 
entering the Palestinian territo- 
ries and to arrest him if he 
tries." said the official, who 
asked not to be named 

Palestinian security at Rafah 
said Abbas holds a so-called 
“VIP card" issued by the 


Palestinain National Authority 
and approved by Israel, which 
allows him to move freely 
through border crossings. 

‘The Israelis insisted on 
arresting him, so we closed the 
Rafah border for tw«o hours in 
protest. After high-level politi- 
cal contacts, he and Ins aide 
were allowed to enter,” said the 
official. 

The Palestinian daily Al 
Ayyam said Palestinian police 
also formed a human shield 
around Mr. Abbas to prevent 
Israeli soldiers from detaining 
him. 

Israeli border officials have 
tried twice in the past month to 
arrest Mr. Abbas as he crossed 
the Allenby Bridge from 
Jordan to the West Bank, the 
official said 

Mr. Abbas, head of the 
Palestinian Liberation Front, a 
small Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLOl faction, 
planned the October 1985 
hijacking of the Italian cruise 
boat Achille Laura, during 
which a paraplegic American 
tourist, Leon Kinghoffer. was 
murdered 

Among other attacks, his 
group also tried to land com- 
mandos on a teach south of 
Tel Aviv in May 1990. The 
fighters were immediately 
arrested, but when President 
Yasser Arafat refused to con- 
demn the attempt, the United 
States cut off a nascent dia- 
logue with the PLO. 

Israel's previous Labour 
government allowed Mr. 
Abbas to return to Gaza in 
1996 to attend a meeting of the 
PLO's "parliament," the 
Palestine National Council 
which voted to amend the PLO 
charter to remove clauses call- 
ing for the destruction of IsraeL 


Rashid: 
New food 
plan ready 
in two or 
three weeks 


UNITED NATIONS ( AFP) 
— A new “oil-for-food" 
arrangement, which allows 
sanctions-hit Iraq to sell oil 
to buy food and medicine, 
could come into effect in 
two or three weeks. Iraqi 
Oil Minister Amer Rashid 
said Tuesday. 

He said Baghdad was 
finalising a distribution 
plan, which will need to be 
approved by U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan. 

But to date, the United 
Nations has not given the 
green light for the export to 
Baghdad of $300 million 
worth of spare parts needed 
to repair Iraqi oil installa- 
tions damaged during the 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Annan had asked the 
U.N. Security Council on 
April 15 to authorise the 
delivery of the spare parts 
to enable Iraq to export S4 
billion worth of oil over the 
next six months. 

The U.N. chief said at the 
time Iraq was not in a posi- 
tion to export the S5.2 bil- 
lion worth of oil authorised 
by the Security Council on 
Feb. 20. 

Independent oil experts 
who visited Iraq last month 
concluded that even if the 
repairs are carried out. 
Baghdad will not be able to 
export more than S3 billion 
worth of oil over slx 
months starting in June. 


Yemeni tribal negotiators attempt to free Britons 


SANAA (AFP) — An influen- 
tial Yemeni tribe has begun 
mediation efforts to win the 
freedom of a British family 
kidnapped by a neighbouring 
tribe, tribal officials said 
Tuesday. 

“At the request of the author- 
ities in Sanaa. Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Jaji Al 
Ghader, chief of the KJhawaJan 
tribe, neighbours of the Bani 
Dabyan tribe which carried 
out the abduction, began medi- 
ating Tuesday." a Khawalan 
official said. 

“Sheikh Ghader sent two 


representatives to ny to con- 
vince them to unconditionally 
release the British hostages,” 
the official, who asked not to 
be identified, said. 

The sheikh “is an influential 
member of his tribe and is 
respected by other tribes in the 
region including the Bard 
Dabyan." he said. 

Earlier mediation efforts “by 
Sanaa's governor. Mohammad 
Abdallah Al Sufi, failed,” be 
said, without saying why. 

British teacher David 
Mitchell his wife Carolyn and 
their 14-year-old son Ben were 


taken hostage by armed 
tribesman April 16 while dri- 
ving to Sanaa airport from the 
southern city of Aden. 

David Pearce, deputy head 
of the British embassy, said the 
hostages were reported to be 
“safe and well." 

Yemeni security forces have 
“tightened up the cordon sani- 
taire on the village" of Quradh 
where the hostages are being 
held in a rough, mountainous 
region near Dhamar in south- 
east Yemen. Mr. Pearce said. 

The British government, 
meanwhile, has reiterated to 


the Yemeni authorities “that it 
wants a peaceful solution.” 
said Mr. Pearce. 

Mr. MitcheU. who works for 
the British Council, has twice 
sent faxes to the embassy. He 
has called on the authorities to 
act quickly to obtain their 

release. 

The Mitchells' kidnappers 
had been on the point of 
releasing them last Friday, trib- 
al sources said. But an argu- 
ment between the tribesmen 
wanting government aid for 
their region prevented the 
release from going ahead. 



A model showing summer clothes, a shirt and trousers made of satin, during the First 
Summer Show in Amman on Wednesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


British foreign secretary 
‘applauds’ changes in Iran 


CAIRO (AFP) — British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook heaped praise on the 
‘‘pragmatic approach” of 
Iranian foreign policy under 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, in an interview pub- 
lished on Wednesday. 

■ “We applaud- the Iranian 
government’s efforts to devel- 
op a civil society and institu- 
tionalise respect for the rule of 
law." Mr. Cook told the 
London-based Arabic daily Al 
Havat which is also published 
in Cairo and other Arab capi- 
tals. 

“We also welcome the more 
pragmatic direction of Iran’s 
foreign policy," Mr. Cook 
said, according to the English 
text of the interview. 

Tbe foreign secretary 
praised Mr. Khatami a mod- 
erate cleric elected in May last 
year, tor showing “interest in 
developing understanding 
between civilisations." 

He also described recent 
visits to Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain by former Iranian 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani as “signs that the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC i and Iran are starling to 
develop a closer understand- 
ing on security’ and other mat- 
ters." 

Mr. Cook said these ■‘posi- 


tive steps” convinced die 
European Union (EU) in 
February to resume dialogue 
with Iran after a ten-month 
break prompted by a German 
court verdict implicating 
Tehran’s regime in the assassi- 
nation of Kurdish opposition 
leaders in Berlin in 1992 ’ • • 

Britain, which qunently 
holds the EU rotating presi- 
dency. is ‘liaising with tbe 
Iranian government over 
arrangements for a first meet- 
ing. I hope this will take place 
soot." Me. Cook said 

But he expressed concern 
over Iran's record of “support 
to terrorism and its support for 
groups who use violence to 
subvert the Middle East peace 
process" and arms prolifera- 
tion. 

The British foreign secre- 
tary angered the Iranian lead- 
ership earlier this month with 
charges that it had attempted 
to buy British nuclear technol- 
ogy. 

bi a break with the secrecy 
traditionally surrounding 
Britain’s security services. Mr. 
Cook said that the foreign 
intelligence service MI6 and 
the GCHQ communications 
monitoring agency had 
“tracked Iran's nuclear 
weapons programme and 
have enabled us to disrupt 


procure 


Iranian attempts to 
British technology.” 

Iranian Foreign Miniary 
spokesman Mahmoud Moh- 
ammad! described the charges 
as ‘"baseless" and said they 
were an attempt to cover up a 
row in Britain over the deliv- 
ery ■ of- a 'consignment of 
Georgian nuclear waste. 

Relations between Britain 
and Iran have been severely 
strained since the Islamic 
republic issued a death sen- 
tence against British author 
Salman Rushdie in 19S9 over 
his book "The Satanic 
Verses," saying it was an 
insult to Islam. 

Britain is represented in Iran 
by a charge d’affaires and not 
an ambassador, as is tbe case 
for all other members of the 
EU. 

Mr. Cook spoke to Al Hayai 
on the eve of a meeting 
between officials from the EU 
and the GCC which compris- 
es Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Oman. Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The meeting, expected to 
take place in Brussels on 
Wednesday, is aimed at bol- 
stering ties between the two 
regional bodies as well as dis- 
cussing Iran, Iraq and the 
Middie East peace process, 
Mr. Cook said. 


‘Clinton decision on Gulf forces expected soon’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton is expect- 
ed to decide in the next couple 
of weeks whether to reduce 
U.S. military forces in the Gulf 
in response to easing tensions 
with Iraq, the Pentagon said 

Two U.S. aircraft earners, 
some 37.000 U.S. troops, and 
scores of extra fighters and 
bombers have teen tied down 
in tbe Gulf for more than five 
months by the confrontation 
over U.N. arms inspections in 
Iraq, causing strains for the U.S. 
military. 

Besides costing more, the 
increased tempo of operations 


have created problems for the 
air force and the navy, which 
has been unable to keep carriers 
in the Mediterranean and the 
Western Pacific because of the 
crisis. 

‘The president will have to 
decide whether two carriers fin 
the Gulf] is the proper level or 
whether we would move down 
to a lower level" said Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon. 

Mr. Bacon said he anticipated 
that Mr. Clinton would make a 
decision “in the nexi couple of 
weeks.** 

“I think he will look across 
the board at aircraft, ships and 


soldiers in the Gulf," Mr. Baron 
said 

The spokesman -said condi- 
tions in the Gulf were “some- 
what less threatening" than they 
were when the crisis began last 
fall 

■‘Whatever decision the pres- 
ident makes in the next couple 
of weeks when he reviews this 
will be subject to change if con- 
ditions change," he said adding 
lhai if Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein “refuses to remain 
peaceful and placid, we will 
build up our forces again if the 

circumstances call for that” 


50 years later, Palestinians still look for relief from their ‘catastrophe’ 


By Hfcham Abdullah 

Agenee France Presse 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Fifty years after losing the 
chance at a state, the 
Palestinians are still waiting not 
only for a political solution to 
their plight but for recognition 
of the "catastrophe" which 
shattered their lives. 

“There can never be an end to 
this situation unto there is an 
apology from Britain and Israel 
for what happened in tbe 
Nafcba,’’ said Ali Al Jaifeawl a 
political science professor in 


BeirZeit University in the West 
Bank “They have to admit a 
moral responsibility for what 
happened to the Palestinians,'’ 
Prof. Jarbawi said 
“Nakba” — Arabic for “cat- 
astrophe” — is the term 
Palestinians use for the 1948 
war, when Israeli army 
attacked the Palestinian civil- 
ians and left: hundreds of thou- 
sands of them homeless 
While Israel celebrates its 
creation during that war; 
Palestinians reflect on years of 
living without a nation, 
whether abroad as homeless 


refugees or under Israeli occu- 
pation in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip since 1967. 

“We have lived for long 
decades in hopelessness and 
poverty caused by the Nakba 
which befell us," said novelise 
EzzatAl GhazawL 

Me Ghazawi’s grandmother 
was killed in 1948 when 
Jewish troops shelled his fami- 
ly's village of Qaqtm. whose 
mins now lay outside the north 
Israel town of Natanya. 

His son was later killed by 
Israeli soldiers during the 1987- 
1994 intifada uprising in the 


occupied territories. 

“My father was left with 
deep scars by the death of my 
grandmother Then 1 lost my 
son." said Mr. Ghazawi, who 
was bom three years after the 
war and now heads the 
Palestinian Writers Union in 
the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. 

Patestinian despair has not 
been lifted by tte peace process 
launched with Israel in 1993, 
which the Palestinians hope 
will lead to the creation of a 
state in the territories but which 
has come to a near complete 


standstill since Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
came into office in 1996. 

“We have no power over 
anything in our hands. And our 
hops of creating a Palestinian 
state are falling apart under the 
iron hand and the intransigence 
of Israel." Mr. Ghazawi said. 

More than 400 Palestinian 
villages were- destroyed in the 
1948 war. and today the hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees 
dispersed by the war inlcT the 
territories and neighbouring 
Arab countries have swelled to 
some 3-5 million. 


‘The Palestinians inherit the 
Nakba generation after genera- 
tion." said Hatem Abdul Qader, 
42. a Jerusalem representative 
to the Palestinian Legislative 
council whose family’s home 
village of Salma was destroyed 
by soldiers during the war 

“I was not alive yet during 
the Nakba. but I cany every- 
thing which happened to us. 
And I’m afraid my son will 
cany the same heavy load," he 
said. 

The simplest way forme to 
say h is that the Nakba for us 
means loss. Loss of our nation. 


loss of our destiny, loss of any 
control over our future,” Ml 
J arhavvj said. 

“Does a refugee in Lebanon 
or Amman or elsewhere have 
anything to say about what 
happens to him? We have no 
say either here” in the occupied 
territories, be said. 

“We no longer have any con- 
trol over our fate. We can’t take 
any decisions on our own 
tecause everything has 
become a larger An* or 
regional or international issue. 
All this is because of 
Nakba.” he said. 
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Italian bank robbed 


grab gold under 

police noses 


VICENZA (R) — Ann&V 
robbers stole gold worifr^F^ 
millio n from an Itafiao.fi^'^ 
on Tuesday, just 
from the local police 
AGI news agency reporteS-;. 
The four, wearing ski riiasfe~~- 
tied up staff at a brandUqf 
Banca Di Roma in Vkenzp 
northern Italy, and g 
130 kg. .in gold ingots;? 

150 million lice in 
before making off by catj 


Paper honours U.S. 
law day with ‘Si 
Judge Tricks’ 


NEW YORK (R) — A legal 
newspaper is marking, tew 
day this week with a report 
on bizarre actions by judges 
that include biting a defen- 
dant. urinating on a carpet 
and throwing a firecracker 
into another jurist’s office. la 
its latest weekly issue, the 
National Law Journal ran an 
article, which highlights ^ts 
“top 10 list of the most amaz- 
ing antics by judges^ 
Among those cited a judge 
wbo apparently lost it at a 
hail hearing and made dental 
history along with tbe likes 
of boxer Mike Tyson, anoth- 
er judge, was accused with 
various misdeeds like urinat- 
ing on a female colleagues’ 
carpet throwing a lighted 
firecracker into another 
judge's office, and signing: 
orders with fictitious nameS *- 
like snow white. 


Watch out 

Superman, here come 
die men in tights 


LONDON (R) — Watch out 
Superman. Tights for men 
could be the new fashion 
statement of the nineties. A 
British ■ hosiery fins is 
launching a new range of 
hosiery for men who feel 
comfortable enough about 
their masculinity to stride 
around in clinging tights like 
Shakespearean heroes or 
regency bucks. But women 
warn the tights could make 
the “new man” wearers hot 
and sweaty for all the wrong 
reasons and men fear their 
sperm count could falL “We 
have had lots of calls at our 
bead office in Austria and via 
the Internet expressing inter- 
est in men’s tights." said tbe 
company spokeswoman. 


Spelling loses to 
pregnant actress 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Producer Aaron Spelling lost 
his bid for a retrial over a 
$4.8 million judgement in 
favour of a pregnant actress 
he fired. Not only did judge 
Fumiko Wassennan rule 
against Spelling’s request, 
bur she also granted hunter 
Tylo $900,000 she demand- 
ed to cover her legal expens- 
es during the trial Tylo, 34, 
was fired in March 1996, one 
month after Spelling hired 
her to play a seductress in the 
popular television series 
“Melrose Place." when he 
found out she was pregnant 
Tylo said through her lawyer 
Gloria Allred that she was 
pleased with the judge’s 
decision c onfirming the Dec. 
22 verdict 


Polanski elected 
to French Academy- 
of Fine Arts 


PARIS (AFP) — Movie 
director Roman Polanskites 
been elected to the Fterich 
Academy of Fine Arts. 
Polanski who was born in 
Paris - in 1933, has directed 
many of the greatest names 
in cinema in a career-span- 
ning 40 years. His rolLcaftof 
films includes "Repulsion," 
starring Catherine Deneuye, 
“Chinatown” with -Jack 
Nicholson and Faye E&nF 
away, “Death 
Maiden” with. Sigourney 
weaver and ‘'Frantic” with 
Harrison Ford, “Tess" 
him a Golden Globe Aw^d 
in 1980. He has also diracted 
Isabelle Adjani, MSaJSagg? 
and Emmanuelle Seig^^i^ 


iw. 5 




v w :;n ajfc 

.~ nh-.ir vit) * 


[(.Eh 



^ * 


.ncr »rw 



Jordan 


Uonarc 



Anani briefs A 
fupport for Pi 


U* A. Trtukan 


iy: L n AH - IX-putv 

.inj Forcicn 
H delnercd . 

*PPon |r. 


on 

mes\jo£ 

•Jv 


Huwtfji 

•*inun D. . *■ 11 


hi . 
the I. 
tu 


lW CC,MOn Fo 


rd 


?P**esv 
'»*> 


American 
junip-sian the 
M'ddle Eu>t 


■ J , '- v king Huk- 




1 n "Hi! mes- 
Arafat, 




’•■In Ji» 


if* sev- 

V;r n - and 

'Nailer h ;\ njn « f‘'M 
H A r .rc." M,n " ; alks 
IW 
'. c,! ther c u '"untriev 
-1 ^ -unn' L • ip P rt -’v'm- 
np *' n ’-r rh,- 


POSrtlV* a©* 

Itniaa 

the peace & 
"This *;*j 
rriterat;?i£ 
«pn or. tor 
MaihL’’ Dr .■ 
The tilts 
heck i if h 
visit fo Gcrs 
and Tuntsu 
ihc Md> 4 
•mned « p 
overdue * 
troop rnferp 
the 

Mr A rata 
Middle Eeu 
Denn^ Ra# 
and is due ic ■ 
Vice Pf««j 
hviiv. *T 
Mr. Gore 
yuc the peace 
turrets in 



n yahu su 





on V 


filler 

&»*.e 

fc.^ n V Jl- T’Ute 
- n pui, baci : 


n„. 






■* 

Per - ^arjw. 
* £ 


* 


&uW4f. 

Mr 
tiitun 

rausa 5 
Monthly in Li** 

^ Sin 

HwwwTK 

“""•I *ady ft 
CTinfoa ad 
•yiyfog Friday } 
■naHt&fcp 










in 


■“ >-»« ont* 


Ute 

for 'STh , n? 






Mr. 

G*** wb 

of 

making, 

not a 
said. 

He a»sp 


mt 









